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FISCAL NOTE

Bill #: - SB0291 Title: Quality home school and: child protection act
Primary Sponser: Ryan, D _ Status: As Introduced
(Dﬂ‘" ’:Z{//»’f : : _ 2 o 7
Sponsor signature / Date vid Ewer, get Director Date
e : -
Fiscal Summary
FY 2006 FY 2607
: Difference Difference
Expenditures: |
General Fund ) §£7,700 $7,700
Revenue: : A
General Fund $0 $0
Net Impact on General Fund Balance: (37,700) ($7,700)
X Significant Local Gov. Impact [[] Technical Concerns
. [ ] Included in the Executive Budget (] Significant Long-Term Impacts
[]1 Dedicated Revenue Form Attached [X] Needs to be included in HB 2
Fiscal Analysis
ASSUMPTIONS: :
1. For the FY2004-2005 school year, there are 3,971 home school students registered with the county
superintendents.

Kindergarten: 107 registered home school students
Grades 1-8: 2,932 registered home school students
Grades 9-12: 932 registered home school students

2. Of these students, it is estimated that 400 home school students are 4™ graders; 330 are 8" graders, and
230 are 11™ graders. SB 291 would require home schoolers in Grades 4, 8 and 11 to take the Iowa Tests.
The contract amount for OPI's contract with Riverside Publishing company would need to be increased by
approximately $7,700 annually to include testing for an additional 960 students.

FISCAL IMPACT:

FY 2006 ' FY 2007
Difference - : Difference

. Expenditures: _
Operating Expenses-testing - $7,700 §7,700

Page 1 of 2 56 2_9/




% Montana State Legislature
Idex for SB 291 Additional Documents

1. Montana State Senate 2005 Visitor
Register for SEB 291
Only 25 pages of the 114 pages (average of
1,300 visitors) of the Visitor Register has
been scanned, because is exceeds the
maximum amount of pages that can bhe
scanned for Visitor Registers.

2. Other Documents have not heen scanned
they exceed the maximum number to be
scanned. Twenty-five will be scanned to

aid in your research, these include various

papers ranging from verhbal testimony,
letters, and flyers, well over 500 pages was
submitted. There is no sequence or order
to this information.

The original exhibit is on file at the
Montana Historical Society and may be
viewed there.

Montana Historical Society Archives, 225 N. Roberts, Helena, MT 59620-1201;
phone (406) 444-4774. For minutes in paper format, please contact the Montana
State Law Library, Justice Building, 215 N. Sanders, Helena, MT 59620; (406)
444-3660. Tapes and exhibits are also available at the Historical Society (tapes
are retained for five years). scanning done by: Susie Hamilton
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Sarah Proffitt

3130 E. Hollyhock
Belgrade, MT 59714
406 388-8367
21/05

Dear Senate Education Commiitee,

| am writing to express my concern about the new home school bill that has been
recently brought to my attention. | am a special education teacher in the Bozeman Public
school, and last year | had a student with Downs Syndrome whose mother has decided to
home school her this xear. As much as | was sorry to see her go, | was very supportive of
this parent’s decision for a couple of reasons. Due to the nature of Sara’s disabiiity, she
needed one on one assistance to stay on task during most all leaming situations. She is so
exiremely distracted by others around her that we had to pull her to a quiet, secluded room
by herself to get her to focus on her academic goals. Often it was hard to find a space
without distractions. The other reason | felt home schooling would benefit this student was
because of her strong desire to mimic other students, especially the students with odd, or
inappropriate behaviors. At home the parents have more control over her exposure to
people and situations.

I see this student every week now, as she comes to school to receive speech therapy.
tam amazed at the progress she has made in reading, writing and her math skills since she
has been learing at home. Without the distractions of other students and the activities that
go onin a public school she has been able to leam to her fullest potential. | know that she is

Jetting socialization with other children through her church and the home school networik in

zeman. |do not think home schooling is beneficial for every student, but at this time 1
feel very strongly that it is the best for' Sara's academic success. | would hate to see her
lose this opportunity to achieve to her fullest potential. As well | would hate to see these
parents lose the choice to educzte their child in the way they see best.

