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Re: Statement in Opposition to House Blll TNo. 5 fﬁ ” _

Dear Chairman Jent:

The Coafederated Salish and Kootenai Tribss (“Tribes”) have reviewed FHouse Bill No.
616 and have consulted on the Bill with representatives from the Montana Department of Jugtice
Natural Resource Damages Litigation and Restoration Programs (“MtNRDP"). After baving
congidered the bili and the need for contimued natural resource damages litigation in the Upper
Clark Fork River Basin, the Tribes submit this lerser for the purpose of stating our opposition to
House Bill No. 616. _ ' '

The river system, now known &s Silver Bow Creek and the Clark Fork, is 2 natural
resoures of unique significance to Tribal people, It is a place where our ancestors traveled,
carmped, gathered foods and medicines, prayed, hunted, and fished, Present day Tribal people still
use thig place in these sams ways. We need to respest and aurture it while we are here just as our
ancestors did for thousands of years, and leave as Jegacy a place of besuty and abundance for our
dagcendants,

In 1855, near present day Missouls, the Tribes formalized their relationship with the
Unitad States by entering into the Hellgate Treaty, In.the Treety, the Tribes agreed to cede vegt
areas of their aborigina! terltory to the United States, including all of the landp contained within
the Silver Bow Cresk and Clark Fark River bagins in whet is sow Mopteos. In return, the United
States promised and puaranteed that the Tribes could conifine their traditional way of lifs, The
Tribes retained exciusive possession of the Flathead Indian Reseryation as their homeland and
expressly reserved in perpetuity the right $o fish'at all of their usual and accustomed places and 1o
hunt, gatber plants, and pasture stock in open and unclaimed lands throughout their aboriginal
territory. Silver Bow Creek, the Clark Fork River, and their flood plains, ere among the places
subject ta the Tribes® Treay-reperved fishing right. Pursuant to this Treaty right, the Tribes
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fimctic:. 28 & co-trustee with the State of Montana for the Silver Bow Creek and Clark Fork River
fisharic , and for the aquatic and riparian resources from which they arise, As & co-trustee, the
Tribes i tervened in Maniana v. ARCO, No, CV-83-317-H-PGH, and continue to participate in
the natvval resource remediation and restoration decision-making processes for the Butte/Sitver
Bow C:sek, Angeonda Smelter, and Millzown Reservoir/ Clark Fork River Superfund Sites.

"'n 1889, the State of Montans formalized its relationship with the United States pursuam
to the .:m8 of the Bnabling Act, acquired ownership to the bed and banks of Silver Bow Creek
and the Clark Tork River, and assumed co-trusteeship of the natyral resources of that river system
and its + ood plains, Over the past 150 years, the State and Tribes have developed a relationship
that all: vs for both parties to perfiorm their costrustee rights and responsibilities, Although
diffieut; and sometimes violent in ife aarlier years, over the past ten years the relationshp has
greatly ioproved, The MSNRDP has played s significant role in thie improvement.

: AANRDP has forged a working relationship with the Tribes which is respectiul of the co-
trustes . \ghts and responsibilities of each party. The MTIRDP has facilitated development of
unified :;atural resourcs rastoration placning which is comprehensive for government trustees and
oogt-effactive for responsible parties, This approsch was key to developing settlements for the
8itver . ow Creik in the past, and will be crucial for successfl future settlements for the Clark
Forlc X ver and Butze Priority Soils Operable Units. .. .

The development, maturing, and continuing of the successful relationships forged by
Mith20P have enabled it to fulfill its natural resource trustee responsibilities to all of the people
who v :ue, revere, respect, live snd work within, and egjoy the Silver Bow Creek and Clark Fork
River systerns, This success of MENRDP has depended on ifs particular ability to nuuater god
facilitate cooperative and fruitful relationships under very difficult circumstances with at leass the
following agencies in addition to the Tribes: Montana DEQ; Moatans DNRC, Maontana DOT,
United Ctates FWS, United States 17SGS, United States EPA, and a number of city and courity
govermnments. MINRDP will need to pontinue these relationships es further settlements are
developed. Because of its crucial, and central role as lead tmistee, the MENRDF should remain
centralized in Helens, where other federal and state agencies have their offices and from where it
will be able to carry out its crucial responsibilities most efficiently and cost-effectively to the all of
the public bensficiaries. L L _

The Tribes trust that the Committes will give its recommendation due consideration and
extend their thanks for the Committee’s time, effort end aitention regarding this issue.

Sincerely,

‘M
. Fred Matt
Chairmen - Tribal Council

cc: Hon, Joun Brueggemsen, SD#  * . Em Nomﬂmv- HD#41
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