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Established in 1912
_ Affiliations:

"F. H. STOLTZE LAND & LUMBER CO

- Lumber Manufacturers
Box 1429 » Columbia Falls, Montana 55912

Phone (406) §32-7000 « FAX (406) 892-1612

E mail info @stoltzelumber.com "
. www.stoitzelumber.com |

‘Ronald H. Buentemeier
Vice President & General Manager - '

" PHONE (406) 892-7005 - ' FAX {406) BY2-1612
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~ Mark J. Boardman C.F,
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PHONE (406) 892-7005 R ) Lo
HOME (406) 755-3978 + . FAX (408) 892-1812 .
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Logging: |
A Key Component to Forest & Community Health

For 12 weeks Stoltze contractors and crezé worked to restore less than one percént
of the forest after the Moose Fire burned over 71,000 acres.

- Through modern low impact practices Non-management leads to disaster that
logging cleared the way for new seedlings to reduces water quality, wildlife habitat,

be planted and léft quality trees behind for and recreational use; also, loss of
seed, wildlife, and visuals. - - income and increased re-burn potential,

Thanks

to all those who helped!

=Cofer Logging

=Quriam Logging

=Stoltze Logging

*Trumble Creek Logging
»Willie Bruns Trucking
*Carie Trucking

°Ed Covell Trucking

*Vern Fredericks Trucking
sJump Trucking

*Keller Truckin . '
»Sunshine Tmcﬁmg - Economic Return to the

=Uskoski Trucking State & Community

* Wages paid to loggers - $406,170.

* Wages for mill workers - $356,482

* 467 loads of logs came off the burned area.

» This load of logs generates approximately
$1,046 dollars to the State, Overall that's
$391,438 to the School Trust and $96,757 to

~ “forest improvement.” helping pay for
seedlings to plant in the salvaged areas.

* Secondary jobs in community - $2,746,260.

Where people have cared for the
forest, used them wisely, protected,
developed and replenished them in.
good times; the forest, the land, and

the people alike have prospered.

F. H. StoL1zE LAND & LumaeR Co.

#2107
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FIRE AREAS BY ACRE

| National Forest Suitabie Regeneration Salvage |

Robert 13013 8540 3020 5390
Wedge (?anycn : 20390 8075 4475 4600
Beta Doris ‘ . 5230 4000 1060 2710
Blackfoot Lake 15600 8060 1820 . 3740
Ball ' 7600 4265 1165 2150
Crazy Horse 7 8000 3000 350 2650
69833 36940 11890 21240
Robert-Wedge Post-Fire Pl"O_jeCt
" Purpose/Proposed Action
Proposed Action
Salvage

Salvage harvest of dead trees and trees damaged by the fire and likely to die would occur on
approximately 8050 cres in the two fire areas (Robert -3075 acres; Wedge Canyon - 2975 acres) (See
attached maps). Approximately 35 to 45 million board feet could be offered depending on future
merchantability. The number of acres proposed at this time are very inclusive, portraying ailthe -
pessible-areas:that would assessed for salvage opportunities. Further analysis and field verification may
result in a reduction of proposed salvage acres, influenced by such factors as:

Site-specific salvage prescnpnons (e.g. snag retention)

Logging system changes

Economic viability

Other resource concerns

Y V.V.V

Salvage harvest would concentrate in the areas of high vegetation burn severity, where the fire killed
nearly all the trees. An estimated 25% of the acres proposed for salvage have substantial numbers of
surviving trees (>50% survival of overstory trees). The vast majority of these trees would remain after
salvage harvest. Some live trees may be cut to accommodate landings, skid trails, skyline corridors or
temporary road locations, or for safety reasons. Individual and variable sized patches of dead trees
would be maintained to provide adequate present and future #ifionnts of‘larger d1ameter standing/down

trees across the landscape, or to provide for site protection.

Impacts to the more severely burned soils would be minimized through the use of helicopters, winter
logging, or skidding on slash mat materials (adequate amounts of available fine woody debris).