Sincerely,

= Rt

Sarah Proffitt
Special Education Teacher



1/31/05
Jane Harris
508 West Lamme St.
Bozeman, Montana

39715

Senate Education Committee

To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Jane Harris and [ have been a full time Special Education Aide in the
Bozeman School System for the last eight years. I do not have a teaching certificate but I
do spend a majority of each day working one on one with individual students. I am
writing this letter about a student I had the opportunity to work with last year. Sara
Schuster entered Emily Dickinson School as a six-year-old kindergartener with Downs
Syndrome. She spent two years in kindergarten before moving on to first grade where 1
began working with her. Sara is eager to learn and given the right atmosphere has the
potential to be a good student. The first couple of weeks in first grade were wonderful for
Sara when the students were just getting to know their fellow classmates. When it came
time for academics Sara soon became frustrated, sometimes to the point of tears. Because
of Sara’s disability she is extremely and easily distracted. You can imagine how bard it
was for her in a first grade classroom with 20 plus other students. Each day we would
search for a quiet place in the school to work on reading and math. I was amazed at
Sara’s reading skills when she was able to keep her focus. Unfortunately it didn’t take
much to get her off task and there was truly not a place to be found in the school where
Sara could concentrate on the curriculum that would be necessary for her to keep up with
the rest of her first grade classmates.

At the end of last year’s school year, Sara’s mother made the decision to home
school Sara. Sara comes to school at least once a week for speech therapy, so I still have
contact with her mother and get weekly progress reports. Sara has done amazingly well
working one on one with her mother at home. As much as I miss working with Sara at
schoo! I support her family 100 % in their decision to keep her home. I believe Sara will
reach a higher level of education in a home school environment with the constant support
from her family.

Respectfully,

£

© /  Jane Harris
v4




Linda M. Zupan
Sign Language Instructor
2415 Flathead Creek Road West

Wilsall, Montana 59086

Imzl.pan@umnet

578-2329
February 2005 |
Dear Senate Education Committee Members:
As a Montana Certified teacher, | am writing my concem about HB 291

Shudnts. Trough ‘%Q‘““’mmm%mmmm

allowstormebeaneedsddldiidmn Aswnttmﬂisbﬂldoesnotoﬁerme ‘
ﬂembihty for caring, concernad parents to educate their children athome should they and their
children’s teacher deem this the best course of action,

| would fike to convey my thoughts on a pasticular child, Sara Schuster, who | fes! is better off
being schooled at home at this time. Sara’s parents; Scott & Kristin Schuster, both educated,
mmwwﬂfgs?ammmmmmﬁmmﬂ%ﬁa iS as a
Down Syndrome hortly after Sara’s diagnosis in the spring , Kristin
eontaatadmebaskuﬂmﬂdaooompanyna'toawomsmpmﬂs This was one of the first
wfsl(nsmmmorder as much information as possibie as to what
bestfofSala Sara. Sara is now 9 years okf and Knistin continues on her pursuit of what is

g&nelongwimha'mmAMAS landergg‘rgnbt:acherofo o
a other nnie a years
wntactedmemAugustmsaeﬂmmemtoharMmearﬂtakeamatmmatem
shel'latzlgaltheredfu::lr!‘uann-!nmeleartlr'liie embormentam?oc!ferwggengi;m'nsasmrgmo

set up a classroom. Upon arriving at home, | was pleasantly surprised to see
that Kristin had set aside a area n their fumished basement as a classroom. She also
showed me an impressive coliection of books, manipulatives and school supplies she nad
gathered and organized.

lnSeptemberonOlM | returned to find Kristin had added school desks, an easel, a
ﬁmmmnﬁmsammmwManmm;n
organizi space After questions classroom
managerngem t modeled some %mmmmmhm
My schedule has not atiowed me to retumn to the Schusters at this time, however, | vividly
recdlKﬁsﬁnmmgmeeaﬂyinJmuawtoshweherenﬂwmsmatthegreatgainsshewas
noticing in Sara’s classroom performance and comprehension of abstract tasks which were
earlier deemed difficult for Sara. Kristin told of the many science experiments the gins had
conducted and how their questions had led them o further in-depth studies of many subjects.

