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Graveley, Elaine; Heffelfinger, Sheri

Subject: Answers to Questions on HB 754

Marion,

We received some questions today in Committee (primarily from Rep. Bill Jones) regarding HB 754. | told the
Committee | would see if | could find the answers. | have listed each below with the information that 1 have been
able to gather. Will you please pass this on to the Committee?

1.

Q: How many legislative races this past year were uncontested in either the primary or general
Election? .

A: We do not have that specific information.

Q: How many candidates filed for office in Montana last year and how many of those filed within the
last week of the filing peried?

A: 296 individuals filed for legislative office in 2004. 114 of those filed in the last 15 days of the filing
period.

43 candidates files in statewide races in 2004. 16 of those filed in the last 15 days of the filing
period.

Q: Are there any school districts or conservation districts that are considered multi-county that this
bill would apply to?

A: Most Conservation Districts cover a single county however, we are told that at least a few are
multi~-county districts.

We have been informed by OPI that there are currently 45 school districts that are multi-county
districts and next year there will be 46,

It is also probable that there are multi-county water and sewer districts however, we do not have
statistics for those.

| believe these are all the questions that were posed. If the Committee wouid like additional information just

holler.

Mark Simonich
Chief Policy Advisor
Secretary of State’s Office
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