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o~
o 'Clarm “WHEREAS a federal roadless rule promulgated in Zﬁ o
‘contained in 36 CFR part 294 has been the subject of sever

(o .

Factual -lnaecuracies -Conta’ined' in SB".417 : "-‘ T o
| | le Jo o

AWSUITS -
and the U.S. District Court in Wyomlng permanently enJomed the rule

‘and” .

- 'Fa‘ct Federal courts’ wrth ]UﬁSdiCtlon in Montana upheld the roadless -
L canservation rule. A federal district court rullng in Wyomlng (now on
- appeal) has no effect in Montana . . _ i

- Clalm “WHEREAS the rule was developed w1thout substantrve
r_consultatron with the states,”

- Fact 5 000 Montanans partrcrpated in 31 forest service heanngs durmg

development of the roadless conservation polrcy
17,000 Montanans submitted comments 78% supported a strong

'road less: conservatlon pollcy

| .Claim the rule “[resulted] in de51gnated ‘roadléss” areas containing.
' »campgrounds, gas statlons, boat launches, nghts of way to prwate S,

lands

'_ ".Fact To our knowledge none of thlS is. true in Montana Exrstmg road
‘access rights are protected. If a gas station or boat launch were

accidentally mapped within a roadless area, MWA would approach the _.

- _Forest Sevrce to make a boundary correctron

'~ o Clarm “the rule resulted in an untenable patchwork of. land use that
 ~denied access to prwate property as well as public access to areas used
.- for hunting, ﬁshlng, hrkmg, snowmobrhng, ﬁrewood gathermg, and

srghtseerng, "

. Fact The rule d1d not address snowmobrle or other motonzed use and drd
~ not close any roads. Hunting in Montana’s roadless. backcountry isworld -
- class, There is no finer place to take a child frshrng than the lakes and
_streams of Montana roadless areas. 4,848 miles of trails --forty-two P
- . percent of all Montanos notronal forest trarls-- are wrthrn rnventorred e L
o roadless areas . : L RTINS

 Keepitwild.

The Montana W:Edemess Association educates the pubhc and works at the local, state, and national levels oo
10 protect Montana s wilderness and tradmonal recreatlon opportunmes for everyone



July 26, 2004

Lee Kramer, Team Leader

Western Montana Planning Zone Revision Team
Lolo National Forest

Fort Missoula, Building 24

Missoula, MT 59804

Dear Lee,

We appreciate the opportunity to submit the following language for the
“Bitterroot, Flathead, and Lolo National Forests Forest Plan Revision Proposed Action.”

These comments grew out of meetings and correspondence between Pyramid
Mountain Lumber, Smurfit Stone Container, Rick Rister, the Great Burn Study Group
and Montana Wilderness Association. Each of these organizations and individuals has a
great interest in the outcome of forest plan revision. All of us agree that we need a forest
plan that makes and keeps commitments. The timber industry needs certainty;
conservationists need roadless values protected.

The resulting proposal is a true collaborative effort, representing diverse opinions
coming together to agree on a controversial issue. We have negotiated and compromised
in order to create a solution. More importantly, the following language indicates our
willingness to set aside our philosophical differences for the good of our lands and
communities. '

We offer this language in the spirit of cooperation and constructive dialogue and
+ ask that they be included in the official record. Thank you again for the opportunity to
comment.

Sincerely,
Gordy Sanders Bill Chandler
Resource Manager Forest Resources Dlwsxon Reglan Manager
Pyramid Mountain Lumber . Smurfit Stone Container
Rick Rister Dale Harris
Concerned Citizen Vice-President
' Montana Wilderness Association
Ellen Knight
Board Member
Great Burn Study Group

Attachment: Action FP-F1-A2




Action FP-F1-A2

Recommended changes to actions are in bold italics and underlined.

We propose to actively manage forest lands in a caret_'td and thoughtful way
which effectively meets science-bqsed and socially acceptable objectives to provide raw
materigls on a sustainable yield basis for the forest products industry and small

businesses in rural communities.

We propose tg concentrate timber harvesting and fuels reduction projects in existing
roaded areas using existing roads. This work should begin in areas closest to the
Wildland Urban Interface and then around communities in general. Al work should
be done using state of the art, low-impact harvesting equipment, and Best Management
Practices, MEPA, NEPA, Clean Water Act, and ESA guidelines.

