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BILL NO, s8. 272
Statement on SB 273

Dr. Ron Sexton, Chancellor of Montana State University-Billings

Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, Senate Bill 273 has much potential, not for
what it can do for Montana State University-Billings, but for what it can do for Montana.

Montana mirrors many other rural areas where medical specialists and general
practitioners cluster in the major cities, leaving the rural communities medical needs to be

met largely by a smaller number of primary care providers.

Statewide, according to data from the Montana Medical Association, there are 553
physicians in the state. Nearly 1 in 5 (or 20 percent) are in two urban areas - Billings and
Missoula. The rest are scattered throughout the state, meéting the needs of an aging
population. And as the current number of physicians near retirement, the demand grows

to fill their shoes.

While many of the details of SB 273 can be debated — and they should be — the
opportumty it presents should not be allowed to go to waste. -

The time is now to have an elevaied level of discussion about the future of medical
education for Montanans, in Montana. There are health care shortages in the state now
(nine counties do not currently have a primary care physician, for example), but no
overall discussion is taking place to determine if we are dealing with that issue as well as

‘we could.
Senator Stapleton’s bill is the first step in that process. Given the right opportunity,
Montanans can be very creative and visionary in addressing challenges of the future. This

is one such opportunity.

I urge you to approve this bill so that the next step can be taken in that process.



