NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION
555 CAPITOL MALL, SUITE 625
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95314
(916) 446-2455 voice  (016) 448-7469 fax
www.nraila.org

STATE & LOCAL AFFAIRS DIVISION
CAROLYN HERBERTSON, MONTANA STATE LIAISON

February 16, 2005

Representative Larry Jent

Chair, House State Administration Comm1ttee
State Capitol Building

Helena, Montana

Sent Via E-Mail and Facsimile

Dear Representative Jent:

On behalf of the National Rifle Association members in Montana, we would like to voice our
support for House Bill 712 (Heinert). This measure seeks to bring Montana’s sporting
community into the arena of civic involvement through voter registration.

The concept of the Hunter/Voter program has been a recent priority for the NRA in states where
the outdoor sports 1s such a part of the economic and cultural landscape. A similar program was
passed by an overwhelming margin in Georgia in 1994, where increased voter reg15trat10n
numbers are promising. We would like to see such progress in Montana.

Another key component of this program is that it provides a wide net of contact opportunity that
may not be made available otherwise without spending funds on voter outreach. While the
Help America Vote Act has been a success where implemented, Hunter/Voter can reach into
communities on the local level where people meet and gather.

Again, we would like to issue our strong support for HB 712 and respectfully ask for your
“aye” vote when it reaches your committee.

Sincerely,

Carolyn L. Herbertson

Montana State Liaison

National Rifle Association Institute for Legislative Action
State and Local Affairs Division



Montana Shooting Sports Association
P.O. Box 4924, Missoula, Montana 59806 - 406-549-1252 - mssa@mtssa.org

Asserting the Rights of Gun Owners in Montana

February 18, 2005

State Administration Committee
Montana House of Representatives
Montana State Capitol

Helena, Montana 59620

Re: HB 712
Dear Representatives,

The Montana Shooting Sports Association is statewide and is the primary organization advocating the
interests of hunters.

We approve of HB 712. We ask you to give it a do pass.

Sincerely yours,

Gary Marbut
President
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Travis Mann,
Sportsman's Warehouse
2323 N. Reserve
Missouia, Montana

Members of the Montana Legislature:’

| am sehding thls letter to let you know that | support the efforts to make voter
registration more available to Montana sportsmen and that | do not believe it
would be an undue burden to have voter registration cards available for people

who come to our store,

Sportsman’s Warehouse is one of Montana's largest sporting goods stores and
vendors of hunting and fishing licenses. This bill would provide an apportunity for
our customers to become more involved in the clvic process.

As long as the legislation does not require stores to post signs or give up display
space for the program and keeps those aspects of the program optional, [ think
that it would be 2 good idea to have hunting and fishing license vendors kesp
voter registration cards available. Since | cannct come to Helena, please accept
this as my written testimony. -

~Thank you,

e

Travis Mann
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Paul Bowsler
Canyon Store
Wclf Creek, Montana

Members of the Montana Logisiature:

Fam sendmg this lotlor to fet you know that | suppot the offorts to make voter
regislration mere available to Morntana sportemen and that 1 de ned believe it
would be an undue burden o have voter registration cards available for people
whia come 1o our slore.

Canyon Store is a small husiness and we don't self as many hunting sid fishing
oenises g3 suime of the bigger stores in the major cities, but we do provide that
Servite to aur custorders o il wouid provide an opportunity for our
customers 10 becomn mom inveived in Hhe aivil process.

fo iy an Uig ibyisiauGi docs 1ol require sTores 1o post signs of give up display
[RIEAGET LA g enitE A1 KQOPDS TNNSE ASRANTS O N Dmnaram obionat, | think
At WOoUId DE 3 QOO 1082 10 NAVE NUNTIAG 1710 TN IOGMe i e, i
ESET SOLANTT AT SOV DIVEIINT ML St 1 CHnnO LOIUn ne Feengild, DigEHSE B00ein

My weittentestingny.

-1 kqul'L @Yoo
Paull Reister
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