It is with these mmnndihatlwgeyoutoreconsidermeeomponents'ofHazmmat
would not alfow a dedicated parent as Kristin Schuster and such motivated students as
Sara and Annie Schuster to continue with thelr work that matters. _

Sincerely,

Linda M. Zupan




February 7, 2005
Deow Senator Ryow
I aumv writing thiy letter tor e/)cprm concerw
about the upcoming bill regarding home
school students. I hawve not had o chance
to- read the bill inv ity entivety, however wy
concerw i in reference to- ity mentiow of
studenty withe disabilities. Presently, I amv
employed as o Speech Pathologist with the
public school and have beerw av advocate
for Special Educatiow for many years. For
the first time, parenty of a student with
Dowwy Syndrome have chosen to-home
school their daughter. I hove contiruied
my speech therapy prograww wilhvSavaw at
the public school withva Private School
Plan. Saura’s family have been devoted to-
ing home school work for Sawa. Pro-
gresy hay beenw noted first hand in many
academic areas. She hasy also-been givew
ample opportunities to-work ovw socialigo-
tion, as they awre ivwolved invv many activ-
ities. I would oppose any bill that wowld
restrict this family’s opportunity to-educa-
their daughter however they choose.
Aot Dhoater. N
/9‘5' Hr ol ,,:Z P 1]

59715
406 {6’7’ 8597




February 10, 2005

Dear Senators,

I would like to start by introducing myself. I am Deborah O’Reilly business owner, wife
and mother to four children. I am not usually a politically inclined person; however, a
bill has been brought to my attention that I think is worth the time and needs some
direction. It is senate bill 291 Quality home school and child protection act.

The bill addresses our current home schooling laws. The focus of the bill is the regulating
and monitoring systems in place for the children being home schooled. This bill focuses
on what is believed to be best for the child; however, it is a gross violation of parental
rights. The area of the bill, which is most alarming, is where it prohibited parents with
children with a learning disability to be home schooled. This would include parents with
children with such disability as Down’s syndrome and autism.

Parents who have these special children are forced to make difficult choices about the
needs of these children on a daily basis. These are often difficult agonizing choices you
and I hope we never have to make as parents. I personally know one family who has
made the difficult choice to homeschool their disable child. This choice was made after
long consideration of what was best for the child. The particular child I would like to
bring to you attention is Sara Schuster.

I worked with Kristen Schuster, Sara’s Mother, at First West Insurance for 10 years.
The family has made great sacrifices to home school Sara. The decision came after two
years in the public school system where Sara struggled, With much consultation with the
public school they agreed that Sara might benefit from the home school environment.
Sara, like many disable children, are easily distracted and have trouble focusing at the
level which is required for learning. Home schooling is a more controlled environment
where distractions can be kept to a minimum. The individual attention, which can be
provided in home school environment, is necessary in teaching children with disabilities.
Kristen has been able to provide Sara with the tools she needs to learn. Kristen has kept
in touch with the public school, which provides Sara with speech therapy on a weekly
basis. They have seen the progressive strides Sara has made since she left the public
school to be home schooled.

Senate bill 291 takes away the parental right to direct the education of a disable child. It
prohibits them from home schooling their child. There is no basis or need for this bill. It
is a violation of parental rights. It is discriminatory to those children with disabilities. 1
hope you take to time to consider the negative effect this will have on children with
disabilities. I strongly oppose this bilf and I am glad it was brought to my attention, I
appreciate you taking the time to read this letter and hope you will consider opposing this
bill.

Sincerely,

Deborah O’Reilty




Honorable Members of the Senate Education Committee:
My name is Tyler Stockton and I am an 18 year old home educated student.

Let me share some things about me. My parents decided to home educate me when I was
in the second grade. 1 was home educated until my freshman year of high school, when
my parents enrolled me in a local Christian high school. That year | excelled at that
school. My grades of A+ in every class showed that I was capable of handling any
subject matter because of the education my parents had given me. When the next school
year was approaching, with a new principle and new requirements my parents did not
think were appropriate, they decided to home educate me once again, I presently have
two classes left to finish before 1 leave for the United States Marine Corps on August 15.
I have been in the Boy Scouts since I was ten and was given the rank of Eagle Scout in
2001. I am also a Vigil member of the Order of the Arrow, and Lodge Chief for the
Apoxky Aio Lodge. Ireceived a 1240 on the SAT and a 98 out of 99 on the ASVAB (the
military entrance exam) test, without any prior study.

There are several reasons why 1 am against this bill:

1. In order for a child to pass a standardized test they are taught to the test.
Nationally standardize tests are designed to go along with the curriculum
public schools use. In order for the home educated children to do well on
these tests, they would have to teach exactly the public school curriculum.

2. This bill would make it against the law for a disabled child to be home
educated. I believe that many disabled children can receive a better education
when they are at home with their parents where they are in a loving
atmosphere. Being at home provides them with confidence that they can
conquer the material that is presented at their level.