Logging methods to remove merchantable trees would include helicopter, cable, and tractor type
equipment such as crawler tractors, skidders, feller/bunchers, and cut-to-length harvesters. Up to 40
helicopter landing areas would be proposed and reclaimed after harvest activities. The approximate

amount of acres and logomg system proposed for each fire area is:

* Helicopter Cable Tractor

S { acres) {acres) - {acres)

" —— ——
Robert . 1570 (51 ) | 715 (23%) | 790 (26%)
Wedge Canyon 1100 (37%) 240 (8%%) 1635 (55%)
TOTAL LOGGING SYSTEM ACRES 2670 (44%) 055 (16%) | 2425 {(40%)

Approximately 2.3 miles of new temporary road (several short segments) would be constructed to ¢
access some of the salvage units. In addition, about 2.5 miles of historic road templates may also be
used to provide access to the units. These temporary roads would then be rehabilitated after logging
activities. No new permanent roads would be constructed. Best management practices wouid be
maintained to minimize soil emsmn and protect water quality on those roads used during salvage

activiti CS




PROPOSED ACTION
Salvage West Side Reservoir Post-Fire Project

Salvage harvest of dead trees and trees damaged by the fire and likely to die would occur on a
total of approximately 6,138 acres (approximately 20% of the burned area) within four fire groups
(See attached maps): '

Fire Salvage Harvest
Beta/Doris 2159 acres
Blackfoot 1808 acras

Bal] 1785 acres

Doe 386 acres .
TOTAL §138 acres

In developing the Proposed Action, the Interdisciplinary Team proposes to saIvage_only those
acres that meet the following criteria: S

s Inbumed areas with dead trees.

¢ Outside inventoried roadless areas and the Jewel Basin Hiking Area.

» Qutside areas that currently meet old growth habitat.

s Outside areas that have been regeneration harvested in the recent past.

* Outside riparian areas. An excepfion occurs on a relatively few acres where bumned
tiparian areas can be accessed by existing open road; these acres would be harvested by
helicopter. One reason why these riparian acres are proposed for harvest is because fiture
firewood gathering by the public has the potential to cause resource damage in these areas.

+ Within stands with enough timber volume to be merchantable considering the harvest
method appropriate for the soil type, steepness of slope, and available transportation

. System. '

The number of acres included in the Proposed Action are the maximum that the Interdisciplinary
Team considers at this time to be reasonable candidates for salvage. Further field surveys in the
summer of 2004 may provide information that will reduce the total number of acres proposed for
salvage harvest, may change the logging system proposed for particular units, or may cause other -
unforeseen reductions in total acres.

The Pfoposed Action focuses on salvage mostly within high and moderate vegetation burn
severities: '

Vegetation Burn Severity Proposed Salvage Percent of Total Acres
High 2950 acres 48%
Moderate 2410 acres 40%
Low 780 acres 12%

Mostly dead or dying trees would be harvested in all areas that burned. Some live trees may be
cut to accommodate landings, skid trails, skyline corridors, or for safety reasons. Individual and
variable sized patches of dead trees would be maintained to provide adequate present and future
amounts of larger diameter standing/down trees across the Iandscape, or to provide for site
protection._A total of approximately 70 to 80 million board feet could be harvested, the exact
amount depending on merchantability at the time of harvest.

Logging methods to remove merchantable trees would depend on slope and soil sensitivity, and
would include helicopter, cable, and tractor-type equipment such as crawler tractors, skidders.
feller/bunchers, and cut-to-length harvesters. Impacts to the more severely burned soils would hef
minimized through the use of helicopters, winter logging, or skidding on slash mat materials
(adequate amounts of available fine woody debris). Up to 50 helicopter landing areas would be
proposed and reclaimed after harvest activities. Approximatelv 71% of the area would be logoed

by helicoprers. [ 7% by cabie, and 12% bv Iraclor-tvpe equipment,




FOREST
B-D
Bitterroot
Custer
Flathead
Gallatin
Helena
Kootenai
L&C |

Lolo

TOTAL (mmcf)

TOTAL (MMBF)

Montana National Forest

Annual Growth & Mortality

GROWTH

97.4 mmef
42.1 mmcf
7.1 mmcf
72.3 mmcf
39.1 mmcf
20.2 mmef

42-.1 mmef

- 50.6 mmef

90.9 mmef

461.8 mmcf

923.6 MMBF

2003

MORTALITY
21.4 mmcf
16.9 mmef
9.1 mmef
35.8 mmef”

22.2 mmef

9.0 mmef %

ol /)ﬁy/—rﬁ o Share.

Truckloads / day
163

81
22

148

22.2 mmcf

- 242.7 mmcf

485.4 MMBF

—————

965

———

Combined Total (Growfh- + Mortality) = 1,409,000,000 BF / year >

~ *(Calculated on forested land which included suitable and tentatively suitable)

- = Currently the 9 independent mills pckloa-ds per day.

