‘Two hundred years ago, Captains Lewis, Clark and the Corps or-Bhisc
explored the pristine rivers and wild landscapes of the American West. They
~ described seemingly endless prairies, rugged mountains and wild ffivers

- teeming with a diversity of fish and wildlife. |

The story of Lewis and Clark as pioneering naturalists exploring 2 ' erica’s
wilderness is-an 1mportant part of our Montana Heritage. And while much
has been changed or lost since their expedition, much remains.

Missouri River and Gates significant:

The Gates of the Mountains marked the Corps of Discovery's ofﬁmal
entrance into the Rocky Mountains. On July 19, 1805, Lewis wrote "from
the singular appearance of this place I called it the gates of the rocky
mountains"”

Their main purpose was to map and explore the territory recently acquired
from France, and to establish trade routes to the Pacific Ocean. The mission

- had a secondary goal, to observe "the animals of the country genemlly, and
especially those not known in the US the remains and accounts of tny which
may [be] deemed rare or extmct

A commemorative trail helps the people access extraordinary landscapes and
to gain a sense of exploration of wild country.




