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1V-A-17. Firc Protection

In setting fire protection standards, local officials should consult the curyent edition of the Uniform Fire
Code, Imernational Fire Code Institute. and local fire codes. ' X ' .

Comment: . 7

—

All subdivisions muyst be planned, designed, constructed, and maintaiped so as to minimize the risk of fire
and to permit the effective and efficient suppression of fires in order 10 protect persons, property, and

forested areas. Measures must include:

a. The placement of structures 20 as to minimize the potential for flame spread and to permit
adequate access for fire fighting equipment,

b, The presence of adequate fire fighting facilitics on site, including an adequate water supply and
water distribution system. '
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The availability, through a fire protection district or other means, of fire protestion services
adequate to respond to fires that may oceur within a subdivision.

IV-A-18. Special Requirements for Subdivisions Proposed in Areas of High Firc Hazard

For areas identified as wildfire hazard areas by the United Statos Forest Service, the Montana Depariment
of Naturz[ Resources and Conservation, a loca] fire protection authority, or a local growth policy, the
following apply: :

4.

A Fire Prevention and Control Plan must accompany the submission of any application for
preliminary plat approval, ‘

The Fire Prevention and Control Plan must include the following jtems:

(1 an analysis of the wildfire hazards on the site, as influenced by existing vegetalion and
topography,

(i) a map showing the areas that are to becleared of dead, dying, or scyerely disessed
vegetation; '

{iii:  amapofthe areasthar are to be thinned to reduce the interlocking canopy of trees;

(iv)' the identification of raads, driveways, and bridges that are sufficient for emergency
vehicle access and fire suppression activities. Slopes of all ronds and driveways must be
provided. :

At least two entrances/exits must provide escape routes for residents and access to the subdivision
by fire-fighting vehicles. Bridges providing access to the subdivision must be built to a design
load of 20 tons and constructed of non-flammable materials. Road rights-of-way must be cleared
of slash, ) : ‘

- Buiiding sites may not be located on s_lop'es greater than 25 percent or at the apex of “fire

chimneys™ (topographic fentures, usunlly drainageways or swales, which tend to funnel or

* otherwise concentrate fire toward the top of steep slopes).

The Fire Prevention and Contral Plan must be implemented before the governing body will
approve the final plat, and will be considered part of the subdivider's obligations for land
devclopment. The local fire chief, or designes, will inspect and approve the implementation of
the Fire Prevention and Control Plan. The Plan will not be considered fully implemented unti|
the fire chief has given written notice to the planning beard or subdivision administrator that the
Plan has been completed as approved by the {planning board).

Provisions for the maintenance of the Fire Prevention and Contro!l Plan shall be included in the
covenants, conditions, and restrictions for the development. A preperty owners’ association must
be formed and designated to enforce the covenants, conditions, and restrictions,

Open space, park land, and recreation areas {including green belts, riding or hiking traiis) should
be located, where appropriate, 10 separate residences and other buildings from densely forested

" areas.

A watcer supply of sufficient volume for effective fire control must be provided in accordance
with standards set by (the appropriate loca] fire protection authority).*
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* In the absence of such standards, the subdivider must at least provide the following for effective fire

control:

a.

b.

A central water system witl a minimum flow of 1,000 gallons per minute; or

Cisterns, reservoirs or fill ponds at appropriate locations:

(i) For single dwelling units: minimum capacity of 2,500 gallons;

(11) For 6 ar more dwelling units: minimum capacity of 500 gatlons per dwelling unit,
AREAS THAT WILL PROVIDE MULTIPLE SPACES FOR RECREATIONAL

CAMPING VEHICLES OR MOBILE HOMES — LAND SUBDIVISIONS CREATED BY
RENT OR LEASE
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