3. This bill also makes it illegal for stepparents and legal guardians to home

educate their children. These people have just as much right to teach their
children as anybody else.

I feel that I am a walking example that home education works with the present law on the
books. Please, I urge you to vote no on SB 291.

Just as a reminder, Abraham Lincoln was home educated and I'm pretty sure the state
didn’t supervise his home school.

Sindere ,-%/

Tylér Stockton




Suzanne Gorder, Ph.D.
9440 Haggerty Lane
Bozeman, MT. 59715
February 3, 2005

Montana Senate Education Committee

RE: Senate Bill 291

Dear Senator Ryan:

i am a professional musician, member of the Musicians Union, Local 709,
American Guild of Musical Artists, and Bozeman Piano Teachers’ Association. 1 have
performed and taught music in numerous settings in the U.S.A. and abroad. AssuchIam
in an excellent position to compare home school students with public/private school
students in terms of scholastic competence and achievement in the field of music.
Without reservation, the home school students score censistently higher; they arrive at
class well prepared, self-assured, and are socially appropriate in class, Morc over they
delivery a reliable musical perfonnance

_ Of particular concern to me is the clause in Senate Bill 291..." Prohibit the home
schooling of children determined to have a developmental disability such as autism or
Down’s syndrome...” This past semester I had Sara Schuster in a choir. Due to her
mother’s knowledgeable and supportive instruction, Sara was able to participate fully in
singing and dancing with her sister in public performance with the group. It is widely
acknowiedged that public schools cannot afford the one on one instruction that parents
can offer in a safe and comfortable home environment io developmentally disabled
students.

Personally I cannot beheve the Democratic Party sponsoring a bill which would
effectively strip parents of their parental rights in Montana. fam a Democrat based on
the party’s traditional protection of individual human rights and consistent promotion of
social justice. This bill would take away a very basic parental right and deny social
justice. I expect the Democratic Party to reverse their support of this bill. If not, a
multitude of human rights advocates will withdraw their vote and support for our
Democrat senators and representatives. Surely there are more creative ways of funding
public education than forcing enrollment.

Respectiully,

~ S e Gorder, Pi/



Testimony Against SB 291
Mr. Chairman and Senate Edugation Committee members,

My name is Joellen Barbagello. | live in Helena, Montana. | hold a B.S. in
Elementary Education from Mortana State University-Bozeman. | have taught in
several school districts in the Helena area and at the university level in China. {
learned in my education classej and classroom teaching two critical issues:

1.) a student being ready for any concept will maximize their ability to

master that concept.
2.) the best teaching and learning environment is with a low student tq
teacher ratio, similar tp the tutorial method used in public schools.
Based on these two crite}i]a, my husband and | chose to home educate, our
own children.

Educators know, and stuqiles prove, that children develop at different rates
than others of the same age, especially academlcally However, the current
educational practice in the Statejfof Montana requires that the age of a student,
rather than their readiness for any academic course, be the standard for placing
students in a grade level. Once in that grade a child is locked into that level o
teaching for all subjects, regardiess of personal development or readiness for,
any given subject. This is the loFk-step curriculum. K

There is an attempt to accommodate developmental differences through
remediation and Gifted and Tal{nted programs in public schools, with additio%ai
cost and effort on the part of students, parents and school personnei.

In my personal experience, teaching 7" and 8" grade at the Montana City
Schootl District, the subject of readiness became a major issue with my studer)ts
especially boys. Many of these children were considered failing. However, in
reality they were simply not ready for some cognitive jump in academic
requirements placed on their age and grade level.

Testing in these cases only confirmed what | already knew as their
teacher. They were not ready. Yet the results and stress of those tests set u
incredible personal and emotional barriers to learning, instilling a sense of def?aat
within each student. _

The real cause of the students’ struggles over mastery of the material was
that their ievel of development had not yet achieved maturity in the areas tested.
The lock-step system is not able to accommodate these developmental issues.

As a Home Educating parent for over 15 years, with several sons, | have
seen the current home school law gives parents the freedom to teach each
academic discipline in a tailor-made curriculum based solely on the readiness of
their child in that discipiine. Student mastery in this approach is excellent, and
the re-teaching of concepts is practically eliminated. The intense one-on-one
tutorial approach the home educational environment provides these children i
only validated by the public schoo! utilizing the exact same one-on-one tutorin
model for any remedial students in public school. When using the tutoring mode!
as the primary method, any need for remediation is incorporated into the day tp




day curriculum and does not present any stigma or barriers to the student's
academic progress.

