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February 7, 2005

Testimony in opposition to SJ 8

Mr, Chairman, Members of the Committee:

My name is Eric Schiedermayer. I represent the Montana Catholic Conference, the voice
for Montana’s two Roman Catholic bishops in the state legislature, who in turn are the
spiritual leaders of over 140,000 Montanans.

The Catholic Church stands very much in favor of the “separation of church and state™
when it is properly understood. Likewise, the Catholic Church has absolutely no
problems with the theory of evolution, and most of us, including Pope John Paul II, are
quite comfortable with the idea that God used such a gradual approach in his creative act.
We have no problem with evolution — biological and geological — begin taught in our
schools.

Several proponents of the hill spoke quite eloquently about how faith and science
complement each other, how they ask different questions and do not contradict each other
when properly understood. The Catholic Church agrees whole-heartedly.

So, you might say that I don’t really stand in opposition to this bill. T felt however, that to
stand as an informational witness would not be completely accurate either, as I do have
some concerns about it. When Senator Toole, in his sponsoring remarks, said, “Welcome
to the culture wars,” he hit upon those concerns.

My fear 1s that this bill is in fact being used as a vehicle to further another current of
thought which is at work in our culture — that people should leave their faith in their
closet at home and NOT bring it into the public forum.

The Catholic Church is convinced that just the opposite is necessary. Rather than
eliminating faith and values from our public decision making, from the way we set the
directions and priorities of our society, we need to EXPAND the role they play. We need
to flavor our culture with Gospel values — values of compassion for the poor and
vulnerable, respect for the intrinsic dignity and value of every human person, concern for
the COMMON good rather than our own individualistic interests.

One proponent spoke of the division this issue brought to her community, and how that
community “wasted a year” dealing with it. T would caution all of us not to let the same
thing happen now at the state level.

Respectfully submitted,
Eric pchiedermayer

Ex Wyoﬁc Conference
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The Court exercises special caution in the public schools due to the _
presence of impressionable young students who are at school as a 6 A\ ]
result of compulsory-attendance laws. This combination of children }3 \( WK’

and a captive audience distinguishes the school prayer cases from

other situations such as legislative sessions or college graduations,

where courts may be more lax in applying the establishment clause.

As the caretaker for all the children in the community, a public

school has the responsibility to protect the conscience of every f

student. This will include children of various religious faiths, as well

as those of no religious faith. Only by maintaining a posture of

neutrality can the school be fair to all,
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January 18, 2005

Senator Don Ryan

Chairman, Senate Education and Cultural Resources Comsnittee
Montana State Capital Building

Helena, MT, 56922

Dear Senator Ryan:

I am writing to you on bebalf of the Anti-Defamation League in support of
Resolution # SJ8, "“The Importance of Separation of Church and State,” sponsored by
Senator Ken Toole.

As you may know, the Anti-Defamarion League, founded in 1913, is 2 leading
human relations and ¢ivil rights organization, combating anti-Semitism and a1} forms of
bigotry, as well as safeguarding religious freedorn throughout the United States and
abroad. ADL believes deeply that government should aeither promote nor be hostile to
religion. This position is not one of hostility towards religion; rather, it reflects a
profound respect for religious freedom and a recognition of the extraordinary diversity of
religious views represented by the students in our public schools.

Senator Toole’s bill is driven by curriculum changes in Darby schools last year
that mandate the discussion of so-called “Intelligent Design Theory” in science classes.
Creationism, Creation Science, and Intelligen: Design Theory are three religious theories
of creation offered 10 explain the crigins of the universe. It is well settled that educators
may not teach, either as scientific fact or even as an alternative or cornpeting theory, the
theory that humankind was created by a divine being. In science classes, educators must
present only scientific explanations for life on earth and scientific cnitiques of evelution.
Therefore, public schools must teach the scientific theory of evolution, and it 1$ legally
impermissible to bring Intelligent Design and other similar theories into the classroom.
See e.g Epperson v. Arkansas, 393 U.8. 97; Edwards v. Aguillard, 482 U.8. 578,

In addition, compliance with the separation of church and state rmust be
vigorously enforced in the nation's public schoels. This is especially important due to a
number of considerations unique to the public schools: the specific sensitivities of school-
age children, the fact thar public schools are public institations, and the profound
influence of school officials and teachers over students. Moreover, the student body in
America’s public schools is growing increasingly diverse and, thus, must be hospitable to
students from a variety of backgrounds, including siwudents of all faiths or those of no
faith. Public schools should inculcate students with understanding and respect for
diversity, as well as a spirit of tolerance, acceptance and inclhusion.

Antfi-Defamation League, 600 Stewar Street, Suite 720 » Seattie. WA 98101-1227

(206) 448-5349 » FAX (208) 445-5355 ¢ Cregen (503) 284-9331 « E-mzll: seatde@adlorg Wab site: www .adlorg
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to the separation of church and state, to

tesching valid scientific principles and, perhaps, most importantly, to ensuring that every
student feels welcome in Montanz public schools,

Rob Jacobs
Regional Director
Pacific Northwest Region
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