ECRATE MATIAE: &
rona sl
_ v )20 /2065
Proponent Testimony, SB 210: Kenneth V. Eden, Helena. Jan 21,2005 Bk .93 2/ 03

Landowners often have concerns regarding railroad abandonment’s that result in trails or
pedestrian corridors. The proponents are certain that with proper planning, these
problems can be prevented. In the event of abandonment, we hope that landowners will
be actively involved in the planning, development and management of a pedestrian
corridor from Great Falls to Helena. Let me address a few potential concerns:

Land values — Studies from Wisconsin, North Carolina and the National Association of
Realtors (NAR) document average 10% premiums for property near bike/pedestrian
pathways. $5000 premiums are common for homes adjacent to pathways vs comparable
homes a short walk away. The NAR lists trails as the second most appealing amenity
among 18 choices posed to prospective home buyers.

Privacy: Proper trail development, routing, fencing, and signage have ameliorated these
concerns in countless areas around the country. Potential “irades™ with adjacent
landowners can consolidate properties split by the abandoned railbed. Limits on
vehicular traffic to rural trailheads can be established, thereby actually increasing
privacy.

Vandalism/Litter: Again, with proper fencing, patrol, limited access points and
management of the trail, this problem can decrease from its “pre-trail” levels. Trail users
quickly develop a pride in their trail and treat & protect it accordingly. This has been the
overwhelming experience of the Riverside Trail in Great Falls and the hugely successful
77 mile long Trail of the Coeur d’ Alenes (TCDA) in northern Idaho.

Weeds: Noxious weed control is part of the maintenance of the TCDA and the nearby
Hiawatha trail. Conversations with rangers for both trails in the past week document a
marked decrease in infestations since these trails have opened.

There are likely to be other concerns expressed in the Opponents testimony to
follow. I have had many conversations over the last several days with rangers,
volunteers, and foundations board members for the Trail of the Coeur d’ Alenes. They are
eager to relate the phenomenal economic engine that this trail has become in their
formerly depressed communities. Businesses near bankruptcy are now thriving; home
values are soaring; and community pride has never been higher. What they mention with
equal enthusiasm is that former opponents of their trail are now often its strongest
supporters with several now volunteering time and funds to help maintain it.

In summary, we recognize the landowner concerns regarding this proposed
abandonment. But, the purpose of Senate Bill 210 is NOT to secure abandonment but to
have a plan ready IF it occurs. Our hope is that landowners in Lewis and Clark and
Cascade counties will become a key part of developing that plan. Their positive
participation in this process would ensure that this pedestrian corridor is done well and
done to the benefit of ALL Montanans.

An ancient proverb says that a journey of 10,000 miles begins with a single step.
The 90 mile journey of this trail should begin here today with a YES vote from your
committee. There could be no better commemoration of the 200" anniversary of Lewis
and Clark’s steps along this very route.



