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February 2, 2005

Senate Public Health, Welfare and Safety
-~ Senator Brent Cromley, Chairman

Re: SB 287 (Sen. Schmidt)

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee:

The Lewis and Clark City County Board of Health would like to go on record in strong
support of SB 287, a bill to restrict and regulate the sale of ephedrine and
pseudoephedrine products.

Faced with a growing crisis of methamphetamine addiction and clean up problems from
homemade drug laboratories, Montana is among at least 20 states considering
legislation which would significantly limit the ability of illicit drug manufacturers to obtain
methamphetamine precursors. This bill mirrors the approach taken by Oklahoma
where the legislature unanimously approved a bill last April after three state troopers
were shot and killed by meth cooks. Since the Oklahoma law's passage, seizures of

- clandestine meth labs have dropped by 81%. Simply stated, this approach works if
the precursors are not available, meth cannot be easily manufactured.

-~ The Board believes this approach will significantly decrease the numbers of drug labs
we see in our communities and the associated problems we are experiencing in
Montana. The inconvenience to legitimate customers buying ephedrine and
pseudoephedrine products simply does not compare to the benefits our society will
realize. In fact, the Board believes that SB 287 is not only worthy public policy, but a
necessary one at this point. As neighboring states shut down unlimited access to
methamphetamine precursors, Montana cannot risk the likely outcome that, if we do not

. take similar action, meth producers will assume that Montana remains “open for
business.” Montana needs to join other states in announcing that the illegal
methamphetamine manufacturlng business is n_oi welcome in our communities and in

- our. state. : :

: We urge your support ofrthis important legislation.
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Montana Meth Watch

Funding: $70,570
o The majority of funding was awarded through a grant recaived from
Consumer Health Care Products Association (CHPA). ;
o All funds have been used for supplies and mini-grants; noimdlrect or
staff expenses have been accrued

Meth Watch is an environmental strategy designed to assist Montana
communities in their fight against methamphetamine production. "

Modeled after a similar, successful program in Kansas

Targets retailers by increasing employee awareness about meth pfpductlon
and procedures for reporting suspicious activity

-

o Many communities have expanded this to include both hofels/motels
and landlords.

Decreases theft and suspicious sales of meth precursors (pseudoephedrine,
acetone, drain cleaner, etc.) by posting Meth Watch signage throughout the
store

Montana Meth Watch has received Widc-Spread support; partners ﬁciude 22
state, tribal and federal government agencies, business orgamzatnjns and law
-enforcement associations.

C!m'ently, the program is being implemented in 20 pilot communijties across
the state of Montana, 3 of which are reservations.

The Chemical Dependency Bureau’s Prevention Specialists are aﬁ_sisting with
the implementation of Meth Watch in communities and are also serving as a
point of contact. '

Quarterly evaluations will be conducted to monitor the success of the
program.

Accomplishments so far...

Full support and enthusiasm from Safeway stores :
Statewide support and involvement from Town Pump ;
Widespread community support and involvement "
Communities are actively taking part in Montana Meth Watch,
including some of which were not awarded grant money.
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Montana Meth Watch o
By Jean Branscum, Health Policy Advisor to Governor Martz

Montana is counting on a new program to be an effective strategy in combating the methamphetamine problem in
communities across the state. Governor Judy Martz anmmounced the launching of this program, Montana Meth
Watch, at a regional methamphetamine sumemnit in September. It promises to be an effective program in terms of
stopping the production of methamphetamine by small, home-made labs within the state, reducing the availability of
meth in communities, and increasing public awareness about meth-related issues.

Methamphetamine is a serious and growing threat throughout Montana. It is increasingly available because it is
cheap to make and tbe all the ingredients necessary can be found in local retail stores. Limiting access and reducing
theft of those products used in the illegal manufacturing of meth is a focal point of Montana Meth Watch.

