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Petersen Aviation, Inc.
Phone 308-832-2050

Auto Fuel STC’s Fax 308-832-2311
984 K Road todd@gtmc.net
Minden, NE 68959 www autofuelste.com
January 24, 2005 * -~
. e

The Honorable Sen. Gerald Pease

Senate Highways & Transportation Commitiee
PO Box 200500

Helena, MT 59620-0500

Dear Senator Pease:

29,
| am writing to you today in regard to Senate Bill No. iregarding the proposal to
add ethanol to 100% of motor vehicle gasoline sold in Montana by July 1, 2007.

My company holds Supplemental Type Certificates (STC) issued by the FAA for the
use of automotive fuel in General Aviation airplanes. Unfortunately, fuel containing
ethanol is not approved for use under the STC’s. There are many technical reasons
for this, but depending on the way the legislation is written, it need not be a safety
issue for Montana pilots.

My database of STC’s sold shows that there are 419 airplanes in Montana which have
an auto fuel STC from my company. There will also be a substantial number of other
Montana based airptanes using STC's sold by the EAA and a humber of homebuilts
which also use automotive gasoline. No doubt some of these airplanes have since
been sold out of state but regardless, there are large numbers of Montana pilots
currently using automotive gasoline in their airplanes. Removing this source of fuel
will create a hardship for them given the price of the aviation fuel that they would be
forced to use if ethanol is placed in 100% of the automotive fuel in your state.

1 applaud the inclusion of Section 2, Paragraph 2 which allows an exemption for use in
aircraft. This exemption does not go quite far enough however. Providing a means for
aircraft owners to actually obtain that fuel is also necessary. Creating an exemption
such as this is a start but it will not assure a ready supply of non-ethanol fuel in and of
itself.

Very few individuals are able to purchase fuel in bulk for their airplanes. Most airports
prefer to sell aviation fuel because their profit margin is so very much higher. -
Obtaining a supply of non ethanol fuel is therefore problematic for most pilots. So as
not {o eliminate this source of fuel it is important that individuals be able to obtain fuel

1




from any standard service station. If it were possible to exempt one grade of
automotive fuel from the ethanol requirement, then the problem would be solved. In
the case of aircraft, if the 91 octane fuel sold in Montana could be exempt, then all of
the aitplanes that are approved by the FAA to use automotive fuel could safely do so
simply by purchasing this premium grade. Without a provision such as this it will be
next 1o impossible for aircraft owners 0 obtain non-ethanol fuel in your state unless
they have enough storage to meet the distributors minimums and of course very few

indinvdduals do.

| would also encourage you to include verbiage in this legislation that will require fuel
pumps to be labeled in respect to fuel containing ethanol. This simple provision would
greatly reduce the risk of introducing ethanol based fuel into an airplane or any other

machine that is not suited for it.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on Bill 144. if you have any questions
please feel free to contact me at any time.

Thank you.

Todd L. Petersen
President




Montana Farmers Union supports SB131 and thanks Senator Black for bringing this bill
to you that will restrict the use of MTBE as a gasoline additive. Because MTBE can
contaminate water and prohibiting its use will lower costs for remediation that can oceur
with MTBE.

There have been results reported in California that refining costs using ethanol blended
gasoline have dropped 3 cents less on average on average than gas blended with

MTBE. The cost reductions come about as a result of ethanol blend needing less
hydrocarbons per gallon produced than the other alternatives. A ban on the use of MTBE
in fuel will have Montana join 20 states including New York and California that have
banned it from being used as a octane enhancer in fuel. At the moment at least 6 other
states are also dealing with legislation that will do th4e same. These include Delaware,
M1531331pp1, New Jersey, Pennsylvania , Vermont and Rhode Island. The majority of
states require the passing out of the use of MTBE.

All of these states report that the phase out is intended to assure clean fuel is produced
and used in the sate. This will assure that Montana cities maintain air quality standards.
For these and the other reasons others have so eloquently shared with you, we urge you to

support this bill. Thanks for your attention.
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Sunday, January 30, 2005

Senate Highways & Transportation Committee:
Senator Rick Laible, Sponsor

re. SB 194

Montana Trail Vehicle Riders Association has played an integral part in the
development and implementation of Montana’s OHV Safety Education Program.
MTVRA also helped create and co-sponsor the “Stay on the Right Trail” program and
the nations first OHV youth curriculum.

Safety does matter to our organization and we support the proposed requirements in SB
194 for the operation of quadricycles by minors 15 and under. OHV operators have the
option of taking either an eight-hour safety education class or a home study class
available in hard copy from Fish, Wildlife & Parks or from their web page.

We ask that you reconsider including the language as proposed in the draft (#4 c)
referring to a ‘rider under 15 years of age” accompanied by a licensed driver. With over
33,000+ OHVs registered in 2004, OHV recreation is currently the fastest growing
family sport. MTVRA encourages you to put Montana in the forefront for safety by
requiring children to ride under the supervision of a licensed operator.

We thank you for your consideration of our requests and appreciate you willingness to
work with MTVRA and recreationists across Montana to keep our children safe. -

Joyce Thompson
President, MTVRA

Creating a positive future for off-highway
" vehicle recreation
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