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T qubmit the foi!mgfﬁmaﬁns in reference to Senate Bill 4484 Bill for an Actentitlod: v
“An Act Granting the Board of Midical Examincrs the Power to Adopt Rules ...

Hogpital Emergency Department.”’ . | |
As a.chief nurse exeoutive and hp;;f;ations officer for a rural critical access hospitat; 1
strongly oppose this bill. Specificelly, 1 oppose the removal of the wotd “emcrgensy”

hen desoribing the care level emdrgency medical technicians can provide. Emergency
edical technicians are trained to. deliver emorgeney care, the y-are not trained to deliver

The educational di fference required betwoen learning emergency carc and medical care. .
wstitutes more than two Yyears dirFerence. By making this change, you will decrease the
uality and standard of care in hospitals in the state of Montana. As an administrator who
a8 successfully proven that our snsall rural hospital can provide quality care equal to
rban hospitals, T urge you to refran from this change. Do not lower our standard of care,

: Additionally; 1 appose the expansion of an EMT's care scope from “the first critical - .
minutes immediately afier an accidont’ to
face of the Emergency Medical System premise. This preinise purports that EMTs are
tratied o' render émergency. carc ard promptly deliver the victim to the next highest level
fcare: By expanding the time in tlie manner proposed in this bill, you delay entry into -
the nkxt highest level of care. Such delay Tuns counter to what we have warked for with
theEMSsystomn, - - T R T

inally, Loppose the expansion of EMT’s scope of practice into the Emergency o
Department as written in this b1l wth the Board of Medical Examiners to,byrule, =
establish stapdards, protocols, and t1e scope of practice. We currently cmploy EMTs in
ourEmergﬁncy Depa:unenz as ED Technicians. The Montana State Board ng
proposed advanced delegation rules whereby hospitals can more fully use an EMT's
¢ cmergency care skills, The hospital défines, in job description, roles appropriate to ED - -
+ Technician (EMT) education and their work remains under the direction ofthe .
- - Erergency Department Registered Wutse, This schema allows appropriate direction, -

Au&cﬂzmgimefgemy Medical‘echmmans tQ_P_m}’idﬂ-El‘nergéncy or Other Cm—: ma o o

> “hours after an accidont” This change fiesin - -

of Nursing has =~
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- delcgation, and assessment of the individual ED Technician’s skills, Thus providing safe,
- high quality emergency and medical carc. R

-Hoapital Emergency Department:. must work as a team and in rural hospitals, the team

-leader is the ED N the ED provider is not on site untif called by the nurse. An

-EMT could not replace an RN regardless of what the Board of Medical Examiners might -
determine their scope because stale ahd fedoral statues dictate that a Registered Nurse

i

*‘mist compiete the initial assesstnntion every patient,

- . Tosummary, this proposcd bill dozs not benefit rural Montana hospitals, While EMTs-
~ provide valuable docess to the heelthcarc system through prompt emergency response, . -
their scope shonld remain‘as it is.surrently defined. This bill will not improve quality of - .
hospital emergancy department cere, it will not increase the numbcr of adequately trained
‘hospital emergency depantment ceregivers, but it will cause conflict betwesan physi¢ians R

-] appreciate your attention to my ¢ mments and trust you will give them scrious
oo comgideration. o i o : LT SRR
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