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WHY ADEQUATELY FUND DATE_Z /405
INDIAN EDUCATION FOR ALL MONTANARSP-S-347 |

Atticle X, 1(2)
The state recognizes the distinct and

unique cultural heritage of the American
Indian and is committed in its educational
goals to the preservation of thelr cultural
integrity

Supreme Court Decision - Nov. 9, 2004

= Unanimous Decision

“We affirm the District Court's conclusion
that the current funding system violates
Article X, Section 1 (2), of the Montana
Constitution in that the state has failed to
recoghize the distinet and unique cultural
heritage of American Indians and has
shown no commitment in its educational
goals fo the preservatton of Indian Cultural
identity.”

Jeffery M. Sherlock, District Court
Judge, Helena, April 19, 2004:

“This Court hereby rules that the current
state funding system violates Article X,
Section 1 (2) of the Montana Constitution
in that the State has failed to recognize the
distinct and unique cultural identity.

“To have any meaning or effect, the
indian Education for ail Act requires
resources and programs, which in tum,
require funding..... In reality, the State
appears to be defenseless on Plainfiffs
claim that Article X, Section 1 {2) of the
Montana Conslitution has not been
implemented by the State despite the
constitution’s direction to do so.”

1972 - Two high school students from
Fort Peck — testimony at Con-Con

“We hereby request the state of Montana to
recognize the need for the inclusion and

implementation of culturally sensitive cusricuia

within the public education system adapted
to the ethnic groups within the area of the
school district. Most especially, we request
that the curricuta shall be reievant and
sensitive to the nafive peoples residing in
the State of Montana. We would like, very

simply, our history, our culture, our identity.”

{Flver prepared by Mortana Indian
Education Association, Feb. 15, 2005)

Indian Education for All Montanans is:

..the only constitutionally mandated curriculum in
Montana for the state’s educational systems.

..meant for ALL students in Montana from
kindergarten through college.

..insuring that all curricula reﬂeci‘ bulturally
appropriate American/Montana Indian content
through an integrated curriculum.

...providing all schools with instructional resources to
provide a quality educational curriculum that reflects
American/Montana Indians.

...providing all teachers with adequate training both in
college teacher preparation programs as well as
school inservice to enable them to effectively integrate
culturally relevant content and teaching strategies into
their curriculum.

..Montana’s educational systems reflecting the
wonderful diversity of Montana’s citizens.




S Montana’s Constitution - Article X
o Education and Public Lands
Section 1. Educatfonal Goals and Duties: (1) It is the goal of the people fo establish a system of
edtication, which will develop the full educational potential of each person. Equality of educational
opportunity is guaranteed to each person of the state.

(2) The state recognizes the distinct and unique cultural heritage of the American Indian and
is comm:tted in its educational goals to the preservation of their cultural integrity

Supreme Court Decision — Nov. 9, 2004 — Unanimous Decision

“We affirm the District Court's conclusion that the current funding system violates Article X, Section
1(2), of the Montana Constitution in that the state has failed to recognize the distinct and unique
cultural heritage of American Indians and has shown no commitment in its educational goals to the

preservation of Indian Cultural identity.”

Jeffery M. Sherlock, District Court Judge, Helena, Apnl 19, 2004:

“This Court hereby rules that the current state funding system violates Article X, Section 1 (2) of the
Montana Constitution in that the State has failed to recognize the distinct and unique cultural
heritage of American Indians and has shown no commitment in its educational goals to the

preservation of their cultural identity.”

Helena School District v State, 769 P.2d 684 (S.Ct. Montana.1989).
The Montana Supreme Court held that Article X, 1 (2) “establishes a special burden in Montana for
the education of American Indian children which must be addressed as a part of the school funding

issues.”

(HB 528) — Indian Education for All (1999)
20-1-501. Recognition of American Indian cultural heritage -- legisiative intent. (1) ltis the

constitutionally declared policy of this state to recognize the distinct and unique cultural heritage of American indians
and to be committed in its educational goals to the preservation of their cultural heritage.

(2) It is the intent of the legislature that in accordance with Articie X, section 1(2), of the Montana constitution:

(a) every Montanan, whether Indian or non-Indian, be encouraged to learn about the distinct and unique heritage
of American Indians in a culturally responsive manner; and

(b) every educational agency and all educational personnel will work cooperatively with Montana fribes or those
tribes that are in close proximity, when providing instruction or when implementing an educational goal or adopting a
rule related to the education of each Montana citizen, to include information specific to the cultural heritage and
contemporary contributions of American Ind|ans with particular emphasis on Montana Indian trlba! groups and
governments.

(3) Itis also the intent of this part, predicated on the belief that all school personnel should have an
understanding and awareness of Indian tribes to help them relate effectively with Indian students and parents, that
educational personnel provide means by which school personnel will gain an understanding of and appreciation for
the American indian people.

¥,




School Renewal Commission
- =Cultural Education-

The Commission supports state-funded Indian Education for All curriculums
and policies/rules developed through partnerships led by the Office of Public
Instruction, Board of Public Education, and legislature, including Indian

educators, tribes, and others. These partnerships will develop and implement:

. Policies/rules that support and insure that all schools provide the
 necessary guidance to the school instructional staff and programs to
include culturally appropriate instruction for all students.

- Professional development for all school personnel to insure they are '
adequately prepared to provide instruction and supportive services for
- all students, including Indian students. :

+ Curriculum development and stpportive instructional resources
necessary to meet state accreditation guidelines as well as local district
standards to integrate culturally appropriate American/Montana Indian
Lessons in all curricular areas in grades K-12 for all students.