The requirement of SB 291 for standardized testing will require all home
school students, regardiess of their readiness in any subject to be tested at one
particular grade level. The strength of home education is in not locking any child
into a specific grade level and evaluating each child as they are ready to move
through the material chosen specifically for them. The public school model dges
not allow for such an individualized academic path for each child.

If only for the importance of teaching according to development, and the
primary use of the one-on-one tutorial method for teaching students, | would
request the committee to reject this bill. But these following points would add to
the weight for the argument to table this bill in its entirety.

SB 291: 1)) requires more from Home School students and their parents
than other non-public schools in the state of Montana by
requiring name, age, grade, immunization records and
standardized testing.

2.) calls the parent the supervisor of the home school, rather tl'\an
the teacher. [f the parent is not the teacher, who is?

3.) requires a B.A./B.S. or teacher certification for the parent
{though merely a supervisor according to this bill) without
documentation or evidence that these additional requirements
on the parent will benefit the student.

4)) requires a monitor for parents with a diploma or GED without
any purpose given for the monitor other than reporting the
child’s progress, which a parent can do.

5.) requires standardized testing, forcing the curriculum to match
the test for the best scores.

6.) contradicts e)isting law where a parent has the right to choose
curriculum and course of study, as well as the evaluation of the
student, yet must pass standardized tests.

7.) requires monitoring without determining who bears the costs of
this requirement.

8.) requires home school parents to pay for the costs of these
State mandated standardized tests when public school parents
do not pay for the same service.

9.) requires developmentally disabled students to be taken fro
the home, usyally the best environment for their special needs.

10.) removes the right of step-parents and legal guardians tc
educate their children or wards at home, though they bear the
same legal responsibility for a child as any biological parent.

| respectfully submit these issues as evidence that to change the current
home schooling law would eliminate the most educationally superior option for a
parent to chose in educating their children at home.

Joellen Barbagelio 6430 Raven Road Helena, Montana
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FEileen M. Gamett
301 Riverview 7 West
Great Falls MT. 59404

In Regards to SB291:
As a parent who is a neophyte to home school, I still feel the threat of your bill pushing into my home.

We left public school because of the uncomfortable restrictions of the system. We just don’t fit into
what some call the “norm”. I have had some terrible experiences with teachers in conferences. I have
written letters to the school board and Dr Dunn. In response I was contacted by a schoot principle
who said he had spoken to the teachers and they had no idea why I was so upset and they all thought
the conferences had gone so well. When I left in tears that should have been an indicator that the
conference had not gone well! I felt my child was under attack and that my ability as a parent was
being called into question. I could not do well in that environment and I cannot ask my child or
children to try and do well in what I would call an unfriendly environment,

In February 2004 we made the jump and tried home school. I began to research the topic at length
and discovered a wealth of resources and support. We read novels together, watch films and build
on the cable in the classroom series on Discovery Channel. Thave found work books as well as CD’s
for every subject necessary. 1 absolutely love the serendipitous moment when the hight comes on and
you know the understanding is there, My middie child (Kevin) was watching the Assignment
Discovery for the day which was discussing the periodic table of elements. At the mention of iron
he tells me, “Iron, that FE. I know that from my anatomy lesson.” After watching Hamiet, my
youngest son states, “So the king is dead, the queen is dead, and the prince is dead. That pretty much
wipes out that royal family!” “Yes it does” I reply. “What do you think will happen next?” He
thinks for a moment then responds with, “Maybe they will get taken over by another country.
England was willing to kill Hamlet at the kings request” Incredible thinking! As an added bonus my
three year old daughter is learning well beyond her years. I am considering bring some preschool
work books home for her as she can already type her name on the computer and recognize the letters
of the alphabet. Her development at an accelerated pace I contribute to her brothers and their being
at home to study. They teach her. Our family bond is stronger. All stress related illness has
vanished.




Now you wish to take our comfort away and force upon us the very restrictions we were fleeing. It
seems you want to dictate to us what, when, and how we study. You even want to place your own
people in my home to monitor me and my children. Such an invasion into our lives and home make
me feel like a monitored criminal instead of a parent trying to do what is best for her children. I feel
you are even trying to remove some of my resources. Different does not mean wrong. We achieve
the same goals. We raise strong healthy people ready to take on what the world brings. Don’t you
think we realize the importance of what we do? It is our desire as loving parents that makes us seek
the alternative. 1know my children best and have the patients and understanding to teach them life
skills, Please let me!

