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April 9, 2005

Chairman Senator Mike Cooney,
Members of the Senate F inance and Claims Committee

RE: HB713

In 1968 and repeated in 1981, the Department of Defense closed the Glasgow Air force Base,
The effect was the beginning of the out migration of approximately 10,000 residences of Valiey
County and decline in the economics of the area as well as the state of Montana. Yes, there were
efforis made to retain the base for Montana, but not of the caliber or level, they should have
been.

Today we know the effects our military bases provide for economic impact, not only on a local
area, but also on the sate as a whole. We cannot afford to chance the closing of Malmstrom or
any other military facility in the state of Montana ever again.

[ strongly encourage the committee to support HB713 and give it a do pass vote, as Montana and
its communities must do everything in our power to support the concerted efforts of the Great
falls BRAC committee. With the legislature’s positive action on HR731 » it sends a clear and
concise message to the US Department of Defcnse, that all of Montana supports and appreciates
the whole host of missions of the active military and guards in our state. ‘

One community alone cannot change or affect the choices of the US Department of Defense or
the US Congress, we in Valley County and NE Montana know that from first hand experience.
Please let us not take a chance to have a repeat of 1968 and 1981 again in Montana.
Thank you for your time and service to Montana,
Respectfully,
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