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CPl/Inflation Adjusted AVERAGE BASE SALARIES FOR
1st, 2nd & 3rd CLASS DISTRICTS SINCE FY81 After gaining
$12,000 "ground"
against inflation
in the early/mid
1980s,
base or entry

$11,000 A salaries for MT
// / teachers have

$11,500

$10,500 generally lost
ground to
$10,000 inﬂation. Large
or Ist class
—— 1st class base w8 | district base )

$9,500 9nd class base m salaries in FY04
were
$9.000 —4— 3rd class base Moven" -$57

(-5%,) compared

$8,500 to 1980, while
: 2nd class
., o
$8,000 U T T T r T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T dwtrICIs Iost 4 /6
N o ) A o N o o A o " o and 3rd class
ke \2) b A L] ) ) & QD D Q Q Fged
¢ ¢ & & & & & ¢ 7 & & & districts lost 9%

to inflation.

CPl/Inflation Adjusted AVERAGE MAXIMUM SCHEDULED SALARIES FORSince the early

1st, 2nd & 3rd CLASS DISTRICTS SINCE FY91 1990s,
inflation
$24.000 outpaced
$23,000 —e— 1st class max average
—i— 2nd class max maxu:num
$22,000 —4— 3rd class base salaries for

Montana's
$21,000 HW teachers. Ist
class districts
$20,000 have lost
./.\M o about .5%,
$19,000 .

2nd class
$18,000 districts are

_? \A\A/Q\Q\M\ down 2%,
$17,000 A_Aﬁﬁ_ while 3rd class
districts
$16,000 maximum

salaries have
$15,000 : : ‘ . . ; [ . . . w ' ' lost 1.1% in

y £y 03 L) A & =) ) ~ Qv ™ : :
s o & g & &L o F & S & & & &  purchasing
iy Y Al By A
"SR A A A S SR A S S S A Al power
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$26,000
$24,000
$22,000
$20,000
$18,000
$16,000
$14,000
$12,000

$10,000

e & @ D@ > P
A AR A A A A

AVERAGE BASE SALARIES FOR
1st, 2nd & 3rd CLASS DISTRICTS SINCE FY81

—&— 1st class base
——2nd ciass base

—&— 3rd class base

T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T

@& P S P
& & &

Since the early
1990s, average
base salary in
ist class
districts has
grown faster
than in smaller
2nd and 3rd
class districts.
The "spread"”
between average
Ist versus 3rd
class base
salary has
grown from
about 3600
dollars to
$3,182 (-13.2%)
in FY04.

$53,000

$48,000

$43,000

538,000

$33,000

$28,000

AVERAGE MAXIMUM SCHEDULED SALARIES FOR
1st, 2nd & 3rd CLASS DISTRICTS SINCE FY91

—&— 1st class max »
| —m—2nd class max

—— 3rd class base

Since the early
1990s, the
"spread"
between
average
maximum
salary in Ist
class versus
3rd class
districts has
grown
modestly. The
"spread"
however, is
more than
39,097 (-19%)
in FY04.
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US & MT AVERAGE SALARIES FOR TEACHERS In infiation acjustad dollars,
the average salary paid lo

SINCE 1980 IN 1980 INFLATION ADJUSTED $ :
teachers in Montana has
~#—US CPI ADJUSTED AVG SALARY l declined since the mid-1980s.

| —@—MT CPI ADJUSTED AVG SALARY The "purchasing-powsert” of
MT's average salaries

$22,000 generally declined between
the mid-80s and end of the
$20,000 1 1990s. Marginal improvement
& has oceurred since 2000 but
§ purchasing-power remains
¥ 18,000 1 lower in 2004 than in 1986.
= Montana's decline has
;'; $16.000 occurred even as teacher
z experience and masters
3 altainment has increased. In
2 $14,000 marked confrast, average
E safaries paid o teachers
nationally easily ouf-paced
$12.000 g o o inflation throughout the 1980s
and then modestly during the
$10,000 sttty 1990s and earty 2000s.
% ) o :
PP PGP PSP P G g g 4(1900 &@w _@e“b'
SCHOOL/FISCAL YEAR <
AVERAGE SALARIES PAID TO MONTANA TEACHERS
COMPARED TO NATIONAL AVERAGE SALARIES FOR
. In FY83/84, average salaries paid to MT teachers
100% were only about 5% short of salaries paid to

95% teachers nationally. Today, the annual shortfall in
salaries for teachers in Montana is more -21% !
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US & MONTANA AVERAGE SALARIES FOR TEACHERS Average salaries gaid
has fallen from 25th

