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HB 166: Including the student regent in the partisan makeup of the board of regents.
Rep. Kevin Furey, HD 91

Mr. Chair / members of the committee

I am Representative Kevin Furey, and I represent the southeastern corner of
Missoula County. I am presenting a bill to you that would include the student regent in
the partisan makelip of the board of regents.

There are several reasons for this bill.

Including the student regent in the board of regents will make the board and the
political structure more transparent. That is a student looking at their representative on
the board will know their political orientation. Once an appointed official is declared
nonpartisan, they do not necessarily disregard their previous values and ideologue., A
Democrat in a nonpartisan position will still make decisions closer to what the
Democratic Party believes.

By including the student regent in the partisan makeup of the committee, the
committee will be more balanced. If this bill is made into law there will never be more
that 4 out of seven from one party or political ideological orientation. Currently the
board can have four from the same party and a nonpartisan student regent who votes with
the same party. In essence there could be five out of seven votes from the same party.

Whether or not the student regent is included in the partisan makeup a governor is
more likely to appoint someone who he or she agrees with. Recent student regents are
politically active. Several examples include a campaign manager for a Republican
gubernatorial candidate, a major fundraiser and donor to the Democratic Party, to a
former student regent running in a Republican primary for a house race. student regents
turn out to be partisan whether we like it or not.

This bill would more accurately represent students in the Montana University
system that most certainly is partisan. It would provide more transparency and a more

balanced board of regents.

I urge your support for this bill and welcome any testimony and questions.



