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RV DEFINITIONS

\

Buses that are manufactured by an automaker then modified for
transportation and/or recreation use by a company specializing in
customized vehicles. These changes may include wmdows. carpehng.
panelmg, seats, sofas, and accessories.

The Class A motorhome, also commonly referred to as the conventional
motorhome, is the largest, most luxurious of the motorized RVs. a virtual

ClassA "home-away from-home” on wheels, fully loaded and equipped for short -
trips, lengthy vacations and fulime living. The Class A is entirely
constructed on a hare, specially designed motor vehicle chassis.

Also commonly referred to as the van camper, the Class B Motorhome is.a
panel-truck that has been customized to include téemporary sleeping, eating
and bathroem facilifies.

" The Class C motorhome, sometimes referred to as a mini-motorhome,

- provides the conveniences of a larger motorhome in a scaled-down version

and af a lower price. The Class C is built on an automotfve manufactured
van frame with an attached cab section.

Deslgned to be affixed and towed by a pickup equipped with special hitch
in the truck bed, these two-level units can provide the greatest living of all.

Wheels “tow able RVs. Fifth-wheel travel trailers come equipped with all the
comforts of home, and are perfectly adaptabie for weekend getaways,
famlly vacations and full-ime living.

A lightweight unit with sides that collapse for towing and storage, the -
folding camping frailer combines the exper]enoe of open-air tent camping
with sleeping comforts, basic conveniences and weather protection found
in other RVs.

A unit designed to be towed by a car, van or pickup by means of a bumper
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or frame hitch, the travel trailer provides all the comforts of home and is
perfectly adaptab!e for weekend getaways, family vacatons and full ime
fiving.

A unit loaded onto, or affixed to, the bed or chassis of a pickup, the truck
camper I$ popular for back road journeys, accessing remote Iocaies and
family recreational camping.

Boals are used generally used in activities such as fishing, swimming,
water skiing, and cruising. Most boats are made of fiberglass or aluminum
and are powered by a gas ouiboard engine, or a gas inboard outboard.
Some manufacturers build boats specifically tailored to specific activities

such as a bass boat [s designed for fishing and a ski boat Is designed for
watar skiing.

Personal Watercraft means a vessel that uses an inboard motor powering
Watercra  a Jet pump as its primary source of propulsion and is designed to be -
operated by a person slitting, standing or kneeling inside the vessel.

All terrain vehicle” or "ATV" means any recreatlon vehicle with two (2) or -
morte tires, less than forty-eight (48) inches_ in width, traveling on low
pressure tires of less than five (5) psi, and designed to be ridden by one (1)
person and are usually under eight hundred pounds.

~ The definition of a Snowmobile is & vehicle that is propeiled by motorized
power and capable of travel on or off a highway. Snowmobiles inciude any
Snowmobile -self-propel[ed vehicle of an overall width of 48 inches or less, excluding

accessories, deslghed primarily for travel on show or Ice, which may be
steered by skis or runners.

The definition of a motorcycle is "a two-wheeled cycle with an Internal
combustion engine attached.” Motoreycle® is every motor vehicle having a
Motorcycle seat or saddle for the use of the rider and designed to travel on not more

than three (3) wheels in contact with the ground, but excluding a tractor
and moped. )

Copyright & 2003 [Crganization Name] . All rights reserved.
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WIDTH REQUEST

Exclude appurtenances on motorhomes, travel
trailers, fifth wheel trailers, camping trailers and
truck campers when measuring such vehicles for
purposes of the vehicle width statute. -



OVER HALF OF ALL STATES HAVE PASSED

LAWS WITH EXEMPTIONS ALLOWING RV

APPURTENANCES TO EXTEND BEYOND 102"

As the attached map makes clear, 33 states now have laws which include
an exemption permitting RV appurtenances to extend beyond 102”.
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US. Department Washington, D.C. 20590
of Transportation c

Federal Highway
Administration

November 22, 2004
Reply to: HOFM-1
Ms. Susan Moriak
Assistant Director
Government Affairs
Recreation Vehicle Industry Association
P.O. Box 2999

Reston, VA 20195-0999
Dear Ms. Moriak:

This replies to your recent letter to Phillip Forjan, a member of my staff, which asked that we
confirm three statements. Each statement is shown below, followed by our comments.