Eileen M. Gamett




TO Senate Education Committee Members

FROM Terry and Kristiana Gregory, Alberton, Montana
Opposed to Senate Bill 291

When my husband and I began discussing the opportunity for our children to be home schooled, we
took the matter very seriously. After all, when our children graduated from our home into society,
their successes or failures would be largely based on what they had been taught and how well they
had been educated. We had many long talks together, mainly discussing the reasons we were
choosing this method of education for our children versus government education in the public
school system. Since [ would be conducting the vast majority of the education myself, as a full time
mother and at home parent, I spent a great deal of time researching home schooling in its entirety.
My husband and I were greatly encouraged by all of the positive information and feedback we
found.

As we determined to educate our children in our home, the foliowing were a number of key reasons
that led to our decision:

1. We know and believe that we have been entrusted by God with our children, to raise them up in
the best manner we can. We alone are responsible for their upbringing and training, their early
childhood being the most critical time to lay the foundation for the rest of their lives. We take this
matter very seriously,

2. We know and believe that the way our children conduct their lives will be largely based upon the
rules and guidelines that are set for them in our home and the consistency with which they are taught
to follow them. This primarily involves the development of their character and the moral values
they are taught which will carry them through the rest of their lives. We take this matter very
seriously.

3. We know and believe that no one in any public or private school will ever be able to teach our
children the proper values, beliefs and worldview better than we will as their parents. What they are
taught in our home will determine their behavior when, as adults, they take their place in society.
We take this matter very seriously.

4. We know and believe that materials currently taught in public schools are in direct conflict with
our knowledge of God and our living faith in Him. We have made, and continue to make, our own
decisions as to when our children will learn certain subjects, what and how they will learn about
those subjects and what they will not be exposed to pertaining to those subjects. We take this
matter very seriously.

We have thoroughly read and discussed the proposed legislation in S.B. 291 and we are opposed to
the bill in its entirety. The restrictions this bill would impose on all current and any future home
schooling families in Montana are unreasonable and in certain sections against current federal laws.
In 2004, Congress was successfully lobbied to add a provision to the No Child Left Behind Act that
makes it illegal for states to require a homeschooler to take state assessments. Also, S.B. 291 1s
unconstitutional as it requires a student to be tested on material they haven't been taught. S.B. 291
would destroy our rights as parents to direct the education of our children by forcing us to teach




them government approved curriculum.

Members of the Senate Education Committee, we are asking you to defeat S.B. 291 today.
Imposing this bill on the families in Montana who have chosen to excercise their rights and
freedoms to educate their children in loving, home environments would be grossly unreasonable.
Current Montana laws pertaining to the home schooling community have been working favorably
for over 20 years now. There is no evidence given to support implementation of this bill.

Thank you very much for your valuable time and attention to this important matter.

Respectfully,

Terry and Kristiana Gregory
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2/12/05
To Whom it May Concern,

My name is Rebecca Cox and I am a Registered Nurse in the Emergency Department at
Northern Montana Hospital. This letter is to address Senate Bill 291 in regards to home
schooling.

I was home schooled as a child for S years until my junior year when I entered public
high schocl. My experience as a home schooled child was a very good one. I received
excellent academic instruction through a home school curriculum. I did very well with the
school work and was actually advanced a grade upon entering public high school based on the
content of the subjects which I had already completed during home schooling.

I had plenty of friends and socialization as well as extracurricular activities during
the time I was home schooled. I did not feel isolated by being at home instead of inside a
school. My parents were very supportive, instructive and encouraging during this periecd of
time. The decision to enter public high school was a difficult one and was based on
financial demands necessitating my mother having to work outside the home.

I have no regrets about the time I wag home schooled. I feel I was given better moral
guidance at home than in school and was better prepared to deal with the peer issues that
arose in public high school. I performed well academically once I entered public high
school also and was on the honor roll. I was able to get into nursing school feeling well
prepared for that challenge.

I believe home schooling is a positive benefit to children and families. Parents who
choose to home school their children do so to provide the best possible education that they
can. I am seriously considering home schooling my own two children in the future.