We propose to exclude inventoried roadless areas from the suitable timber
lands. However, timber harvest would still be allowed as one tool for achieving
ecosystem health as outlined in the Roadless Area Conservation Rule. -




Montana Landscape Solutions
Three Elements Necessary for Success:

(1) Conserve Inventoried Roadless Lands.
(2) Active Restoration in Roaded, Lower-Elevation Forests.
(3) Ensure Supply of Logs to Help Sustain Small Mills.

Principles Necessary to Success:

Tangible Outcomes
Linkage
Partnership Approach, Organized at Slte-SpeleIC Level

Roadless Landscapes
Allocate and Actively Manage Roadless Areas as Wilderness,
Primitive and/or Semi-Primitive Winter Motorized.

" Roaded Landscapes | - |
- Watershed Analysis Identifies Restoration Objectlves for Fish,
Wildlife, Watershed and Forest Conditions.

One year of analysis triggers up to 10 years of projects as long as.
multiple use restoration objectives are met.

Monitoring Committee Provides Independent Oversight



Montana

SNOWMOBILE AsA.

Association

P.O. Box 4714
. Missoula, MT 59806
Phone/Fax-{406) 549-4429

January 26, 2005°

'Senete Niatural Resources Committee :
Senator Glenn Roush (D) Cut Bank, Chairmen

' Suh;eet' SJ 10

-Dear . Senator Rnush, and membem of the Senate Naiural Resom*ees
Comzmttee : . 4

Over. the past four years, the Montana Snowmobﬂe Assoclauon and its
affiliate: chapters in Séeley Lake,. Kalispell, Cut. Bank, Great Falls, White
Sulfur Springs, and Lewistown have negotiated winter recreation agreements
with members of the Montana Wilderness Assoc;atxon, ski clubs, and
interested individuals, covermg the following National Forest areas:

-Seeley Lake Ranger District-Lolo Natlonal Forest;
Flathead National Forest;
Little Belt- and Big Snowy Mountams Levns and Clark: Natlonal

Forest.

For the past nine months e have met to dlscuss winter use and review maps
of the Lincoln Ranger Dlstnet, Helena National Forest. Except for a few

.+ minor details this pm_]ect is also complete. We anticipate signing an
. agreement for this District i in the next several weeks.

| Our successful winter recreatxon agreements now include two Congressmnal
created Wilderness Study Areas the Middle Fork Judtth and Blg Snowy

Mouintains.

Our orgamzahon feels qulte strongly that these successes can be the model
- for the future. Dialog, not lawsuits have been successful. It is our intention
to continue constructive dialogue on' other Wilderness Study Areas and
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GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE e ss&.mm_m>:_>:w§_mczm.noz

For comments, fips or corrections:
Call Managing Editor Gary Moseman
at (406) 791-1465 or (800) 438-6600

_OPINION

Editorial board

* "Friday, April 30, 2004

Jim' Strauss, President & Publisher
Elaine Kulhanek, Executive Editor
Gary Moseman, Managing Editor

Linda Caricaburu, Asst. Managing Editor

- Kathy Jack-Romero, Circulation Director

Snowies/Little Belts tra

Wouldn't it be nice if it
always worked so well?

It was a genuine pleasure
this week to read about the
consensus reached among
winter recreationists in the
Lewis and Clark
National Forest.

After a decade of
contention and
almost two years of
negotiation and over-
the-snow grunt work, ski
organizations, snowmobile
clubs and the Montana )
Wilderness Assaciation Tues-
day signed an agreement
about winter travel rules in a
big chunk of the L&C’s Jeffer-

~OUR
OPINION = trails, and it blocks

son Division.

The agreement takes in part
of the Little Belt and Big
Snowy mountains, which
range from south of Lewis-
fown to just southeast of

. Great Falls,

Ii preserves a num-

ber of snowmobile

the machines out of
a number of road-
less, wilderness-study ar.
If adopted as a travel plan,
the compromise also will
underscore restrictions on
motorized travel in some pop-
ular ski areas, most notabiy
around the Silver Crest Ski

Area and the Deadman and
O'Brien Creek areas south of
Neihart. Tt doesn’t change the
rules in much of the area, but
it may lead to more monitor-
ing and enforcement of the
existing rules,

Clint Dahlhausen of the Lit-
tle Belt Snowmobile Club said
riders gave up a few routes in
the Big Snowies, but main.

* tained their main trails and

play areas in the Liitle Belts.
Spokesmen for both sides
said the agreement “bloclks
up” recreation areas so that.
everyone has sizable areag in
which to pursue their sport.
Comments on the Little

vel pact an inspiration

Belts/Big Snowies winter plan
are being accepted for the
hext two months (see right).