(Truckioads per day based on 365 days per year.)
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Fueling the Wildfires
' by Warren Mass

California’s deadly wildfires show that federal land management policies for the supposed protection of the
environment are, preductably, havmg the opposite effect.

The federal eco-saviors ... have created ecolegical disasters of
near-apocalyplic propomons Tens of millions of acres of once- = q
beautiful forestland have been transformed into charred
moonscapes and dying, bug-infested, overgrown tinderboxes
set to explode into blazing inferncs.

— William F. Jasper i
"Endangered Property Rights"
THE NEW AMERICAN |y, - -

. Oclober 25, 1999 §

As we wr:te the hills of Southern California are stil smoidering. A
recent headhne in the Los Angeles Times read, "Some Evacuees
Begin Returning to Homes." Having once lived in Los Angeles
County, this writer is familiar with the hot, bone-dry Santa Ana winds -
that fanned the recent catastrophic wnidﬂres The philosophical thing
to do, perhaps, would be to dismiss the widespread devastation as
the mevatable result of nature reclalmmg what man has interloped
upon.

-But'it is not easy to dismiss the loss of 22 lives, more than 3,500 homes, and more than 750,000
acres of timber and brush. Our inquisitive human nature seeks explanations for lragedies, so we
might satisfy ourselves that we (collectively) did everything humanly possible to prevent them —

“and that we will find ways to prevent similar catastrophes in the future.

itis emotaonally wrenching to d[scover that human intervention could have prevenled a major
tragedy entailing loss of life. Even worse is the realization that, in the case of the recent California
wildfires, the evndence shows that human acuon contributed to the tragedy.

Spec:flcally, federal policies for managing our nahonal forests have created the conditions for
more frequent and larger wildfires. And although those policies were supposedly intended to
protect the environment, it was entirely predictable that they would have the opposite effecl.

Even the GAO Says So

But don't just take THE NEW AMERICAN'S word for it. When Senior Editor Wiilliam F. Jasper warned -
four years ago that "tens of millions of acres of once-beautiful forestland” had already become
"overgrown tinderboxes set to explode," he cited an April 1999 U.S. General Accounting Office
(GAO) study entitled Catastrophic Wildfire- Threats. That study, Mr. Jasper noted, warned that "39
million acres on national forests in the interior West are at high risk of catastrophic wildfire" due to
-unnatural and excessive tree density, massive buildup of undergrowth, disease and insect

infestation.

Since that 1993 GAO warning, many experts continued to sound alarms about the impending
catastrophe — but to no avail. Their recommendations were ignored by government officials. One
of the experts who repeatedly warned of the coming inferno is Dr. Thomas Bonnicksen, professor
of forest science at Texas A&M University. Weeks before the outbreak of the California fireslorm,
Professor Bonnicksen expressed his grave concern at the mounting danger in California’s
mismanaged national forests. His August 24, 2003 written statement to the U.S. House
Committee on Resources appears prophetic in view of the devastating fires that ravaged the San

Bernarding Mcuntains area in QOctober;




National Forest Growth & Mortality

Flathead, Kootenai & Lolo National Forests
Based on lands suitable for timber production

Loads/hay

Growth Volume (Bd. Ft.) # Log Truck Loads # Houses Suitable Timber
{4 MBF/Load) (14.2 MBF/House) Acres
Flathead NF 60,351,618 H) 15,088 4,250 673,803
Kootenai NF 64,108,049 | 44 16,027 4,51 5 1,263,000
Lolo NF 141,679,666 Q7 35,420 9,977 1,013,853
266,139,333 | /87 66,535 18,742 2,950,656
‘ 19,020 bd ft/acre
Growith €
A ..\:..M,t
-]
Mortality Volume (Bd. Ft.) # Log Truck Loads # Houses Suitable Timber
To wl LJ:/J«Y (4 MBF/Load) (14.2 MBF/House) Acres
7f Flathead NF 52,775,719 34 13,194 3,717
203 Kootenai NF 232,143,601 | /59 58,036 1.6,348
123 | Lolo NF 45,318,572 | 3/ 11,330 3,191
ﬁ 330,237,892 | 224 82,560 23,256 | 11,192 bd ft/acre

“Where people have cared for the forest, used them wisely, protected,
developed, and replenished them in good time - the forest, the land, and
the people alike have prospered.”