1. The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) does not set maximum width limits for
noncommercial, personal-use, vehicles such as motorhomes, travel trailers, fifth-wheel
trailers, camping trailers and truck campers. Each individual State has this responsibility.

Federal law 49 U.S.C, 31113, provides that States adopt and enforce a maximum/minimum width
limit of 102 inches for commercial motor vehicles (CMVSs) on the Interstate System and designated
Federal-aid primary highways. CMVs are not defined in the statute but are defined in

23 CFR 658.5 as follows:

For purposes of this regulation, a motor vehicle designed or regularly used to carry
freight, merchandise, or more than 10 passengers, whether loaded or empty, including
buses, but not including vehicles used for vanpools, or vehicles built and operated as
recreational vehicles (emphasis added). '

The final rule that adopted this definition, pyblished March 12,2004 (69 PR 11994), clearly
removes recreational vehicles (RV) from the definition of & CMV. While the FHWA has never
defined what constitutes an RV, it appears from the language of the law that the vehicle must be
built and operated for personal and noncommercial use. Consequently, for personal,
noncommercial vehicles built and operated as recreational vehicles, there are no Federal width
requirements, and each State is free to set itg own width limits for them on all highways within
the State,

2. The FHWA, for purposes of length, width and weight limitations, has determined that
the definition of “commercial motor vehicle” does not include vehicles buiit and
operated as RVs, '




This is not entirely true; States are required to enforce Federal weight limits for all vehicles,

including RVs, on the Interstate System. States may set weight limits on all other highways within
their jurisdiction.

Federal minimum and/or maximum length requirements apply only on specified CMVs, not RVs.
Consequently, States may set maximum length limits for RVs being operated on all highways
within their jurisdiction. Widths were addressed under your first statement.

3. The FHWA séts the maximum width for commercial vehicles traveling on the
Federal-aid highways. The limit is 102 inches wide. (Width is measured at the
maximum horizontal dimension except that certain safety devices are excluded.) All
States have to adopt this width limit for commercial vehicles or lose a portion of their
highway monies. However, FHWA rules specify that a State may allow recreational
vehicles with safety and/or noncargo carrying appurtenances extending beyond 3 inches
from the side of the vehicle to operate without a special use over-width permit. -

Since RVs are not subject to Federal width requirements, States may detefmine how they are to
be measured. As you indicate, 23 CFR 658.15(c)(2) does provide that:

A State may allow recreational vehicles with safety and/or noncargo carrying
appurtenances extending beyond 3 inches from the side of the vehicle to operate without
a special use over-width permit. :

Since removing RVs from the definition of CMV means that States are free to regulate their
width as they wish, this provision merely emphasizes that there is no Federal requirement that
States issue permits for those exceeding Federal width limits,

In summary, each State may regulate the width and length of vehicles built and operated as RVs
* on all roads and highways within its borders.as it sees fit. However, Statés are required fo.
enforce Federal weight limits for all vehicles, including RVs _on the Interstate System. States
may set weight limits on all other highways within their jurisdiction. '

Director, Office of Freight Management
and Operations




August 4, 2004

Mr. Phil Forjan

Office of Freight Management and Operations
Federal Highway Administration

400 Seventh Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Forjan:

The Recreation Vehicle Industry Association (RVIA), a national trade association representing
the manufacturers of recreation vehicles; i.e., motorhomes, travel trailers, fifth-wheel trailers,
camping trailers, and truck campers requests that the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)
confirm the following facts:

1. The FHWA does not set maximum width limits for non-commercial, personal use,
vehicles such as motorhomes, travel trailers, fifth-wheel trailers, camping trailers and
truck campers. Each individual state has this responsibility.

2. The FHWA, for purposes of length, width and weight limitations, has determined that the
definition of “commercial motor vehicle” does not include vehicles built and operated as
recreation vehicles.

