opossum 998

+o0.pos-sum {3 pisfam) n., pl. -sums, -sum: see PLURAL,
11,91?. 1{< AnI"xInd. (Algogquiaﬁ)
name, lit., white beast] 1. any of
several American marsupials (family
Didelphidae); esp., the American
(or Virginlan) opossum, a small,
omnivorous, tree-dwelling mammal
(Didelphis virginiana), with a rat-
like, prehensile tail, the female of
which carries its young in a pouch:
it is active at night and pretends to
dead when trapped 2. any of
various Australian phalangers
opossum shrimp a shrimplike crus-
.tacean (order Mysidacea), the fe-
e of which carries her eggs in a
pouch between the legs
opp. l.opposed 2. opposite OPOSSUM .
Op-pen-heim  (Epfn him’), E(d- (12-20 in, long; tail
ward?. Phillips 1866-1946; Eng. 10~21 in. long)
nevelist N
Op-ﬁpen-heim-er (ip”n hi‘mar), J(ulius) Robert 1904-
1967; U.S. nuclear physicist R
op:pi-dan (ip*i dan) adj. {L. oppidanus < oppidum, town]
of ‘& town; urban —n. a person living in a town .
op-pi-late (ip’s 1at/) ot. -lat‘ed, -lat’ing [ < L. ogfszams.
pp. of ogpslare, to stop ulp < ob- (see 0OB-) + pilare, to
ram down < pilum, pestle] [Rare] to block or obstruct
(the pores, bowels, stc.) —op‘pl-la‘tion n.
op:po-nen-cy¥ (3 pd’nansg) n. opposition; resistance
op-po-nent (> pafnant} n.[ < L. opponens, prp. of opponere
< ob- (see OB-) + ponere, to place: see POSITION] a person
who opposes; person against one in a fight, game, debate,
argument, etc.; adversary —ady. 1. [Rare) opposite, as in
position 2. apposing; adverse; antagonistic 3. Anal
bringing parts into opposition: said of a muscle .
SYN.—opponent, an unemotional word, refers to anyone who is
opposed to one, as in a fight, game, debate, cte.; antagonist
implies tore active opposition, especially in a strrzggle for control
or wer; adversary usually suggests actual hostility in the
congl%t; enemy may imply actual hatred in the opponent and a
desire to injure, or it may simply refer to any member of the
opposing group, nation, etc,, whether or not there is personal
animosity or hostility involved; foe, now a somewhat liter
synenym for ememy, connotes more active hostility —ANT.
ally, confederate
oE-por-tune (5){?91' tHon’, -ty®n’} adi [ME. < MPr. <
.“opportunus, lit., at or before the port < ob- {see OB-)
<+ portus, PORT!] 1, right for the pose; fitting in regard
to circumstances; said of time 2. happening or doue at the
right time; seasonable; well-timed; timely —SYN. see
TIMELY ~—op’pot:tune’ly gdv, —op’por:tune’ness n.
op-por-tun-ism (-iz’m) a. [ < prec., after Fr. opportunisme]
the practice or policy of adapting one’s actions, judgments,
ete. to circumstances, as in politics, in order to further
one's immediate interests, without regard for basic
principles or eventual consequences —op’por-tunfist n.,
adj. —op’por-tun-is’tic adj, —op’por-tun-is’ti-cal-ly adp.
op-por-tu-ni-ty {ip’sr t&6’na t§, -ty&’.) n., pi. -tles [ME.
apporiunile < Ol%). opporiunilé < L. opportunites <
opportunus: see OFPORTUNE] 1. a combination of cireum-
stances favorable for the rpose; fit time 2. a good
chance or oceasion, as to advance oneself
og-poa-a-ble (2 p&fza b’l) adj. 1. that can be opposed
. that can be placed opposite something else —op:pos’~
abilfi-ty n.
og-rpose (2 p3z*) vt. -posed’, -pos’ing [ME. opposen <
. opposer, altered (after poser: see pOSEY) < L. opponere:
see OB- & POSITION] I, to set against; place opposite, in
balance or contrast 2. to contend with in speech or
action; resis§; withstand —vf. to act in opposition —

op-pos’er n.
S%Is.o—oppuse implies offensive action taken against something
that threatens or interferes with one; resigt implies defensive
action taken against something that is already in active opposition
to ome [one ofposes legislative action under comsideration, one
resisls 8 measure already passed by refusing to comply with it/;
withstand usually implies resistance that successfully thwarts
or frustrates the attacle [can they witAsiand the new onslaught?f
—ANT. submit, succumb, comply

op-po-site (ip’s zit) edj. {ME. < OFr. < L. opposiius,
pp. of oppomere: see OB- & POSITION] 1. set againsi,
facing, or back to back; at the other end or side; in a con-
trary position or direction (ofien with to) 2. characterized
by hostility or resistance 3. different in every way;
exactly contrary; antithetical 4. Bof. a) growing in pairs,
but separated by a stem having one part on the same
radius as another, as a stamen in front of a petal —n.
anything opposed or opposite —edy. on opposing sides or
in an opposite position —prep. 1. fronting; across from
2. Thealer in a complementary role (of the opposite sex)
to [he played opposile her] —op’po-site-ly edv. —op’po-
site.ness n,
S¥N.—opposite is applied to things that are symmetrically
opposed in position, direction, ete. fthey sat at oppossle ends of
the table/; comtrary adds to this connotations of conflict or an-
tagonism [they hold confrary views); antithetical implies dia-
metrical opposition so that the contrasted things are as far apart
or as different as is possible {our interests are completely anti-
thetical]; reverse gpplies to that which moves or faces in the
opposite direction [the reverse side of a fabric/; antonymous is

