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House Natural Resources Committee o ExHBIT O
_ House Joint Resolution 9 L DATER. a- OS5
~ Testimony of Tim Baker, Interim Executive Dfrector HB J°
Montana Wilderness Assocration ' )
February 2, 2005

Chaarman Peterson and members of the House Natural Resources commlttee

My name is Tim Baker, I am the Intenm Executwe Director of the Montana
: Wfldemess Association, and | appear before you today on behalf of the 6, 000
' members of MWA ' | :

_ House Jo1nt Resolut1on 9 proposes an 1nter1m study of Montana ] publlcly '
.owned wilderness quallty lands to analyze the 1mpacts of those lands on Montanans

_ The Montana Wilderness Association beheves that such a study could provide
benefits and valuable information to Montanans about the value of pristine public
lands to the state s waters and watersheds, wildlife, people, and economy

Such a study would be a substantial undertakmg, 50 lt is lmportant to make
. sure that it is a successful effort, one that brings Montanans together in an open and
- full dialogue that provides a complete picture as to the state of our wuld publ1c lands,
‘and thelr importance to our everyday lwes :

For this reason, we’re offermg amendments to.make it clear that the study will
fully consider the benefits to the state of these spec1al places, in addltlon to any -
‘ negatwe consequences that ‘may result .

. ~ For example studies over the last several years have found that our w1[derness
lands actually stfmulate the economy of the surrounding areas: :

e A 2003 study found that wild publlc lands in and around the Flathead region are.
- aprimary engme for the local economy _

« A2004 study found that the presence of wild publrc lands in the west are
amenities that draw people and businesses to locate here, and that the
,emstence of these tands actually boosts local economIes ' :

. *. A 2000 study found that over 300 small famlly owned Montana outﬁtters and
* guest ranches make their living from our wild public lands, contributing $107
million to the state’s economy and creating over 4, 000 _]ObS Many of- these
. busmesses are found in rural commumtles ‘

| Slmllarly, to look at the these w1lderness lands only in 1solatlon could provide a

skewed perspective about how these areas are managed and thEII‘ relative lmportance
to our lwes ‘ : o ‘

1 .

The Montana Wlldemess Association educates the publrc ahd works at the local state, and national levels

Keepitwild. |
P R to protect Montana's wilderness and traditional recreation opportunlt:es for everyone.



- For example, the resolution requests that the condition of these lands are to be

- evaluated for “infestations of insects,” “the presence of noxious weeds,” and the

"~ “likelihood of extreme wildfire.” To understand the role that our pubhc wilderness
lands may-provide in regard to these concerns, one must look at surroundlng publlc
lands as well. :

For a v1sual ald | ask the Commfttee to look ata map prepared by the: Forest
‘Servicefor the- Beaverhead Deerlodge National Forest, assessing existing weed
infestations on public lands. You’ll note that 93% of the weed lnfestatlons ocecur
' outs;de of wﬂderness and roadless areas. -

. Accordlng to Montana s State Weed Plan, a key component of the strategy o
combat weeds is prevention, and the first step in prevention is to protect those places

- that aren’t infested. Clearly, at least on the Beaverhead Forest, keeping our wild

- roadless areas intact would be the first action item in fighting weeds. But you mlght
miss thlS pomt if you focus only on weed 1nfestatlons on WIlderness lands.

, Flre is an emotlonal topic with strong feehngs on all sides. A 2000 study by the

- Forest Service found that fires are almost twice as likely to occur in roaded areas, -
than on our roadless lands. So it would be- important to examine ‘the fire risks
-associated with public wilderness lands in the context of surrounding public lands. In
my packet is a publlcat1on on wﬂdflre that we did in January 2002 that may . be helpful
to you. '

We’re also offermg a few amendments to glve more context to the resolution
R Prowdlng more background on nat:onal forest erderness Study Areas,

. Prowdmg a more accurate statement dtrectly from the Wstderness Act as to
-what Congress mtended when they adopted the Act in 1964

e Clarlfylng what is meant by the phrase “land set- as:des” to avmd future
' _confusmn over the nature of this resolutlon, and - -

* Giving | the responsrblhty for the study to the Enwronmental Quality Counc1[
_whlch seems hke the loglca{ forum o : .

In closmg, the Montana Wflderness Assoc1atlon belleves that ‘with our offered
. amendments HJ 9 could further meaningful public dialogue about the importance of
" our wild pUbllC lands and the future of those pnstme places that are the foundatlon
for our state s wild heritage. : :

. With our amendments, we support a “do- pass” recommendatlon onHJ9. If our
-amendments are not accepted or adopted we oppose HJ 9 Thank you for your time -
and attention ‘ _ _ .



Amendments to HJ 9
Offered by the Montana Wilderness Association
February 2, 2005 ‘

1. Page 1, Line 14, strike: “intent of leaving lands for preservation and
protection in their natural condition” and insert “to secure for the
American people of present and future generations the benefits of an -
enduring resource for wilderness” '

2. Page 1, Line 19, insert:
“WHEREAS, Montana has 7 Wilderness Study Areas on national forest
lands which total 663,000 acres; :

WHEREAS, Montana has other federal public lands that are managed to
protect their wilderness character (also referred to herein as “land set-
aside areas”);”

3. Page 1, Line 24, strike: “Legislative Council be requested to
designate an appropriate interim committee, pursuant to section 5-5-217,
MCA, or direct sufficient staff resources to” and insert “Environmental
Quality Council”

4. Page 1, Line 25, strike: “and impact” and insert “condition, impacts,
and benefits”

5. Page 1, Line 26, strike: “acres in Montana” and insert “areas,
wilderness study areas, and other federal public lands in Montana that are
managed to protect their wilderness character”

6. Page 2, Line 5, strike “impact” and insert “impacts and benefits”
7. Page 2, Line 9, strike the second “and”
8. Page 2, Line 10, after “impacts” insert “and benefits”

9. Page 2, Line 11, strike “on” and insert “in regard to” and strike the
- period and insert “; and”

10. Page 2, Line 12, insert:

“(7) evaluating the condition, health, status, impacts and benefits of
wilderness areas, wilderness study areas, and other land set-aside areas in
relation to the management of adjacent public lands as a whole.”

11.  Page 2 lines 12 and 13, strike in entirety.







1999 Weed l.nventory

- Roadless f Wilderness Areas

: Inventoried Roadless / Wilderness Areas
Weeds / IRA's :

Il Weeds NOT within IRA boundary { 83% )
Hl Weeds within IRA boundary { 7% )

— .
“\-\M\unida

N

Weed Presence with [nventoried

Weeds NOT within 300 £ of Roads or Trails

- Percent.

- : Acres  of Total
Weeds within 300 ft. of Roads of Trails 29368 0%
0095 - 50%

‘ Total | 58483 100%

Weeds withia RA Boudary 8% 7%

‘Weeds NOT within IR A B oundary 54629 93%
I Total

53463 100%
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