3. FHWA sets the maximum width for commercial vehicles traveling on the Federal-aid
highways. That limit is 102 inches wide. (Width is measured at the maximum horizontal
dimension except that certain safety devices are excluded.) All states have to adopt this
width limit for commercial vehicles or lose a portion of their highway monies. However,
FHWA rules specify that a state may allow recreational vehicles with safety and/or non-
cargo carrying appurtenances extending beyond three inches from the side of the vehicle
to operate without a special use over-width permit.

RVIA requests that you confirm this information il writing so that we may share it with states
concerned about losing a portion of their FHWA funding should their legislatures elect to alter
existing state maximum width limits for commercial and/or non-commercial motorhomes, travel
trailers, fifth-wheel trailers, camping trailers, and/or truck campers. Note: this correspondence
would be similar to your Fanuary 1, 2000, letter to RVIA regarding authority of states to -
determine the maximum allowable width of non-commercial, personal use recreation vehicles.

Sincerely,
Susan Moriak '
Assistant Director,

Government Affairs

Enc: Final Rule

RECREATION VEHICLE INDUSTRY ASSQCIATION
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Final Rule
Excluding Recreational Vehicles

From Federal Width Restrictions
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Highway Administration
23 CFR Part 658

[FHWA Docket No. FHWA-2001-103701
RIN 2125~-AE90

Commercial Vehicle Width Exclusive
Devicas

AGENCY: Federal Highway

- Administration (FHWA}, DOT.

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: The FHWA amends its
regulation on truck size and weight by
removing Recreational Vehicles (RVs)
from consideration as commercial motor
vehicles {CMVs) and grants States
additional flexibility to deal with
certain appurtenances extending from
the side of the RVs. These changes allow
the States the discretion to regulate the
width of RVs and allows RVs to be
exempt from any special use over-width
permit requirements.

EFFECTIVE DATE: April 12, 2004,

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Phil Forjan, Otfice of Freight
Management and Operations (202) 366—
6817, or Mr. Raymond W. Cuprill,
Dffice of the Chief Counsel (202) 366—
0791, Federal Highway Administration,
400 Seventh Street, SW., Washington,
DC 20590. Office hours are from 7:45
a.m. to 4:15 p.m., e.t.,, Monday through
Friday, except Federal holidays.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Electronic Access

Internet users may access all -
comments received by the U.5.DOT
Dacket Facility, Room PL-401, by using
the universal resource locator (URL)
http://dms.dot.gov. 1t is available 24
hours sach day, 365 days each year.
Please follow the instructions enline for
more information and help,

An electronic copy of this document
may be downloaded by using a
computer, modem and suitable
communications software from the
Gaovernment Printing Office’s Electronic
Bulletin Board Service at {202) 512—
1661, [nternet users may reach the
Office of the Federal Register's Home
Page at: http://www.archives.gov aind the
Government Printing Office’'s Web page
at: fittp:/fwwv.access. gpo.govinara,

Background

The FHWA published a notice of
proposed rulemaking (NPRM) on July
29, 2002 (67 FR 48994}, that proposed
two sepurate issues. First, a proposal
was made to remave RVs from their
treatment as CMVs when en route from

manutfacturer to sales location, allowing
the States to use their discretion to
regulate the width. Second, a proposal
was macde to increase by one inch the
distance that non-cargo carrying, width

The language proposed in this final
ruie differs slightly from the language
proposed in the NPRM. Since we are
issuing an SNPRM for the propesed 1-
inch increase in the allowed width

exclusive devices could project from the distance of non-property carrying

side of a CMV.

Increase of Width

The FHWA has determined that it is
appropriate to issue a supplemental
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
{SNPRM) to solicit further public input
about the possible effects on highway
safety and traffic that may result from
the 1-inch increase. There were

" . concerns raised by several respondents

to the July 29, 2002, NPRM concerning
the proposed 1-inch increase in the
allowed width distance exclusion of
non-carge carrying devices. This
SNFPRM appears elsewhere in today's
Federal Register and solicits crash
statistics, safety studies, and any other
information related to the possible
effects of such an increase.

