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HB 752 loans the Supreme Court $3.1 million dollars to finance information tec]mology
improvements in the Judicial Branch. The loan will be repaid over six years using funds
collected from a $1 increase in fees charged on motor vehicle lien filings, title certificates
and replacement title certificates. This funding mechanism is similar to the funding
mechanism approved by the 58" Legislature (HB 261) to fund motor vehicle system
improvements in the Department of Justice.

~ HB 752 1s an important component of the judicial branch’s IT Strategic Plan and the
2005 court information technology legislative package. The complete court information
technology package consists-of:

e - A general fund request of $4.8 million to maintain a minimum level of technology
in the Branch throughout the biennium (partially off-set by the continuation of the
surcharge as a general fund revenue account). (HB 536)

e A $1.345 million dollar one-time-only request to purchase a state compliant case
management system for district courts and to complete the deployment of the
FullCourt case management system in 40 courts of limited jurisdiction with
anmual case counts less than 700. Approved by both Governor Martz and

- Governor Schweitzer and the General Government Appropriations Subcommittee,

¢ A loan request of $3.1 million to procure and deploy off the shelf — state
compliant systems for statewide judicial calendaring, jury management, document
imaging, a Supreme Court case management system and court r?om technology
unprovements (HB 752) '

HB 752 Projects

Auntomated Jury Management System  $264,000

~ Jury system management is essential to ensure the integrity of the jury selectlon process,
which represents the selection of a fair cross section of the population to serve on Jury ‘_
duty, consideration for the convenience of citizens who are summoned for jury service, |
and the overall efficiency of the process. In Montana, only 26 District Courts and only '
one Justice Court have an automated tool for jury selection and management. This
 proposal provides a standard program for jury management in all trial cousts.

Branch Document Imaging $1, 000 000

Document imaging within the courts is recogmzed as one of the ‘most effective
technologies to provide shared access to court records without fear of loss or destruction
of the original and for responding to information requests in a timely and efficient
marmer. This funding would allow the branch to utilize the Department of
Administration’s Centralized Imaging Service as the document imaging and document
management solution for Montana courts. ' '
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Court Room Bench & Jury Equipment  $500,000

Montana’s courtrooms must be equipped to support the electronic presentation of
evidence and allow J udges to access and produce electronic documents from the Bench.
Disparities currently exist in the level of technology available in each courtroom. These
funds would be used to conduct a requirement and cost benefits analysis of courtroom
technology and to prioritize and implement the resulting recommendations. -

Local Interfaces/Collections $115,000

This initiative would provide funds to purchase interface modules to electromcally move
information between the Court case management system and local law enforcement
record management systems and collection agencies in Montana’s busiest courts of
limited jurisdiction (Yellowstone, Cascade, Missoula, etc.).

Statewide Judicial Calendaring System  $250,000
This initiative would provide a single statewide site license for a web-based calendaring
system for all courts in Montana. Thus prowdmg anytime, anywhere access to court

calendars throughout the state.

Supreme Court Case Management System $600,000

‘The Montana Supreme Court currently has no automated case management system. The
'Clerk of the Supreme Court has conducted a needs assessment and has secured partial
federal funding to automate Montana’s highest court. These funds would be used in
combination with the federal grant funds to secure a case management; system for the
Supreme Court and the Clerk of the Supreme Court. !

Progect Management $350,000 ‘
This proposal includes a $350,000 component for project management, a key component ,
for successful projects, and highly recommended by the State Chief Information Officer.

Motor Vehicle Records & Comrt Téchnology

. Monta.na courts ad_]uchcated over 83,000 traffic cases in 2003. Conwctlon
information is forwarded to the Department of Justice and establishes the
Montana driver history.

¢+ Montana courts serve as the impartial arbiter in disputes of motor vehicle
ownership.

e Montana courts adjﬁdicate disputes between law enforcement and citizens
-concerning driver license suspensions.