-

- 100 Years of Federal Forestry

“And now, first and foremost, you can never afford to forget for one moment what is the object of
our forest policy. That is not to preserve the forests because they are beautiful, though that is good
in itself, nor hecause they are refuges for wild creatures...the primary object of our forest paolicy, as
the land policy of the United States, is the making of prosperous homes. It is part of the traditional
policy of home making in our country. Every other consideration comes as secondary.”

- Theodore Roosevelt, in an address to the Society of American Foresters in 1903

Juge, 17995
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FLATHEAD NATIONAL FOREST FACTS

Total Flathead National Forest Acres
Total Timber Base

Total Other

(Wilderness, water, wildlife, recreation)

Forest Land Types
Total Flathead Acres
Non forest land
Forested land

Forest Roadiess Recreation land withdrawn

Forest land within wilderness
Non forest wilderness
Suitable forest [and (timber hase)

2,353,049 Total Inventory Volume
673,803 5.1 Billion Board Feet
1,679,246 12.6 Billion Board Feet
673.BD3
28.6%
624,612
26 6%
2,353,049
-217,532
2,133,517
-580,502
- _-862,856
-18,356
673,803
1,054,634
44 8%

wiidiite, Resteation, Water

Timber Base
B Wwildemess

Timber Base
Component Percentage Acres Timber Base
Water 1.9% 13,009 Percentage & Acres 31.8%
215,156
*Deferred Excess # 31.9% | 215,156 16.5%
0ld Growth 16.5% | 111,000 111,000}
Soils & Slopes 7.6% 51,500 15%
Non forested 1.9% 12,868 13,009
7.6%
**Balance 40.2% | 270,270 51,500
Total Timber Base Acres | 673,803
1.9%
*» peferred excess Is acres not needed this decade to meet ASQ 12 868 20.2%
** Bajance component provides for: 270,270
timber watersheds
visuals grizzly bear habitat
riparian areas wolf habitat ]
Indicator specles deer/elk/moose (special) D Water 'E' Deferred Excess #
- 4 oldGrowth Ny Ssoils & Slopes
[l Nonforested =9 Balance

"On Timber Base - 673,803

#'s In Million
Board Feet
Current forest growth 60
Maortality 53
Allowable Sate Quantity 52
Target Sell 2002 20.8
Actual Sell August 2002 3.5MM

Grizzly Bear:
60% of the timber base is occupied grizzly bear habitat.
1) some is the bears exclusive habitat
2) some is the winter/summer habitat {some
months are closed to the public)
3) most only allow 3 years of activity with
seven years of non-activity
87% of the total forest is occupied grizzly habilaf
(2,047,153 acres).

i

)
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TABLE [l1-1 Management Area Acreage - Flathead National Forest

December 1985
Suitable W/Out Proposed Proposed
MA Timber Land . Wildern‘e)gs Wildz?ness Total
U NQ’P tf)o]re_Is_’g &b 1 N
nsuitable Timber
Lands ° 41,853 916 42,869
2 No 17,890 44,709 62,599
2A No 81,858 15,345 107,203
Unroaded 2B No 109,025 9,054 118,079
Recreational 2C No 8,934 ' 0 8,934
2D No 526 0 526
2E No 184 0 184
2F No 260 0 260
Total 228,677 69,108 297,785
Amenity Value 3 No 39,862 395 40,257
3A No 485 0 495
Total 40,357 395 40,752
Campgrounds 4 No 314 0 314
Timber Lands High 5 Yes 3,753 0 3,753
Scenic Value
7
Visual Sensitive Yes 42,861 0 42,861
A Yes 5,934 0 5,934
Total 48,795 W] 48,795
Unroaded Timber
Lands High Scenic 8 Yes 7,551 ) 7,551
Value
Whitetail Deer 9 Yes 18,812 0 18,812
Winter Habitat oB No 80 0 80
Totat 18,892 0 18,892
Administrative 10 No 1,268 0 1,268
Sites 10A No 193 0 193
Total 1,461 0 1,461
11 No 69,812 0 69,812
1A No 17,491 9,985 27,476
Grizzly Bear 11B No 1,692 0 1,592
11C Yes 9 852 0 9,852
Total 93,747 9,985 108,732
. 12 No 45354 47 45,401
Riparian £
12A No 120 0 120
Total 45 474 47 45 521