Remove RVs From CMV Definition and
Clarification of Special Use Permits in
Section 658.15

The current definition ofa CMV at 23
CFR 658.5 is as follows: *' Commercial
muofor vehicle. For purposes of this
regulation, a motor vehicle designed or
regularly used to carry freight,
merchandise, or more than ten
passengers, whether loaded or empty,
including buses, but not including
vehicles used for vanpools.” Under this
definition when RVs are being moved to
the point of customer delivery, as from
a manufacturing location to a dealer, or
between a dealer and a tradeshow, these
vehicles are considered CMVs {the
vehicle itself is the merchandise being
transported).

The RV manufacturers are currently
building awnings into the structure of
the RVs to provids additional stability
and strength. These awnings come with
the vehicle, rather than being an
aftermarket or dealer add-on. However,

when rolled up in the traveling position,

the roll extends up to 6 inches from the
side of the unit. Customarily, if the RV
has an appurtenance extending beyond
3 inches on each side of the vehicle, the
motar carrier would be required to
obtain an over-width special permit
from the State for an RV moving as a
CMV. The special permit would
authorize their CMVs to operate in
excess of the maximurm width limit of
102 inches. However, once a customer
takes possession of the RV for the
purpose of private or personal use, it is
no longer considered a CMV and is nnt
subject to the Federal requirement that
States issue over-width permits,

devices, this final rules authorizes

States to allow RVs with appurtenances

extending beyond 3 inches, rather than

ZThiches, to operate without a special

use over-width permit, In the SNPRM,

we propose changing the distance from
3 inches to 4 inches for consistency
with the other proposed changes.

In recent years, many States have
enacted legislation specifically
exempting roll-up awnings from any
width requirements for personal use
vehicles. The FHWA, like many of the
commenters, believes that, for the short
time and distance (relative to its use
over the lifetime of the vehicle) an RV
is now considered a CMV, the RV
should be exempted from any special
use over-width permit requirements.

Therefore, this final rule removes RVs

from the definitipn of a commercial

ator vehij : larifie 2

__in §658.15 regarding special use

permits for RVs with safety and/or non-

cargo carrying appurtenances extending

teyond 3 1nches from the side of the

vehicle To operate without a special use

over-width permit

Discussion of Comments

We received eight sets of comments to
the docket. Of the eight commenters,
two were from State transportation
departrents (Ilinois Department of
Transportation, and lowa Department of
Transportation); one from a law
enforcement entity (Department of
California Highway Patrol); one
comment from the Vermont Department
of Motor Vehicles; two comments from
associations {the Truck Trailer
Manufacturers Association (TTMA) and
the Recreational Vehicle Indusiry
Association {RVIA)); one comment from
a safety organization (Advocates for
Highway and Auto Safety (Advocates));
and one comment from a manufacturer
{Tire Pressure Control International
Ltd). The majority of the commenters
were in favor of the proposed changes.

The comments from the California
Highway Patrol, the Vermont DMV, and
the fowa DOT favored the removal of
RVs frem consideration as a commercial
motor vehicle (CMV). The reasons given
included: The inefficient use of the
State's resources and an administrative
burden to process a commercial over-
width permil for RVs; ne evidence of
safety problems as a result of an awning
or appurtenance; and the 2000 Fatal
Accident Reporting System (FARS)



Federal Register/ Vol.

89, No. 49/Friday, March 12, 2004 /Rules and Regulations

11995

data! that indicated latal vehicle
accidents involving RVs were
statistically insignificant.

The Illinois DOT opposed the
proposed change concerning RVs,
focusing on the approximately 14,000
miles of local highways in its State that
presently have Y-foot driving lanes. Its
concern was that trucks and RVs 9 fest
2 inches wide could legelly operate on
highways 9 teet wide. However, the
FHWA is removing RVs from
consideration aus CMVs while on the
National Network {(NN) which typically
have wider lanes, States are still free to
regulate the dimensions of vehicles on
their own local highways.

