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As a part of the next generation we feel it is important to step up to the next level and
assume our responsibility as young Americans. Our purpose here today is simple: the
movement of the natural resource damage office to the city ef Butte. We are aware
that the Helena office is attempting to solve the superfund site problems, but this
office cannot do so correctly because of its location. This movement will centralize

the office, and ensure that the damages that have been inﬂicted will be corrected. Itis S\\ i

the feeling of myself, Wﬁﬂa‘tes, Representative Jim Keane,Lmany others that ’[%ﬁ (W

a local office is the true solution to what is deemed in the community as a local C’ﬁﬂw}m

roblem. . | uﬁ"L
probl | | W%W

In 1990, the Natural Resource Damage Litigation Program was created to
prepare the State's lawsuit against Fhe Atlantic Richfield Co. (ARCO) for elamage to
natural resourees in the Clark Forle f{iver Basin. Currently the four sites tﬁat are being
handled by this office are the Mjlltewn Dam, Upper Clark Fork River Basin, Smelter
Hill Area, and The Silver Bow Creek watershed. Every one of these superfund sites
1s either in, around, or even a result of Butte, and its mining history. Every problem
that is being handled in the Helena office is in no way related or even in the vicinity
of the Helena area, and therefore these problems do not recieve the consideration that
they would if the office was to be relocated to the Butte community.

Not only will the movement of this office spur a greater interest ‘and
participation in restoration projects, but jobs will be created that will in turn
contribute to Butte’s economy. It cannot be expécted that a problem can be solved by

an outside source that has not been exposed to such extensive damage, instead the
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solution is a local one. If there is ever going to be any progress made, it has to be
made with the input of the citizens directly impei_cted, but still maintain respect. for the
great mining history that Butte and that surrounding areas uphold.

As Aristotle once said, "It is the mark of an educa't_ed mind to be able fo
entertain a thought without accepting it.'"" We are not asking you to fully accept the
bill that has been presented to you this morning, rather we trust that you will see the
poténtial benefits that our bill possesses, and give us the chance to improve conditions

' for our soci_ety, the land, and most of all generations to come.




