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Re: Statement in Opposition ta House Bﬂl'No. 616 ;‘fij

Dear Cheirman Jeot:

' The Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes (“Tibes") have reviewsd House Bill No.
616 and have consulted on the Bill with representatives Som ths Montana Department of Tustica
Nv;m'nl Resowrce Damages Litigation and Restoration Programs {"MiNRDP™), Aﬂuhﬁﬂng

Clark Fork River Basin, the Tribes subrnit this {erser for the purpose of stating our opposifion to
HouseBUINo. 616, = | N -

mmmmmusmmmuwmemmmmn
resource of uniqus significance to Tribal peopte, It is & place where our ancestors traveled,
camped, guthered foods aud medicines, prayed, untad, and fished, Present day Tribal peaple still
use this place in these sume ways, We newd 1o respest and sprture it while we are here just as our
ancestors did for thounentds of vears, and leave as legacy a place of beauty and abundance for our
dascendants.

In 1855, near present day Miisuma,theTn'besfcthhih‘rdlﬂanshipwlththe
United States by entering into the Hellgate Treaty, In'the Zreaty, the Tribea agreed to ceds vast
veas of thetr phorigingl territory to th: United Statos, incliding aff of the lands contained within
the Sitver Bow Cresk sad Clurk Fork River basins in whet ia now-Montaoa, In return, the United

States promised and guaranteed thet the Tribs could copfifus thair traditional way of lifs, The
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Tribes retained exshusive poisession of the Flathead Indizn Res: v
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-2 1335, the State of Montans formalized its relatioruhip with the United States pursuamn
to the {..mg of the Enabling Act, soquired ownership to the bed and banks of Silver Bow Creek
and the Clark Fork River, and assumed Soetrustessitip of the natyral resources of thas river 3ystem
&nd its ;:o0d plairs, Over the past 150 years, the State and Tribes have developed 2 relationship
thay alic s forbothpa:ﬁeat‘opmm'thdrwﬁum rights and responsibilities, Although
difficuls end sometimes violent in its earlier yeary, over the past ten years the relationalip has
greatly ‘mproved, TthNRDPhasphyedsﬂsntﬁcamroleinthislmprwm.

:ANRDP has forged a working &!aﬁmhipwiththeTnmwlﬂcthoﬁhem-
frustes : :ghts and responaibilities of syl party. The MTNREP has fhcllitated development of
mﬁdzzmdrsmmmmmwﬁbhismf"i'_‘_'m peive for government trugtees sad -
aoat-efleotive for responaible partiss, This approsch Was ke o developing settlements for the
sﬂvnsrBaw'Creé!chtheput,mdwﬂlhemoiﬂfor cocagiti firture gettlements for the Clark
Forl . ex and Bstee Pricrity Soils Opersble Units, S

The development, maruring, and cominuing of the successful relationships forged by
MENREP have ansbled it 1o wniumnaaltqgmhmggmponﬂhiﬁﬁatoauofﬂwpeopie
who Vaige, revers, respwt,kwandworkﬂdthin,andemythaSﬂwBoowkdeh&Fork
River systerns, This syooess ofMtNRBPhudependodunrtspam:ular ability to mmyater god
Rcilitate coaperative and Eruitfhl relationships under very diffienlt cir

will be able to canry out ity cruclal
the publio beneficiaries,
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