The FHWA contends that the time
needed to deliver a new RV is
insignificant when compared to the
lifetime of the RV once piivately owned.
Additionally, it is reasonable that the
manufacturers would take the
appropriate routes and exercise
appraopriate caution when delivering
expensive RVs to dealers and trade
shows, RVs are designed for personal
rather than commercial use. Private
individuals do the vast majority of the
driving once the RV is sold to a retail
customer, making it overwhelmingly a
personal vehicle for use on the National
Network and other State and county
roads. .

The RVIA fully supported the removal
of RVs from consideration as CMVs. It
viewed allowing RVs equipped with
incidental appurtenances that do not
pose a satety hazard as a warranted,
positive change. It also noted that the
proposed exclusion would eliminate an
overwide permitting process. It believed
that the proposal would: :

= Have a de minimus effect as thers
are only a small number of units
involved when compared to the far
larger number of trucks and buses
traveling on U.S. roads;

* Remove an administrative burden
on the States and the indusiry;

» Not threaten the State highway and
bridge infrastructure;

» Not present safety concerns; and

» Help reduce State and industry
compliance costs.

The RVIA also cited (FARS) data
indicating that only 101 motorhomes
were involved in fatal accidents in 2001.
The data did not specify if thess RVs
were aperating as CMVs, or private
vehicles at the time of the accident.
Furthermore, the RVIA indicated that
only 213,200 RVs, the type that could
potentially exceed 102 inches wide,

*The FARS is o databise maintained by the
National Highway Traftic Safety Administration,
More inforutation js availuble slectronically at:
http:/iveww-fars.nhise.dot.gov.

wera transported in 2001. The RVIA
believed the FHWA's proposal to
exclude RVs from consideration as
CMVs was warranted by sound public
policy and the special factual
circurnstances listed above.

The Advocates stated that the
Congress has not mandated that RVs be
exempted, but has only recommended
agency evaluation of such an
exemption. The Advocates further
commented that the report language
does not contemplate simply a lifting of
the current restrictinns on RV deliveries
in favor of no Federal rale. Rather, the
Advocates asserted that the report
language unmistakably directs the
agency to allow such transport only
with reasonable safety limitations,

The FHWA recognizes that RVs are
designed and manufactured for personal
use and are not considered CMVs when
operated in that capacity. The RVIA
reported that in 1989, the average
number of commercial miles driven per
RV was 1,213 miles by those .
manufacturers with single plants and
only 689 commercial miles for those
that have multiple plants nationwide. In
contrast, large trucks, according to 1999
Bureau of Transportation Statistics
information, logged over 202,688
million commercial miles. As noted, in
2001, 213,200 RVs equipped with the
widest RV appurtenance {awning) were
shipped to dealers. The awning is
iocated on the outside, top of the
vehicle, 10 to 12 feet above the surface
of the road which reduces most safety
concerns. Additionally, the retracted
awning, which extends 6 inches from
the side of the vehicle, still remains
inside the outmost perimeter of the rear
view mirrors. The FHWA believes that
RVs do not pose potential safety hazard
and therefore, amends its regulation on
truck size and weight by removing RVs
from consideration as CMVs,

Pressure Control Systems

Tire Pressure Control International
Ltd. Of Edmonton, Alberta, Canada
suggested the FHWA use this
-Tulemaking as an opportunity to add
"“Tire Pressure Control and Monitoring
Devices" to the exclusion list identified
in “Appendix D to Part 658—Devices
That are Excluded From Measurement
Of the Length or Width of 2 Commercial
Motor Vehicle,"—Item 3. The FHWA
has determined that this request is
beyond the scope of this rulemaking and
may consicer this issue in a future
rulemaking.

Rulemaking Analyses and Notices

Executive Order 12866 (Regulatory
Planning and Review) and U.5. DOT
Reguliatory Policies and Procedures

Woe have determined that this final
rule is not a significant regulatory action
within the meaning of Bxecutive Order
12866 ar significant within the meaning
of the U.S. Department of
Transportation regulatory policies and
procedures. It is anticipated that the
econgmic impact of this rulemaking will
be minimal and that there will not be
any additional cost incurred by any
affected group as a result of this
proposal, This rulemaking removes RVs
from the definition of commercial motar
vehicle and authorizes States to allow
RVs with safety and/or non-cargo
carrying appurtenances extending
beyond 3 inches from the side of n
vehicle to operate without a special use
over-width permit. Therefore, a
regulatory evaluation is not required.