Sincerely,

“fuleeer Coy

Rebecca Cox




To the Senate Education Committee:

| am an Emergency Physician in Havre,Montana. This state’s current
excellent homeschool law allows me the freedom to school my
children as | believe is right. It has also allowed an open, supportive
community of homeschoolers to develop in Havre. It would seem to
many that | would have motivations to leave Montana; the hourly pay
scale for ER doctors in Havre is below the 25th percentile nationally.
Additionally, my supportve family lives 2,500 mile away in North
Carolina. The excellent homeschooling law is very important to my
decision to remain in Montana. Please vote no to SB291. --Cameron
Parham, MD




Craig and Diana Doud
PO Box 249
Clancy, MT 59634
Febrary 13, 2005

Montana Senate
PO Box 200500
Helena, MT 59620-0500

Senate Education Committee Member:

We are writing this letter to express our adamant opposition to Senate Bill 291, “Quality Home School
and Child Protection Act”. We feel this bill is intrusive and counter productive to the quality education
that we have committed ourselves to providing for our children in our home.

The overall tone of the bill implies that the state knows what is best for our children supplanting the role
of the parent. We do not understand why the state does not take on more of a supportive role for parents
who choose to take responsibility for raising and educating their children as opposed to hindering their
involvement.

We firmly disagree with the position that a parent is unqualified to teach their children uniess they hold a
baccalaureate degree and / or teaching license. This idea is completely without merit. My formal
education does not include a baccalaureate degree, still this did not adversely impact my ability to learn
and succeed in the business environment. My current position is that of a district manager overseeing the
Wal-mart stores in this state. My wife, who also does not have a baccalaureate degree, and is the primary
educator of our children, had a career as a RN and put this career aside to take on the responsibility of
educating our children.

We fecl that education is more than academics; it is an all-encompassing leamning process preparing our
children for their future. This is done by raising and educating our children in an environment based on
biblical principles.

Section 8 of the bill requires participation in state level assessments. These tests would not accurately
reflect the quality of education received in the home. One of the advantages of home schooling allows the
parents to chose the curriculum and sequence in which it is to be taught. This curriculum and sequence
may not directly match with the curriculum that the state standardized tests are geared to. Many home
schoolers, we included, regularly test to assess how well the students have learned the material being
taught. In doing so, the parent can determine the most effective method to teach the material to the child.

It seems to me that common sense would dictate that children with learning disabilities would benefit more
in a loving environment where they can receive one-on-one instruction from a parent that has lifefong
commitment and understanding of the child’s needs, learning style and abilities.

In conclusion, we again urge you to vote against this bill. This bill will only hinder the outstanding
education that home schoolers have been, thus far, able to provide for their children in the state of
Montana.

=4/ s

Craig & Diana Doud




The people writing this bill seem to believe that the parents are not capable of taking care
of their children without oversight. We believe that parents have a God-given responsibility to
oversee their children’s education and well-being. We take this seriously and feel likewise that
one who is not a parent will not have the same vested interest in the child.

We began to home school in 1982 because we felt that God had given us the
responsibility for our children’s education, and we knew we’d be fraveling overseas and wanted
the continuity home schooling would bring to their education. In subsequent years we have
successfully home schooled our eight children, both overseas and in Montana, and have always
tried to fulfill the requirements of the law.

Our first son graduated with honors from Calvin College, and is studying for a masters
and working in computer programming. Our second son is nearing completion of a degree as a
certified gemologist and recently won first prize in a national competition for a ring he designed.
Our third child is in the process of studying for a nursing degree. QOur last son is
developmentally delayed and, because we were unsure how to proceed, we put him in a pubhc
school special ed classroom for six months last year. Although we appreciated the help from
the people at the school, it is obvious that he began to really learn and flourish when we
developed a home based program using private therapists and took him out of the public school.
As a friend of ours who is a special ed teacher said, - although the teachers do their best, itis
impossible to meet the needs of the children adequately in a classroom with a ratio of one teacher
and aide to ten children, They just don’t have the resources nor personnel. Of all children,
special needs children like our son may need to be home schooled the most, because they learn
best with one on one tutoring.

Please, for the sake of the children, vote against SB291

Respectfully, John & Nancy Fowler
608 Alkali Creek Rd.
Billings, Mt. 59101




Dear Senator Don Ryan;
Chairman Education Commitiee;

We have been Home schooling for fourteen years now. We have graduated two
children with a GED. The GED tester was impressed that our children had such a broad
knowledge in all areas of the test, something she had not seen before.