Modeled off a successful program designed in Kansas, retailers are the comerstone of the Montana Meth Watch
program. Retailers are provided with signage, product management tips, and fraining materials for employees and
“managers. Through their voluntary participation and partnership with law enforcement, retailers become part of the
solution by stopping the flow of precursor products into the hands of meth cooks. Retailers reap the benefits of safer
stores, better customer relations, reduced theft, and improved employee and community awareness.

Montana’s govemnor was quick to act on the recommendation to implement a Meth Watch program upon learning
about its success in Kansas and Washington. Her health policy advisor, Jean Branscum, led the charge to implement
the program by approaching retail organizations to determine their interest. After gaining widesppead support, a
Montana Meth Watch Leadership Partners Team was formed to capture the enthusiasm and interest expressed
among the twenty-two state, tribal and federal government agencies, business organizations, and law enforcement
associations. Business partners, including the state’s Chamber of Commerce, Agricultural Businegs Association,
Food Distributors, Retail Association-and Petroleum Marketers & C-Store Association were quick to see the benefit
of working with law enforcement partners of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Montana Narcotics Asgociation, and
Montana Peace Officers to address the meth problem. .

The Department of Public Health and Human Services (DPHHS) stepped forward to play the coordinating role in
the implementation of the program, including the administration of community grants. Seizing the opportunity to
enhance the utilization of the existing network of prevention specialists across the State, the department expanded
work contracts to include Montana Meth Watch as a prevention activity. As interest in the program continued to
surge in communities, the state’s fifteen prevention specialists serve as a valuable collaborative-building role and
point of contact for the state agency. Other important cormunity pariners include the local Extenﬂou Service,
Montana National Guard, and AmeriCorps volunteers.

Through resources from the Consumer Health Care Products Association, Montana has created Mpntana Meth
Watch posters, brochures and decals for distribution to retailers along with a training video. Fifteén communities
will receive up to $500 in grant monies to assist their local efforts to implement the program. Thege communities
will also be part of the state’s evaluation of the Meth Watch program’s success. The recipients of the community
grants will be announced during Red Ribbon Week on October 28. The materials will be ready fod display in stores
across Montana in mid-November. Stephanie Wrightsman, a VISTA waorker, has become the lcai contact for the
program and the creation of a state website.

Methamphetamine Preblem in Montana
e  Meth is increasingly available and is considered the most significant drug problem to loc4l law enforcement
and a congiderable public health care issue.
Nine percent of high school youth indicate they have used methamphetamines.
Many counties n the state report that at least fifty percent of the child abuse and neglect vestigations
conducted the past year involve methamphetamine-impacted families. Some counties report that fifty to
" seventy-five percent of the children placed in foster care are in placement because of pargutal use of meth
o Ten years ago, fifieen percent of the people treated in state-approved community chemical dependent
program were addicted to meth; by 2003 that number had increase to twenty-nine percent




¢  The number of meth labs busted increased from 16 in 1999 to 122 in 2002. In 2003, 89 Jabs were busted
costing taxpayers $327,500 in clean-up fees. ' :

s  Meth-related crimes have inundated the court system and filled prisons. About 85 percent of the inmates in
the Montana women's prison are there, at least in part, because of methamphetamine.

From the start of her administration in 2001, Governor Martz was determined to define a plag that would
eradicate meth from Montana communities. She began the journey to find workable solutiong by initiating a
partnership with the Montana Attorney General in the Fall of 2001 to form the Alcohol, Tobagco, and Other
Drug Control Policy Task Force. The Task Forces's final report, "COMPREHENSIVE BL UEPRINT FOR THE
FUTURE, A LIVING DOCUMENT" can be found at

www.discoveringmontana.com/gov2/css/drugcontrol/execsummary.asp. In June 2004 Goverpor Martz hosted 2

statewide Methamphetamine Summit where professionals in law enforcement, prevention, treatment, and
education discussed meth-related problems and defined solutions. The summit resulted in the exploration of
avenues to increase public awareness and forge stronger cooperation among state agencies, including the Meth

Watch program.
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