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Rick Gustine, Chair, Legislation Comm.
Montana Association of Registered Land Surveyors (MARLS)

Title: Page 1, Line 21.
Strike: “REPEALING SECTION 76-3-505"

Section 76-3-505 provides an option for the Mom and Pop developer to comply with limited
subdivision review criteria. Elimination of this section will only lead to further abuse of the
Subdivision and Platting Act. If small time landowners are faced with the financial costs of full
subdivision review, they will take advantage of every loophole available.

Page 4, Lines 19-21.
Strike:” Lines 19-21"

Local regulations can, and do, change on a regular basis. It is imperative that a developer know
going into a project what the rules are and that they cannot be changed once the subdivision

review process has begun.

Page 8, Line 5:
- Unstrike: “Except when a plat is”

Page 8, Line 6:
Unstrike: “eligible for summary review pursuant to 76-3-505"

Unstriking this language will retain Section 76-3-505- Provisions for summary review of minor
subdivisions. See comments above.

Page 13, Line 8:
Unstrike:“76-3-505"

Page 13, Lines 28-30.
Unstrike: “ Lines 28-30"

Page 14, Lines 1-2.
Unstrike: “ Lines 1-2"

Retains current language pertaining to Section 76-3-505.

Page 14, Line 21,

Following: “ (1)”

Imsert: “EXCEPT AS PROVIDED FOR IN 76-3-505,”
Strike: “Minor”



Insert: “minor”

Page 14, Line 24.
Strike: “April 2, 1973"
Insert: “ THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS BILL”

Page 15, Line 14.
Strike: “April 2, 1973" .
Insert: “THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS BILL”

Page 15, Line 28.
Strike: “April 2, 1973"
Insert: “THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS BILL”

MARLS was strongly opposed to the addition of “original tract of record” in the definition
section of HB370 of the 2003 Legislative Session. The changes to 76-3-609, specifically
including the date "April 2, 1973", are nothing but a disguised effort to achieve the goals of the
same special interest groups that were in support of HB370. Including the “April 2, 1973" date
essentially removes all properties in the developing areas of Montana from any expedited review
under the “first minor subdivision” review criteria”.

If major changes are going to be made to Section 76-3-101, et. seq. (Montana Subdivision and
Platting Act) let the people of Montana at least start on a level playing field.

Page 19, Line 10.
Strike: “passage and approval”
Insert: “Oct, 1, 2005"

Any changes to the Montana Subdivision and Platting Act (Section 76-3-101, et. seq.) require
that local government make changes to local regulations.