used specifically of words
each :gntradictg, Teverses, 33’?,';;
andonymous tertns] —ANT: s
opposite number a persoi Wi
ing a comparable position, ran
place, organization, or situation’
op-po-si-tion (Ep/a zishan} n [A
opposition < L. opposilio -<-opposy
see OPPOSITE] 1. the act of opf
condition; resistance, contradietion
ete. 3. any person, group, or thi
[%ftm 0-] a political party opposis
check on, the party in power 4. Ag
tion of two heavenly bodies when
differ by 180°; esp., the position -
when either is on the opposite side’
sun 5. Low the refusal of a creditor
release under the bankruptey law
lation of exclusion or inclusion...
p]_.l}:ip'pqs‘lthns having the same sulb
differing in quality, quantity, or be
adj. —op’po-si’tion st a.,, adj.
o&-fress (gpres') vi, [ME. oppressex.
» Oppressore < L. og;bresm:, Dp. o
against < ob- (see OB.) 4 premere,
heavili on the mind, spirits, or senss)
2, to keep down by the cruel or up;
authority; rule harshly; tyrannize oy
crush; trample down &) to overpo
see WRONG —op-pres’sor n. .
OP-pres-slon (2 presh/an) n. [ME. <
. an oppressing or being oppress
oppresses 3, a feeling of being weig
worries or problems; physical or mengal
op-pres-give (> pres’n? adj.
oppressus: see OPPRESS] 1. hard to
great discomfort or fatigue 2.
tyrannical 3. weighing heavily on
senses; distressing —SYN. see ONEROUE
ady. —op-pres'sive -ness n. R
og-pro-bri-ous (2 pro’brE as) adi [M]
riostus] 1. expressing opprobrium g
2. [Now Rare] deserving oppro
op-pro’bri-ous:ly ady. —op-pro’bri-ous
op-pro-bri-um {-sm) n. [L. < opprobrar
ob- (see OB-) + probrum, a disgrace <;Pr
base of ferre, BEARY] 1. the disgrace or-infs
conduct viewed as grossly shameful 2. a8
shame or disgrace 3. reproachful contem
" regarded as inferior
op-pugn (3 py&on?) vt. [ME, oppugnen <
ob- (see OB.) + pugnare < pugna, a fight:se
to oppese with argument; criticize adi
question; controvert —op:pugn’er n.
op-pug-nant {3 pug’nant) adj. [L. cppusn
OPPUGN] [Rare] hostile; antagonistic —o
lgs #ps) [L., lit,, strength, riches: for
om, Myth, the wife of Saturn and de
identified with the Greek goddess Rhea .
-op-sis (ip’sis} [Gr. -opsis < opsis, & sigh
@ combining form meoning sight or view [
opsonic index [see opsoNIN] the ratio of:
acteria destroyed by phagocytes in an in
serum to the number destroyed in a norm
op-son-i.fy {ip stin’s fi’) of. -fied’,
OPSONIZE —op-son’l fi-ca’tion n. Loy
op-so-nin (4p’s3 nin) n. [obs. opsonr(fum), 18
. opsénion, food, provisions < opsdneit, tQ
ofson, meat or any food eaten with brea <
with + *pson, food, bread, akin to psdmos, T
-INt] a substance in blood serum acting 0.9
foreign cells to make them more Hable fo
phagocytes —op-son’ic (-sin’ik) adj.
og-so-r;xze (-niz’) »f. -nized’, -niz'ing [see¢
acteria, more liable to destruction by P
op‘so-ni-za’tion n. -
opt (ipt) vi. [Fr, opler < L. optare: see QPTION,
choice (often with for) —opt out {of) to chod
or continue in {some activity, organization, &4
opt. 1. optical 2. optician 3. optics 4. oit!
op-ta-tive (&p'ts tiv) adi. [Fr. opiatif < LL. 2
OPTION] 1. expressing wish or desire 2. des
the grammatical mood, as in Greek, which €¥
or desire ——n. 1. the optative mood 2. &7
mood —op’ta-tive 1y adv. i
op-tic (ip’tik) adf. [MFr. optigue < ML. off
opiikos: {or ult. hase see EYE] of the eye Or
——n, an_eve: a pretentiously humorcus usagtr
in the pl. . hi
op-ti-cal (1) adj. 1. of or connected with tn
sight; visual; ocular 2. of the relation betwee
vision 3. having to do with optics 4. for 2€¢
Foptical instruments) —op’ti-cal.ly edu.
optical activity the ability of certain supstaﬂﬂef'
the plane of polarization when transmitting PO
optical double (star) same os DOUBLE STAR L
optical isomerism a type of isomerism in WhiC
compounds differ only in the direction in ¥
rotate the plane of polarized light
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