SENATE PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE & SAFETY ’

exverne. AT

2475 Winne Avenue R EhoneAﬂE.AAmaJ

Helena, MT 59601-4997 Fax 406-449-4878
January 28, 2004

A Lantis Enterprises Facility

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Senate Health Committee;

I am writing in support of Senate Bill 257, requiring all entities be subject to the
Certificate of Need process already in place.

[ have worked as a Nursing Home Administrator for Lantis Enterprises for ten years.
The implications of the Critical Access Hospitals converting more than 5 beds without
the Certificate of Need Process will have a significant impact on rural health care
facilities in small communities with a CAH or one nearby.

In this company there are 3 rural facilities that are directly affected by this process:

Beartooth Manor in Red Lodge
Cedarwood Villa in Columbus
Glacier Care Center in Cut Bank

In these communities the non-hospital facilities rely upon the hospitals to make referrals
to the Nursing Homes. As you can imagine the CAHs are concerned about maintaining
their own census first, if the CAH can turn hospital beds to nursing home beds they will
not be referring residents to area nursing homes as before.

We have 12 Nursing Homes in Montana most are in rural communities that will be
significantly affected by swing bed use in CAHs. In these communities we are often the
primary or secondary employer in that community. As our census declines so does our
ability to employ staff which in turn affects the quality of care providers are able to
provide to our residents as well as the economic impact employment has on these small
communities.

Again, I want to voice my support of the testimony that was provided by Rose Hughes of
the Montana Health Care Association.
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