GOAL: To change the FWP Commission from five members to seven, to better NI

represent the resource and more fairly represent Mo\ntana s people. e Ppo v
1. The seven FWP management regions are established on a sound geogtaphic and G o /
biologic basis and have been the basis for all management actions. ‘
2. The five Commission districts are a historic artifact that bears little resemblance
to the seven management regions.
3. The five Commission regions vary in population from 331,524 in District One to
52,561 in District Four.
4. Commission District 1 includes all of Regions 1 and 2 and small parts of 3
(including Helena) and 4 (Rocky Mountain Front.)
SOLUTION:
1. Establish a seven member Commission with each Comm1ss1oner representing one
management District.
2. This would split District One (Western Montana) into two roughly equal parts in
terms of population.
3. These two parts are already two management regions, one based in Missoula, one
based in Kalispell.
4. This would still maintain important resource-rich districts in eastern Montana.
5. Each Commissioner would be responsible to the sportsmen and women in that
region and for learning about the fish and wildlife issues and state parks in the
region.
6. Thus, each Commissioner could focus energy between meetings mostly on that
region and bring to Commission meetings the concerns and feelings of residents
of that region. It would make them more responsive to the people in their region.
7. While creating 2 districts west of the continental divide, this structure would
create 3 districts east of Lewistown instead of 2, with the two central districts
remaining much the same.
LEGISLATIVE CHANGES:

5

Simple change 2-15-3402 (2); changing number of members from five to seven, and
changing subsections (a) through (€) to (a) through (g} listing the counties for each new
commission district.

Providing an effective date and mechanism for adding the two new members, one for .
four years and the other for two years as required in 2-15-124



