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Flathead Lakers:
Working for clean water, a healthy
ecosystem, and lasting quality of
life in the Flathead Watershed.

www, flatheadlakers.org

January 7, 2005

Glenn Roush, Chairman

Montana Senate Natural Resources Commifttes
State Capitol

Helena, Montana

Dear Chairman Roush and members of the Commjuee:
Ag President of the Flathead Lakerswaud a newly appomted citizen member of the Flathead Basin
Commission, I write in support of S Ee%i*l 387 e
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The Lakers are proponents of the Flathead Basin
Flathead waters. The Commission brings toget
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The Commission boasts many, accomp'lwhmem
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ltoring 4nd stream restoration

The Commission has achieved important education, waler j
n protecting water guality through local

accomplishments. These include involving numerous;
watershed groups and educating citizens about how. contiminated water running off their
property. The commission has coordinated voluntegr. wa % -monitoring programs t]uoughout
the basin, complementing the core programs perﬁrorme by-.'thc CS8k:Tribes, and by the University of -
Montana’s Flathead Lake Biological Station at Yelluw Bay. It has restored 4 number of disturbed
riparian sites.

With continued population growth, and the likelihood of new coalfield development preposals in British
Columbia, the Flathead Basin Compmission is needed now more than ever, The Commission has
functioned with modest core funding authorized by the legislature to generate subslantial grant funding
for its programs, multiplying the state’s financial support by seven to eight times.

SE 138 will assure continuance of this important governor’'s commission, make permanent the
administrative basing of the commission in the DNRC, and strengthen its membership. I strongly urge
the Committes to support SB 138,

Sincerely.

President



