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On Tussday, Oatober 5, 2004, at 09:32 AM, Glenn Helgetand wrots: BiLL no. _3&; 149(‘0\

Bilk...

None of the states in which | produce shows have g law against trophy contests. Infact,
m’Mmm all over gach state e\mmwr guring dser hynting, Tavems sponsor
them. Spor ods stores SO ambers of Commence spansor then:. ~

== THNone of thany — my shows or the other contests — hava any influence whalsoeveron

rm wildiife populations in anv way.
In fact, it has been my 8xpenance that cheaters get sniffed out quickly - right al the
contast or shortly thereafter. The only cheating | am aware of is one Insiance of a purchased
roadiill enterad as a gun it and an ilegal out-of-state kill entered as an In-state bow kil (&

double cheat), This is in 21 yoars of producing shows, _

Have there beon oihers? OF COUTSS, Ffm damned few. Otherwiss, i'd have heard antut
them. We draw peopls from af! over, so avery entry wil have other people from the antry’s
hume area viewing the trophy entry. f anything's fishy, they'll let someons know.

-~ We've had a handful of instances where game wardens wars able 1o pin a rap on a guy
who entered an ilegal deer, and who were thankhu! the guy entered the deer becauss they
hadn't baen able to nall the perp any other way. Also, of course, when wardens are sniffing

% around the contest, trving to get the goods on a suspact, the word gels around fast and has &
sobering effect on things. So ... In such instances, cur trophy contast has proven ta be a help,
not & hindrance. You know that ofd sietement: Nothing sterilizes like bright sunlight,

Besides, any idiot willlng to risk bis license, firearm, ete. for a trophy costing about $3
aught to gjet his ass nalled.

Ona thing that helps keep us clean is that we make it extremely clear that the ONLY
prizes are participation ribbons (pumle, so everyone feals they've got a winner) and awarnd
trophies. We specificsily staie $iare are zero cash or merchandise prizes. | think this has a
strang positive intluence on keeping the contast clean.

Entry totals in our trophy confests vary year to year, governed hugely by the weather
(and thus the kil total) in the previous seasorn, and the loosening or tightening of kil regulations,
increase or decreass in the DNR's desired kill totals (to bring herds In line with over-wintering
population goals), and related iterris. For Instancs, Hinois’ contest gansyaly had 450-4769
entrigs of raally big whitetai! racks. (Honest o God, you wouldn't helieve the siza of those racks
unti you see them.) n 2603, tiinols’ DNR liberalized the season in & firs? sten 10 reduce tha
herd siza. Entry total at our 2004 Hiinols trophy contest was 632 of the biggest racks 've ever
seen. Evan the PAY and BAC measurers werg walidng around looking at the display. Guys in
e know in Hiinois predict another monster year for sur 2005 show and then a big fall-off as the
hard numbers are brought down,

¥ve alsc found that a Jot of the trophy contast entrants are attending the show for the first lime.
1t they ware doing dirty stuff, they'd have been there multiple times, probably with an entry year
after year, or closs lo thai. Yve seen that happen only once, and encugh paople looked cross-
eyed at the guy that he quit. The DNR couldn’t pin anything on him; everyone figured he was
buying antlers ang not killing them himself, »

| hope this comimentary halps you, It covers alf aepects of a trophy event, Tall anyone who
has further questions to calf me — 282.242-3990 (Ceniral Time).
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