* “It’s really great that we
were all able to work togeth-
er,” said Linda McMahon,
president of the Great Falls
Snowmobile Club. -

1t is great, and we hope —

 against hope probably — that

similar agreements can be
reached on other parts of the
Lewis and Clark travel plans.
Those plans are in various
stages of pending — on the

" Rocky Mountain Front and in

the Crazy and Castle moun-
tains, and non-winter travel
plans throughout the forest.

To comment

Tha Forest Service is tak-
Ing comments for 60 days

. on the interim restrictions
based on the group’s rec-
ommendations. Comments
shouid be sent to Dick
Schwacks, Winter Recre-
ation/Travel Proposal, PO,
Box 869, Great Fails, MT, -

- 58403, Elecronle com-
ments may be sent to com-
ments-northemn-
lewiselar@s.fad.us.

Comumants must be re-
ceived by July 6.
There also will be addi-

tional comment periods on
trave! plans for the forest,
For more information cali
Forest Service travel plan-
ner, Dick Schwecks, 791-
7747 i

To see maps

Maps of the recommen-
dation are available at
vaww.fs.fed us/rilawisclark,

Maps also are posted at
the Belt Craek, Judith, Mus-
saishell and White Sulphur
Spiings ranger stations and
the Forest Supervisor's Gf-
fice in-Great Falls,




, B diid sroWshoet's ¢4t Iioey whiste t'go for .

. a quiet Winter’ outing: Snowmobileis cari:’,’

" know whte'to go ‘without any comiplaints: .
Flathead Forest officials would have a cleai:
understanding of what the forest's policyic
regarding winfer recfeation. o
" We don’texpect éveryone to be'happy with .
the agresnient. But it isa huge accomphish: +
maent Emﬁ,.mu.mnu_omﬁ..@ogmm pafties ity this -
matter Were able fo SOYt out their differences,

- Upor d6eldred off Hiits" Taised g, . & erucial faget of th > Hgrecmant iy thiat i .-
. Botentlal for snodmabilers to Jook foi- new, miuist meét tfie frjister o a pubiic reviéw pro.

- renioté ‘dréas that are, iro lically; the wilder. cess to become an official dmendmient to thie

L ummm.mmmomﬁﬁos‘.mﬁuwﬁmwﬁ concern; The- ; . forest plan. The publie absolitely hss a right
- - hoimdariss delineating wherg snowmobiling 1o consider the terms of this agreement, bug

- would and wouldn't be'allowid winild ber + - ¢ e think the affort that produced it deseives.
indistinguishable; making etiforcetient © - aomaq respedt: . . v %R TR
Iripossible forr the Forest Service, . The alternative is continued, Hresoing..

% 'Thé Agrésment reprissrits a TeaSongbls,. - uncértainty snd bickering over winter recre-

" ‘workablg, d nable aliernative. Bird. walch- ation on the Flathead Forest; - .7 7,
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Senate Natural Resources Commsttee
'~ Senate Bill 417 | -
The testrrnony of John Gatchell, Conservatron Dsrector
Montana Wilderness Assoc1at10n
. February 16, 2005

3 . Chalrrnan Roush and members of the Senate Natural Resources

,Comm1ttee

| appear before you today to represent the views of 6, 000 members of the

~ Montana Wllderness Assocratlon regardmg SB. 417

The Montana Wi lderness Assocratlon was founded 47 years ago by |
- Montana hunters, conservatlomsts and small busmess owners to conserve '

Montanas witd publrc lands

Today—as in the 19505--our members view Montanas remammg
wilderness and wildlands as a public land trust, to be held and managed -

* so that the character of the -land and the clean waters, the hunting, -

fishing, camping and outdoor tradltlons these lands sustain remam 1ntact

- for future Montanans. -

© SB 417 is another example of leglslatlon that seeks a return to battles of

the past. The rationale is built on misinformation. The process 1t |
mandates offers no constructwe solutlons -

'SB 417 begms w1th a series of mlsleadlng statements about Montana S
-~ mountainous backcountry and the current roadless conservat1on polrcy of

the u. S. Forest Semce

K Except for one, I don t want to spend much tlme on these errors whlch
~are covered in a fact sheet | - SRR

B 417 alleges Montanans and the state were not mvolved when the _' o

o current roadless pohcy was developed

Fwe thousand Montanans partlcrpated in 31 forest service heanngs dunng

| development of the roadless conservat1on pollcy

Keepitwild. -

- The Montana Wlldemess Association educ:ates the public-and works at the local state and national leveis
to protect Montanas wilderness and traditional recreation 0pportun1tles for everyone.