- Assessments standards that incorporate measurements for the
achievement of all students and are tied to the goals of Indian
Education for All.

These partnerships will provide educational opportunities to eliminate the
wide disparity in educational achievement that exists between the
American Indian students in Montana’s Public Schools and their non-
Indian peers as clearly documented by educational achievement research
and data.

Vote: August 16,2004 - Consensus



OPI INDIAN EDUCATION SUMMIT
“A CALL TO ACTION”

OCTOBER 15-16, 2004
--EXcerpts----

'INDIAN EDUCATION FOR ALL PRIORITIES

More detailed information is available on OP!'s Website

Ongoing fundihg for Indian Education for All, 20-1-501, MCA, must be included
adequately and consistently in the State P-20 budget. ,

Create and Implement a P-20 curriculum that fulfills Indian Education for All

Develop and implement a comprehensive plan for professional development on
Indian Education for All, 20-1-501, MCA.

Create and implement an accountability system for compliance with Indian
Education for All, 20-1-501 MCA.




INFORMATION ON AMERICAN INDIAN EDUCATION

National - data provided by Education Trust www.edtrust.org

92% of American Indian students attend public schools.

In 2003, American Indian students were an average of 3 years behind their White peers in
Reading and Math.

18 American Indian students are being held back versus 9% of White students.
54% of American Indian students graduate from high school versus 72% White students.

Of every 100 American Indian and Alaska Native Kindergartners — 58 graduate from high
school and 7 get a Bachelor’s Degree. |

Of every 100 White Kindergarteners - 93 graduate from high. school and obtain at least a
Bachelor’s Degree.

Montana — OPP’s Website - “American Indian Education Data Fact Sheet”

6% of Montana’s Population is Indian — 11% of K-12 Enrollment is Indian.

21% of Indian students are enrolled in our city schools.

2.4% of Certified Teachers are Indian.

60% of students in schools on and near reservations are eligible for free or reduced lunch.

Monana - CRT Results 2003-04 — Reported Jan, 20,2005

Reading Performance Level: At or above Proficient
All Students Combined.................... 62.2%
White, non-Hispanic......................... 66.3%

American Indian/Alaska Native... 31.8%

Math Performance Level: .
All students, combined..................... 56.8%
White, non-Hispanic......................... 61.2%
American Indian/Alaska Native....... 25.0%

(Information prepared by Carol C. Juneau Feb.16, 2005)



AMERICAN INDIAN STUDENT GRADUATION RATE

Summary of the public schools located on/near the seven
Montana reservation communities — seven (7) years

Total Total Indian

Indian Graduates &
Reservations Freshmen % of 9" prade
Blackfeet 1,596 643 40%
Crow 1,075 581 54%
Northern Cheyenne 451 260 58%
Flathead ' 967 509  53%
Fort Belknap - 473 292 62%
Fort Peck 1,128 496 44%
Rocky Boy 393 208 53%
Total 6,083 2,989 49%

Urban Areas (S cities) over 4-year period starting with 1996-1997

Freshmen to 1999-2000 Freshmen up to 2002-2003 Graduates
(includes Billings. Great Falls, Havre, Helena, Missoula)

Total 1,066 502 47%

Data above was compiled by Carol Junean based on Fall Reports sent to OPI by schools in Montana.
OPI Provided data on student enroliment each year and number of graduates by ethnicity.

Year Freshmen Year Graduated

1999-2000 Freshmen=sssesee-——oaa- 2002-2003 Graduoates
1998-1999 Freshmen-——------=--nm-m-- 2001-2002 Graduates
1997-1998 Freshmen--———--nmmemmee 2000-2001 Graduates
1996-1997 Freshimnen-—=----esweu-as 1999-2000 Graduates
1995-1996 Freshmen-------—-------- 1998-1999 Graduates
1994-1995 Freshmen-------——------- 1997-1998 Graduates
1993-1994 Freshmen----—---==n=m-= 1996-1997 Graduates
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Photocopied fronﬁ't:oiiéctions in the Montana Historicai Society Archives
' ' o j~ B2

TEST I MONY
RIGHTS OF THOSE UNDER THE AGE OF MAJGRITY
Montana Censtitutional Convention
Bill of Rights Committee

is Diana Leuppe We would like to
s f'ﬁ({/ﬁﬁ -’f'!f/é/ '
present this testamony on behalf of the Wamnbdl Ota Dﬁub and the Tw

| am Mav]s'Scott and this

A | |
an ian Youth E!ubs, Ft. Peck Reservation.

inasmuch as, there'are many rich and diverse ethnic groups making
up the peop]e of the State of Montana, it is to the general beneflt then, :
that these various etnnic groups be encouraged to preserve and. promote

their various cuitura] herttages, thereby enriching the total quality

of life within our democratzc society. It is most especially hoped that

Il
4,

the various native peoples that now reside within the state of Montana

will recognize the value of the unique heritage left to them.

We hereb? reéueét the state of'Hontana to recognize the needrfor
the inclusion and lmﬁiementation of culturally sensitive curricula WJtth
the public educat:on system adapted to the ethnic groups within the area’
of the schoo] dtstrfcth Most especia?ly we request that the curricula
shall bg rEIevént and sensitive to native pecples. resfding‘in the state:

. 1
of Montana, We would like, very simply, our history, our culture, our

r

identity. o




