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This is my personal story, however, | know that my situation is not unique. There = 6 324
are many individuals who have the same financial problems that I have and;—
unfortunately ne sne lisiens.

My husband and 1 raised our family in 2 small town in Montana during a time when
there were not many jebs that carvied any health benefits. They were not even
heard of aud we were always abic to pay sur medical expenses ont-of-pocket
becanse they were mot that high. Then when sy hushond had about ten yoars lefk to
werk before retivement the business he worked for developed a “retirement
program.” | never werked under any retirement program and werked in “aging”
fickds for 25 years. 1 did manage to contribwic to an IRA account, however. So new
we are living e my husbhand’s small retirvemsent, sy ssall IRA distribution sl our
Secial Security paymesuts.

Combiming all of this we have an income that dees ot make ws cligible for any
benefids for low income programs. Since wy hasband is 3 Werld War 11 vet, be gets
his medical trestment from VA aad is on 10 prescription drugs 2 meath which
comes 90 $78 per menth. Threugh eur supplementsl plons 1 do get 2 small discount
om my prescription drugs af the local pharmacy, but even 90, I do net cven have
high cost drug prescriptions filled as it would deplete sur income totally!?

We are il healthy for heing 76 and 81 yoars of age ( my hushand’s bocamse of the
number of drugs be tskos) snd we do still have a mortgage to pay off ss well 20 2
help cover some of his expenses at VA, In 2006 whes the Medicare Part D gues into
cffiect, if 1 talce the plan, it will cost me more than [ svn now paying for my
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BUT our “fixcd income” will not raise enough to cover the
mm f am thinking at this time that ! will not be able to sfford to
tabe Port D, and comogucatly will be withont any help on mry preacription drug
conle.

Se, what is the answer fo my problem. As | sce it now, don’t plan to go anywhere in
the fisture, don’t get sick, as then you will ineur more debt, and try not to eat three
wmeals a day, that may cut your budget semcwhst. Alse, cui eut TV, phonc calis o
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