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We are opposed to SB 21 8-—revise seed contract law—liability for genetically
engineered wheat because: 1) it stifles research here in Montana and nationally in crops

years in the future; 4) damage for loss of markets is a Possible danger now but world
opinion is gradually moving toward acceptance--especially with our most important
trading partners in Pacific Rim, and 5) we question that the legisiation is even legal.
Please vote no on SB 218,
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We are opposed to SB 218—revise seed contract law—liability for genetically
engineered wheat because: 1) it stifles research here in Montana and nationally in crops
we grow Montana; 2) it will put the brakes on rural economic opportunities in Montana;
3) the legislation is premature—earliest possible intreduction of biotech wheat is six
years in the future; 4) damage for loss of markets is a possible danger now but world
opinion is gradually moving toward acceptance--especially with our most important
trading partners in Pacific Rim, and 5) we question that the legislation is even legal.

Please vote no on 8B 218
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We are opposed to SB 218—revise seed contract law—liability for genetically
engineered wheat because: 1) it stifles research here in Montana and nationally in crops
we grow Montana; 2) it will put the brakes on rural economic opportunities in Montana;
3) the legislation is premature—earliest possible introduction of biotech wheat is six
years in the future; 4) damage for loss of markets is a possible danger now but world
opinion is gradually moving toward acceptance--especially with our most important
trading partners in Pacific Rim, and 5) we question that the legistation is even legal.
Please vote no on SB 218,

Print Name Town Signature
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We are opposed to SB 218—revise seed contract law—liability for genetically
engineered wheat because: 1)} it stifles research here in Montana and nationally in crops
we grow Montana; 2) it will put the brakes on rural economic opportunities in Montana;
3) the legislation is premature—earliest possible introduction of biotech wheat is six
years in the future; 4) damage for loss of markets is a possible danger now but world
opinion is gradually moving toward acceptance--especially with our most important
trading partners in Pacific Rim, and 5) we question that the legislation is even legal.
Please vote no on SB 218.
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February 4, 2005
Testimony in support of SB 218

Mr. Chairman, Members of the Committ_ee:

My name is Eric Schiedermayer. I represent the Montana Catholic Conference, the voice for Montana’s
two Roman Catholic bishops in the state legislature, who in turn are the spiritual leaders of over 140,000
Montanans. I rise in support of this bill.

Montana’s rural communities form the heart and soul of the state. From the pioneers of yesteryear to the
New Yorker who moved to Missoula last week, we have come here in large part attracted by the beauty of
God’s creation. We come in search of a place away from the “rat race,” where we and our children can
live perhaps a little more simply, closer to the earth, in an environment where virtue, integrity and hard
work are still highly prized.

Montanans are also a highly independent lot. We like the freedom to make our own decisions and to chart
our own destinies.

Today, as always, our farmers must make some hard decisions — decisions which have serious, far-
reaching consequences for them and their families. One of those decisions is about whether to plant
genetically modified wheat. Do they try to take advantage of something that might increase their yield -
something that might bring them a little more profit with which to care for their families and build their
communities? Or do they continue to cultivate the markets they’ve been working in — producing the
highest quality natural wheat for discriminating buyers throughout the world?

This bill is about that decision.

One principle which underlies Catholic social teaching is that of subsidiarity. Where appropriate,
decisions and responsibilities should be left to those closest to the issue, rather than making sweeping
policy decisions at a higher level. Montanans understand this principle intuitively. This bill follows that
principle. Farmers are not told that they cannot plant, grow, and market genetically modified wheat.
Scientists are not told that they cannot imagine, create and sell such wheat.

Neither however, is it right for our farmers to be forced by circumstances to follow a course of action that
is against their will, nor to have their hard work undermined by the actions of another. If another farmer
down the road chooses to plant genetically modified wheat, it is not right that our farmer’s crop should be
contaminated by windblown pollen which results in his inability to sell it to his carefully-cultivated
markets — markets which he has spent many years and many dollars developing.

Ultimately, this bill is about responsibility and accountability. These are things we Montanans understand
and respect. These are things that we parents strive to cultivate in our children. And these are things that
the Catholic Church recognizes as essential in the pursuit of the common good.

Scientists who develop and market something as innovative as a transgenic organism should rightfully
share in the responsibility for their invention. If a farmer follows the scientists”® directions in planting a
crop of genetically modified wheat and something goes “awry” (pardon the pun), the burden of
responsibility cannot rightfully be placed completely on the farmer. The scientists cannot duck their share
of that responsibility.

Conversely, if wind drift causes the contamination of a farmer’s field, and some of the newly developed
genetic material ends up in his crops, it’s ludicrous to allow the scientists to claim that the affected farmer
is infringing upon their patent.

Montanans understand personal responsibility and accountability. Perhaps this bill will help some others
to understand those same principles.

This bill is good for Montana’s farmers. It’s good for Montana.

Eric Schiedermayer
Executive Director, Montana Catholic Conference