members can see in the attached d1rectwe

The fact is the uU.S. Forest Serwce is. not being funded to mamtaln its
- ‘existing road infrastructure—let alone build expenswe new roads lnto .
"remote mountam recreation area. -

In 2004 the Flathead Natlonal Forest ldentlfled annual road mamtenance -
needs totalmg $6.4 m1ll10n dollars They were budgeted for $1.2 m|lllon
dollars. ' L ;o L ‘

SB 417 fails to offer pragmatic solutlons solut1ons that umte rather than
divide Montanans ~ :

SB 417 ties the governor to a proposed federal regulatlon a U S.
Department.of Agriculture proposal that generated one million publlc
comments yet to be analyzed Twelve states obJected '

_ USDA itself has, been all over the map on th!S promlsmg one thmg in 2003'
then floatmg a completely dlfferent proposal in 2004

-~ SB 417 require the state to mvest tlme and money to conduct an analys:s |
of specific tracts of national forest lands— analysis already completed by
the land managmg agency—the u.s. Forest Serwce | :

A close readmg of SB 417 w1ll show there is no prowsron for publ1c
heanngs Why not?

| The USFS held 31 heanngs Fwe thousand Montanans attended those
hearings. Seventeen thousand wrote comments—the vast maJonty .
supportmg strong roadless conservatlon pol1c1es | —_—

| .lnstead of allowmg Montanans to speak dlrectly to the future of our
- mountain backcountry—places where we hunt, fish, camp take our
- families—SB 417 disenfranchises Montanans by establishing an insider -
' track in which county ofﬁc1als select which wild publlc lands to conserve

' 'rMy son and I love to camp and fish in the Crazy Mountams roadless area— |
this is our land—we know lt well but it’s not in our county lt s spllt by -
four counties AR : _

~ Montana Wilderness Association



. 1 MONTAN AWILDERNESS ASSOCI ' : Helena Office 406-443-7350 fax: 406-443-0750
. @ ' ; o oc ATION PO. Box635‘ Helena, MT5%2.4 _ wiwvw.wildmontana.org

Natlonal Forest Roadless Areas Conservatlon | |

| What the exrstmg conservatlon pollcy does.

RIGHT TO WAIVE POLICY In addltron to exemptlons hsted below, the U.S.
" Forest Service reserves the right to approve “project-specific” exceptions to the .
following policy for certain road construction and timber projects within ‘
' rnventorled roadless areas. (Interun Directive No: 1920-2004 1) '

| New federal road construction vnthm mventoned roadless areas is generally not
' allowed except in one of the followmg clrcumstanees. :

1. Aroadis needed to protect pubhc health and safety i in cases of ari imminent threat of
. flood, fire, or other catastrophlc event, that w1thout intervention. would cause the loss of

life or property

2. Aroadis needed to conduct a response actoin under the Comprhenswe Env1ronmental _
" 'Response, compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) or to conduct a natural restoratlon'
_action under CERCLA section 311 of the Clean Water Act, or Oil Polluuon AcL .

3. Aroadis needed in oonjuncuon Wlth any mlneral lease hcense perrmt, or approval |
~ issued for nuneral leasmg operatlons

4. Road access is needed pursuant to reserved or outstaudmg nghts or as provrded by statute
or t:reaty : _ _ - :

5._- A road is needed for cntrcal resource restoratron and protectlon
6. | Road reahgnment is needed to prevent resourc damage by an existing road that is deemed
essential for public or private access, management or pubhc health or safety and where

+ . suich damage cannot be corrected by maintenance. .

7. A road is needed to restore. w11dhfe habltat.

* Generally prohlblts federal tlmber sales w1thln lnventorred roadless areas. The
" Chief reserves the author:ty to approve or drsapprove proposed tnnber harvest in .
" inventoried roadless areas, except for the followmg - -

| - a) The t1mber is- generally small-dlameter materlal and the removal of tunber is needed
for one of the follong purposes ' ‘

_ 1 FSM 1900— Planmng, Chapter 1920—Land and Resource Management Plannmg, Intenm
' Directive No. 1920-2004-1, USDA Forest Service Manual Natlonal Headquarters (WO),
: Washmgton DC, effecuve July 16,2004 (attached) '

. Keepitwild, | + The, Montana W”ldernes Association educates the public and works at the Iocal state, and nauonal leve]s
. to protect Montana s unlderness and traditional recreation opportumt;es for evéryone. -