Regulatory Flexibility Act

In compliance with the Regulatory
Flexibility Act (5 1.8.C. 601-512), the
FHWA has evalunated the effects of this
final rule on small entities and has
determined that this action will not
have a significant economic impact on
a substantial number of small entities.
The Issue discussed in this final rule
involves the manner in which States are
to treat recreational vehicles. In this
instance the final rule would reduce the
regulatory requirements with which
comrnercial vehicle drivers must
comply. For these reasons, the FHWA
certifies that this final action will not
have a significant economic effect on a
substantial number of small entities.

Executive Order 13132 (Federalism)

This action has been analyzed in
accordance with the principles and
criteria contained in Executive Order
13132, dated Aupust 4, 1999. Removing
RVs from the definition of commercial
motar vehicle does not have sufficient
federalismm implications to warrant the
preparation of a federalism assessment.
This final rule simply removes a Federal
requirement and returns the authority to
snforce various requirements to the
States. This final rule does not affect the
State's ability to discharge traditional
State government functions.

Executive Order 12372
{Interpovernmental Review}

Catalog of Federal Domestic
Assistance Program, Number 20.205,
Highway Planning and Gonstruction.
The regulations implementing Executive
Order 12372 regarding
interpovernmental consultation on
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Federal programs and activitigs apply to
this program.

Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act
of 1995 (PRA) (44 U.5.C. 3501, et seq.),
Federal agencies must obtain approval
from the Otfice of Management and
Budget (DMB) far each collection of
information they conduct, sponsor, or
require through regulations. The FHWA
has determined that this final rule does
not contain collection of information
requirements for the purpoeses of the
PRA.

Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of 1995

This final rule will not impose
unfunded mandates as defined by the
Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of 1995
{Pub. L. 104—¢, March 22, 1995, 109
Stat, 48). This final rule will not resuit
in the expenditure by State, local, and
tribal governments, in the aggregate, or
by the private sector, of $100 million or
more in any one year {2 U,5.C, 1532).
This final rule will reduce the
regulatory requirements that
comumercial vehicle operators must
comply with, thus reducing their
operating cost,

Executive Order 12988 (Civil Justice
Reform)

This action meets applicable
standards in sections 3{a) and 3(b}{(2) of
Executive Order 12988, Civil Justice
Refarm, to minirmize litigation,
eliminate ambiguity, and reduce
burden.

Executive Order 13045 (Protection of
Children)

We have analyzed this action under
Executive Order 13045, protection of
Children from Environmental Health
Risks and Safety Risks. This rule is not
economically significant and does not
concern an environmental risk to health
or safety that may dispropertionately
affect children,

Executive Order 12630 ( Taking of
Private Property)

This rule will not affect a taking of
private praperty or otherwise have
taking implications under Executive
Order 12630, Governmental Actions and

Interference with Constitutionally
Protected Property Rights,

National Environmental Policy Act

The FHWA has analyzed this action
for the purposes of the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as
amended (42 U.5.C. 4321 et seq.} and
has determined that this action will not
have any effect on the quality of the
environment.

Executive Order 13175 (Tribal
Consultation)

The FHHWA has analyzed this action
under Executive Order 13175, datad
November 8, 2000, and believes that this
action will not have substantial direct
effects on one or more Indian tribes; will
not impose substantial direct
compliance costs in Indian tribal
governments; and will not preempt
tribal law. Therefore, a tribal summary
impact statement is not required.

Executive Order 13211 (Energy Effects)

We have analyzed this final rule
under Executive Order 13211, Actions
Concerning Regulations That
Significantly Affect Energy Supply,
Distribution, or Use. We have
determined that this is not a significant
energy action under'that order because
it is not a significant regulatory action
under Executive Order 12866 and is not
likely to have a significant adverse effect
on the supply, distribution, or use of
energy. Therefore, a Statement of Energy
Effects under Executive Order 13211 is
not required.