Our oldest child graduated from the dental assistant program with honors. The
instructors were interested in her as they had never had a home-schooled student before,
but they were impressed with her ability to meet the challenges of the classes. Our second
oldest child is currently in college and perusing a career as an x-ray technician.

Both of these children have done well socially and with the jobs they have held.
These two children do not use drugs, are not sexually active, do not drink, party, nor
carouse at night. A lot of the reason for this is the home schooling environment that they
grew up in and the moral values that we taught.

Our choice of curriculum and at what age the curriculum will be taught is a major
factor in our choice to home school. Forcing us to take your tests will affect our choices
and timing in teaching curriculum.

Statistically home schooled students perform very well in the academic world,
National Spelling Bee, and Geography Bee in which they participate. Colleges are
seeking out home schooled students for enrollment as they have good work and study
habits. All this is done without “trained”™ teachers, and yet the education these children
receive is excellent.

Montana has a very good home school law on the books now with accountability
already built in. Truancy laws are already on the books that can be enforced if a parent is
not home schooling their child but just keeping them out of school. Current Montana law
states that a parent has the sole responsibility to evaluate the student’s progress (20-5-111
MCA). SB291 wouid take many parental rights away. It would also take away the
ability of a parent to home school their handicapped child, one who does not meet the
thirty percentile limit in the standardized tests. Please vote no on SB291.

Respectfully submitted,

J . Aspev%' :

20 King St.
Cut Bank, Mt. 59427
(406) 873-4825




Dear Senator Don Ryan,;
Chairman Education Committee;

Thank you for your willingness to serve Montana by being a Senator. Thank you
also for your concern for the education of our children. They are the future of not only
our state but also our nation.

I have been home educating for fourteen years. I was convicted to do so in order
to choose my own curriculum for my children. That is why SB291 concerns me. Ido not
want my children to be tested in an unfamiliar setting over curriculum that they are not
being taught.

The laws we have for home educators is adequate to keep parents accountable. If
there are rare problems, they can already be addressed through our current laws. We do
not need to be harsher on parents and students who are currently meeting the criteria of a
productive home school setting.

Please vote no on SB291. We do not need to over legislate our hard working
parents. Iapplaud teachers who are willing to work with children. In the same manner,
we should also appiaud parents who care enough to give up a large portion of their lives
at no expense to the state in order to prepare their children for service to our nation.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Aspevig

20 King St.

Cut Bank, Mt. 59427
(406) 873-4825




TOM WILLIAMS WORLDWIDE
MINISTRIES

7285 Thorpe Road
Belgrade, MT 59714

(406) 388-0345
- -FAX: (406) 388-0306
7 ‘Sec'y: (406) 582-1176

*en Lingafelt
- Bobby Wilson

February 14, 2005

To Whom it may Concern:

I want to go on record that | am against Bill SB 291. | am
not for it's passage as | believe that it takes away the right
of the parent to school their child as God leads them. It is
another intrusion into the home which we do not need. |
am asking you as those who represent us in our State
Government that this bill will never come to a vote, but if
it shouid I ask that you wili vote against it. Thank you.

Sincerely,

,
om Williams, Evangelist




February 14, 2005

To Whom it may Concern:

| want to go on record that 1 am against Bill SB 291. | am not for it's
passage as | believe that it takes away the right of the parent to school
their child as God leads them. It is another intrusion into the home
which we do not need. | am asking you as those who represent us in
our State Government that this bill will never come to a vote, but If it
should 1 ask that you will vote against it. Thank you.




Dear Senate Education Committee Member,
Regarding SB 291

This is our first year of homeschooling our children, ages 15 and 12. The number one
benefit we have seen is that we have come to know our kids much better in who they are
and in discovering their strengths and weaknesses. Because we know them best, we are
better able than anyone to guide and help them to reach their potential.

We oppose SB 291because it is unnecessary. We have neither seen nor heard of any
evidence showing that 2 homeschooling parent needs to be a certified teacher to do the
Job well nor that increased regulation of homeschoolers by the state results in higher
academic achievement.

According to the fiscal note on SB 291, there is no “funding mechanism to get state
funds to districts to cover these expenses.” Therefore, “this cost would be spread
throughout the state and bom by local school districts.” Since homeschooling is
successful under the current law, this would be an unnecessary tax burden on everyone.

We urge the Committee to not pass this bill. Thaak you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Stacey J. Vorhes and Michele Vorhes




