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Rep. C.L. “Butch” Otter (R-1D) {Congressional Record, Page H7289, 7/22/2003)

The United States PATRIOT Act was well intentioned, Mr. Chairman, especially
during a time of uncertainty and panic. However, now we have had a chance to step
back and examine it objectively. The legislation deserves serious reevaluation. While
I agree with some of the new powers granted to the Federal law enforcement
authorities that may be, and I stress ‘may be,” necessary, many more are unjustified
and are dangerously undermining our civil liberties.

We have the opportunity to revisit these sections of the USA PATRIOT Act and to
correct these mistakes from those first frenzied weeks after September 11, 2001.

One provision, section 213, allows delayed notification of the execution of a search
warrant. It authorizes no-knock searches of private residences, our homes, either
physically or electronically. By putting off notice of the execution of a watrant, even
delaying it indefinitely, section 213 of the USA PATRIOT Act prevents people, or
even their attorneys, from reviewing the warrant for correctness in legalities.

These “sneak and peek’ searches give the government the power to repeatedly search a
private residence without informing the residents that he or she is the target of an
investigation. Not only does this provision allow the seizure of personal property and
business records without notification, but it also opens the door to nationwide search
‘warrants and allows the CIA and the NSA to operate domestically.

American citizens, whom the government has pledged to protect from terrorist
activities, now find themselves the victims of the very weapon designed to uproot their

enemies.

Being secure at the expense of our freedom is no real security. Like many Idahoans
who have come to me with their concerns about the USA PATRIOT Act and in
passionate defense of their freedoms, we must continue to examine our actions to
correct our mistakes to guard against the apathy or the indifference to safeguarding our

liberties.

To these Federal agencies, it is a house, it is a building, it is a business; but to us, Mr.
Chairman, it is our homes, and there is nothing more sacred than homes in America
because it is the foundation on which we build our families. It is the arsenal in which
the virtue and hope of every generation resides, and it is the fundamental primer of any

free people.



