State of Montana

- o8 355
First Judicial Pistrict Court
Jewis and Clark County
Hon. Fhomas C. Honeel Hon. l])orot_ﬁ-'_& MeCarter Hon, Jeffrey M. Sherlock

February 8, 2005

Senate Judiciary Committee

PO Box 200500

Helena, MT 58620-0500

RE: Senate BillZ55

Dear Mr. Chalr and Members of the Commlttee

Regrettably we t‘nree Judges of the Flrst Jud1c1a1 Dlstnct are m court tlus mornmg and are
unable to attend thlS heanng B 5 :

We enthu31astlcally support Senate Bﬂl 35 5, which deletes a portlon of Si
that was enacted in the last legislative session. That portlon of the statut
(3)(b), curirently hmlts recovery of transcript fees for transcnpts requested by
attorngy ot the attormey general to “actual costs of preparation.” That term
abundance of confusion.among the various counties and judICIal district |
fees. tradlttonally collected by the eourt reporters, set forth in subsectmn':_(l‘) of the’ statu" i
are. reasonable aﬂd conservatw SO SRS ' 0

On that basts, we First Judicial Di
submitted, which the Lewis and Clark County Attorney continues to honor.
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The District Court Judges across the State of Montana overwhelmingly support this bill and
respectfully request your support.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Dty =7

DOROTHY'McCARTER
District Court Judge




