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THE LIFEHOUSE

Children are obvicusly important to us; the fact that
a child may not be born yet in no way lessens his or
her importance to us or to God, In view of the great
need for ministry to young (usually teen age),
un-wed mothers-to-be, we have a program we call
the “Life-House”. This mothers’ and babies” home
is capable of handling at least eight girls and their
babies at a time.

In this area of service, we have four main objectives:

1. To give pregnant girls an alternative to abortion,
by providing loving prenatal care in a Christian
residential setting, and supporting them through the
delivery of their babies.

. To give Christian counseling on parenting or adopt-
ing, and providing an avenue for those choosing
adoption to find Christian adoptive parents.

3. To provide a continuing living situation for both
mother and baby when parenting is their choice, and
they still need a place to live and finish their high
school or GED education requirements.

4. To lead those in our care to a closer walk with God.

Several babies have been bormn through this ministry
to girls who would otherwise have had abortions.
Some babies have been placed into Christian homes
through adoption.

We're excited as we see this facility serving young
girls who need help. Thanks to all the people who
have reached out to help make this possible!
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' _ WHO ARE WE?
PINEHAVEN is an 1100 acre “kid ‘n cattle” ranch
and school in Western Montana, about 100 miles
south of Glacier National Park. Since 1976, we have
been successfully caring for children who need an
alternative living sitnation.

Those we care for are any age through high school
and come from all parts of the country. Maximum

age for acceptance into the program is 16 1/2 years

old. Usually ke or she is from a broken home,
defiant, under-motivated in school, and running
with the wrong crowd. Many are involved in minor
‘crimes and misdemeanors. Those of teen age are
‘oftén into drugs, sex, and alcohol. Many times they
are the victims of neglect and abuse. Few have any
‘spiritual values.

PINEHAVEN SCHOOL
One of the problems common to many of our kids is
difficulty in school. This difficulty can be academic,
social (running with the wrong crowd), behavioral, or
(typically) all of these in combination. Furthermore,
many of the specific “trouble” items like alcohol,
_tobacco, and drugs are readily available in the public

school system. In response to these problems, in 1984

we began our own school. Our school had grown from
a single classroom in a small basement to a three-level
building with a capacity of up to seven classrooms and
100 students. The classes range from the basic core
subjects right up through Accounting and Computer
Science. Of course, Bible classes are strongly empha-
sized. PE. is held in the gymnasium and pool and shop
classes are taught in our wood and metal shops. The
most iportant fact about the school is that it provides
consistency for the kids. What is taught in the home is
reinforced at school. Without the conflicting signals
that often exist between home and the school, young
people can respond more quickly to God'’s leading in
their lives.

WHY DOES PINEHAVEN SUCCEED?

Qur program is based on five fundamental principles:

1.

. Soun ; old-fashion

It is established on a foundation of Scriptural faith.
“Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain
that build it.” (Psalm 127:1) In the serenity and

warmth of a true family environment, young people

go to church, worship God, participate in family
devotions, and much more.

. The program builds self-esteem. This is accom-

plished through the learning of skills and seeing
tangible results of hard work. As they learn, the
kids in our program develop self-confidence
because the ernphasis is on “What
T'can do” rather than on “What I
have”.

d Valucs ro-

- vide the necessary atmosphere for
sueccess. Our kids learn to help
each other and focus on each .
other's needs. Honesty and integri-
ty ate stressed as they learn how to
meet their own needs. They learn
skills which can help them obtain
future employment. We teach them to appreciate
the simple pleasures of life in a breath-taking
setting provided by our Heavenly Father.

. Personal responsibility. We don't subscribe to

society’s notion that anything wrong with your life
is someone else’s fault. Young people need to leam
to take responsibility for their own actions and
choices.

. A firm hand. a fair mind. and a warm heart. When

discipline is necessary we deliver it, as fairly as
possible, but always with love. The kids learn that
we don’t correct them because we are angry, but
because we care for them.
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