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The Value of an
Arts Education

At a time when state and local education budgets are facing se- y
vere cutbacks, school arts programs are often the first to suffer. A further
strain on the arts in the standards-based curricubum is the need to create greater
preparaticn time for high-stakes testing in the core subjects.

But the arts—visual, music, dance, As educators, it Is irnperative that
and theatre—have a rightful and im- - we take the initiative to deliver a
portant place in every child’s educa- strong message about the value of
tion. The knowledge developed in arts education. The new No Child
the arts is directly transferable to the Left Behind federal education law
cognitive skills crucial to other aca- properly recognizes the arts as a core New st NAESP
demic subjects. Furthermore, the arts academic subject. We should ensure e e o Priucipats %Hﬁ:%}%ﬁ
can stimulate a child’s self-estcem, cre- | - : Pieh-ralotad Resources B A s
ative thinking, and sense of accomplish- “The arts...can reach Looding Learsing Communities Oniine | 5553:%::3::{%:3:" ;E:E
.ment. Ultimately, the arts contribute Loading Lasrng Communites standansy | $hat fevaive srnd tha s
significantly o the development of a students in danger of Voadorsri. o stosent i

dats & decizon—making, and

range of abilities that are-essential to a srgagament, US. it Force

child’s success in school and beyond. Aailure by engaging %ﬁﬁ :Z%E;%:?
Recent research demonstrates how them in ways that p %ﬁiﬁ%{ﬁﬂé
exposure to the arts benefits all chil- i o mow s ongey, | g,
dren. In 1999, the Arts Education Part- match their individual
nership, which includes NAESP, . "
collaborated on a report, Champions of lea rning StyIES.
Change. The Impact of Arts on Learning,
The report confirmed a strong link that an education in the arts is com-
between arts education and enhanced . prehensive, sequential, based on
learning and achievement. According | well-developed standards, taught by
to its findings, students actively en- qualified teachers, and properly as-
gaged in the arts outperformed sessed. To enhance the teaching of
“arts-poor” students on nearly every the arts, schools should seek out part-
measure. The report also found that nerships with community resources,
the arts steer children toward positive such as artists, musicians, orchestras,
behaviors in both academic and non- and dance companies.
academic environments. ‘ At Wolcott Elementary School in
The arts connect children from dif ‘West Hartford, Connecticut, learning
| ferent cultures and backgrounds, and in, about, and through the arts has
they can reach students in danger of helped students develop higher-order
failure by engaging them in ways that thinking skills. During his 14 years
match their individual learning styles. at Wolcott, Principal Plato Karafelis
A new compendium, Critical Links: has used an arts-infused curriculum
Learning in the Arts and Student Achieve- to achieve a two-fold mission: to Our message as educators should be
ment and Social Development, released celebrate each child’s unique voice simple and clear. The arts belong in
earlier this year by the Arts Education and to ensure that all children meet every child’s basic education. As we
Partnership, provides further docu- high academic standards. The know from the research and from real-
mentation of how the arts contribute school also uses the arts to build life examples at schools like Wolcott,
positively to the development of aca- commumity by celebrating student the arts can contribute significantly o
demic and social skills in children. {(See | accomplishments at weekly public our common goal of helping every
“Don’t Axe the Arts!” in this issue.) assemblies. child meet high standards. [d
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