SIHTT TN
EXHIBIT No.__:#

DATE_ 4. 4-1) 5~
- oo, it i U W T35
Mr. Chairman, Members of the Committee, it is my pleasure to stand before yo
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today in strong support of HB 3#5. My name is Derek Duncan, and I am currently

enrolled as a junior at The University of Montana, Missoula. There are very few students
around the country that have no problems paying for college, and even fewer in the
Montana University System. Rising costs and consequently, rising tuition are keeping

% o /Z’fer low-income students from being able to access higher education, and I believe this bill

S Jb@f makes large strides towards solving this problem.
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e time job during the school year. We have seen the number of students in this situation
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@ € LL 7" person is educated and grown, or has it become merely a pit stop on the way to a career.

even graduated, we have to ask ourselves: Is college the stage in life where the whole

The fact is, not only are some students being priced out of higher education, but
also those that do gain access to the system are not able to enjoy the full experience. This
is part of a larger problem, and I believe the scholarships given y HB 435 are one of
many steps necessary to solve it.

I have a younger brother who just started high school this year. I would hate to
think that in 4 years it would be cost prohibitive for him to enrofl in the Montana
University System.

We need to start investing more in the University system both with these

scholarships and by other means so that my brother and his peers can access it and reap



the benefits of our quaiity higher education. We need to invest in the system so that our
state can ream the economics benefits o strong higher education. We need to invest in
the university system to show the rest of thé country that in Montana, we are not going to
settle for below average, and we are going to work together to continually improve our
education system.

Thank you for your time today, and thank you for your favorable consideration of

this bill.



