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The department has technical concerns with the proposed language in Section 2(2) of the bill.
It’s not clear to us if the intent is to prevent duplicate benefit payments over the same period of
disability on a medical condition that could be claimed as both an injury and OD; or if the intent
1s to prevent payment of benefits on medical conditions that could result in subsequent injuries in
the future after the first claimed medical condition reaches maximum medical healing.

In the spint of preventing unintended consequences, we wanted to bring our concerns to the
attention of the committee.

We also wanted to point out that Section 21 of the bill is amending Section 39-71-416, MCA,
and that section of law was determined to be unconstitutional by the Montana Supreme Court in
the Connery v. Liberty Northwest case. The Economic Affairs Committee requested HB126 in
this session and HB 126 repeals that unconstitutional section of law. We wanted to point that out
to this committee.

Thank you and I’m available forq estions. B
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