$50,000
among states in 1984,
$45000 -+ 7T o—0—0— 0 D ———mo0o0o—o—0o——o———— .. to 47th amon(lﬂates
—&— S AVERAGE SALARY PAID to TEACHERS J’n 2004 . !n 1983, the
> 540'000 i = MTAVERAGE SALARY PAID to TEACHERS | __ _ _ _ _ & _ ______ average Safa,ypafd to
“5‘ a teacher in Montana
s /5000 T -----mmm e e - - 1 trailed the average
@ salary paid fo
T B0 poomemm ey e T teachers nationally by
g N fess than $1,000
- 2 R o = 1 o e for-5%). Since
< 520000 P T ] gytivom the gap
% Montana's Average Salary for Teachers - Rank Among States olween average
$15,000 salaries paid to
29th 29 27 25 27 31 33 38 40 40 40 39 41 42 45 45 4T 46 47 47 48 fgachers in MT
$10.ouo"::4::::":.‘:;::::e:<::!comp3’edr°rh9
S o 2832858 S8 38853 8% 8 3 § g g nationwidensed to
tttt&t&ttEE:EEEEEEEEE§§§§§.moreman$1aooo
T (or -22%) annually!
SCHOOLIFISCAL YEAR
MONTANA'S GROWING TEACHER "SALARY GAP"
MT-US AVERAGE ANNUAL SALARIES SINCE 1980
$0
($2,000)
g
< ($4,000)
:
I (36.000)
g‘ The annual shortfail in average salaries paid to
2 (s8.000) | Montana teachers compared to teachers
< nationally, grew 10 fold since 1983. In 1983,
Montana's "salary gap” was -$993 (-5%), while
($10,000) +— since 2001 our annual "salary gap" has
exploded to more than -$10,000 (-22%) -$10,304
(512,000)
& & & S & & & P F & P
CELELLFLLLL LI LI ELL LSS S
SCHOOUFISCAL YEAR
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MONTANA TEACHER SALARIES

OVER THE LAST GENERATION

Montana’s 19 largest school systems (the “1%" class systems) employ nearly 60% of Montana’s

teachers. In FY04, the average entry level (“"Base”) salary paid to teachers in these larger school
systems is about $2,000 higher than the average entry salary paid in Class 2 districts and $3,200
higher than average base salaries paid in Class 3 districts. Disparities in entry and career-level pay
among {arge, medium and small school districts have been growing over the last decade.

The average base salary paid in 1* class Montana school systems in FY2004 is $23,970. Nationally,
average beginning salary for FY02 was $30.719. Montana’s larger districts entry salary for teachers
trails the average entry salary paid nationally by two years and by nearly $7,000.

While AFT and US Department of Education studies, as well as NEA's “Profile of the American
Teacher” surveys indicate that Montana'’s teaching workforce is roughly equal in experience and
nearly as likely to have attained advanced educational degree status, the “average salary” paid to

classroom teachers in Montana has fallen relative to the nationai average salary in most fiscal years
since 1884.

Montana’s average salary paid to classroom teachers in 1980 ($14,537) ranked 28 among the states.
By 1984, our average salary rank inched upward to 25th among the states. Since 1984, Montana
rank for average salary paid to classroom teachers has fallen so that by 2002 we ranked 48th in the
nation, and for the current FY03 year we may inch our way into 47th |

fn 1980, Montana's average salary paid to classroom teachers was only $1,433 less than the national
_average salary paid to classroom teachers. By 1983, we closed the gap to less than $1,000. Since
1984, however, the “gap” between average salary paid to classroom teachers in Montana compared
to the national average salary has steadily grown. Since 2001, Montana's average salary paid to
classroom teachers has trailed the national average by more than $10.000 annually.

After coming within 5% of the national average salary paid to classroom teachers in 1983, the
average salary paid to classroom teachers in Montana is now only 78% of the average salary paid to
classroom teachers nationally.

Despite increased experience and educational attainment levels among Montana's teaching
workforce, in inflation-adjusted dollars Montana's average salary paid to classroom teachers has
increased by only 12.5% since 1980. This contrasts with the 30%+ gain over inflation made by
national average salary paid to classroom teachers.

In 1980, Montana's per capita income (PCI) of $9,143 was only $1,040 behind (-11%) of the national
PCI and Montana PCI ranked 34th among the states. By 2002, Montana PCI has slipped more than
$5,500 (-19%) behind the national PCI and our PCi rank among states has falien to 46th!

After making steady gains in the first half of the 1980s, Montana average salary paid to classroom
teachers has steadily declined compared to Montana per capita income (PCI) levels. Since 1985
Montana’s average salary paid to classroom teachers has fallen from 182% of Montana’s PCI to just
137% in 2002.
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