Regulation Identification Number

A regulation identification number
(RIN) is assigned to each regulatory
action listed in the Unified Agenda of
Federal Regulations. The Regulatory
Information Service Center publishes
the Unified Agenda in April and
October of each year. The RIN contained
in the heading of this docurnent can be
used to cross-reference this section with
the Unified Agenda.

List of Subjects in 23 CFR Part 658

Grants Program—transporiation,
Highways and roads, Motor carrier—
size and weight,

[ssued on: March 8, 2004.
Mary L. Peters,
Federal Highway Administralor.

% In cansideration of the foregoing, the
FHWA amends 23 GFR part 658 as
follows: .

PART 658—TRUCK SIZE AND
WEIGHT; ROUTE DESIGNATIONS-—
LENGTH, WIDTH AND WEIGHT
LIMITATIONS

o 1, The authority citation for part 658
contimies to read as follows:

Authority: 23 U.S.C. 127 and 315: 49
U.5.C. 31111, 31112, and 31114; 49 CFR
1.48(b}(19} and {c){19).

® 2. Amend § 658.5 by revising the term
"commercial motor vehicle” to read as
follows:

§658.5 Detinitions.

* * * Lk *

Commercigl motar vehicle, For
purposes of this regulation, a motor
vehicle designed or regularly used to
carry freight, merchandise, or more than
ten passengers, whether loaded or
empty, including buses, but not
including vehicles used for vanpools, or

vehicles built and operatedas

ecreatio ¥
* * * * "

® 3. Revise § 658.15(c) to read as follows:
§658.15 Width.

* * * * *

{c) Notwithstanding the provisions of
this section or any other provision of
law, the following are applicable:

(1) A State may grant special use
permits to motor vehicles, including
manufactured housing, that exceed 102
inches in width; and

(2) A State may allow ragreational .

.carrying appurienances extending

b

ol ™ ol nse -
over-width permit,

[FR Doc. 045634 Filed 3—11-04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-22-P



- RV OWNERS HAVE AN
EXCELLENT SAFETY RECORD

" Statistics assembled by the National Highway . Traffic Safety -
Administration cleatly show that RVs do not pose a safety hazard As
‘the enclosed NHTSA statistics. demonstrate, RV drivers across the

nation - and their vehicles - are among the safest vehicles on the
. highway. |




RY Owners Have An Excellent Safety Record

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration's (NHTSA) most current Fatal
Accident Report System (FARS) shows that a statistically insignificant number of all
passenger vehicle fatal accidents involved RVs.

Factors that contribute to the RV operator’s excellent safety record:

(a) Compensatory attitude - since RVers don't drive or tow their units every day, they tend
to be more conservative and be more attentive to their driving and that of others.

(b) Daytime drivers — it is difficult to "set up" camp in the dark, so most drive during
daylight'hours.

(c) Families on vacation - RVers travel at a relaxed "vacation" pace. They are not bound
by the same tight timelines that encourage truckers to drive when fatigued or when
weather conditions are not suitable.

RYV drivers travel with their most precious possession - their families. They are deeply
concerned with safety and do not take "hot rod" type risks.

(d) Age - most owners are middle aged and have a substantial, personal, financial
investment in their RV. They are also heads of households and they own their own
homes.

People who operate large RVs are not “first-time buyers.” They are experienced RV
drivers.

Typically, they have owned between three and five RVs and have moved up in product type
and size until their dream has been realized. Most have operated RVs for between six and
20 years.

Many owners of RVs are committed to the RV lifestyle and usually belong to RV enthusiast
clubs that regularly hold rallies where workshops are offered on safe driving skills and RV
maintenance.

RV owners also subscribe to a variety of consumer magazines and brand specific
membership newsletters which routinely publish feature articles on the safe operation and
maintenance of their units.

An RV is a discretionary purchase and on the average, operated some 30 days out of an
entire year.
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