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I have. hem a Nmomlly Ragistcted Emergency !ﬁ&d:ml Technicmn sinice 1984 1
fwu one of the first EMT-D's, sancy Medical Technician- Defibrillator), in the .
f_mxe of Montana s well as one of the first EMT-'s, (Emrgency Medical Techmmn— _
SRR mediate), in this state. T entered into Montana State University’s Nursing prograc in
E 1986 mdgmiumd with a Brccalaureste degree in Nursing in 1990.In1992,1 = =
- chalienged the National Paramedic Exam after filling out an extensive list of qualxﬁoatmn
" ‘ ""'"ﬁ’____hjrthemofmmhmngaﬂthuhllsmdwhmlleamedthemm
x ' : g, and became certified as a National

‘Registece _I’nramadm I mmmntlymployedasaFligthm‘semaleleﬂ'am _
. center md fiave board certifications as an Emergency Room Nurse, as well as in Flight -
R Nu;smg I have extensive field experience as well as Emergency Room experience.
T I feel compelied professionally and personally to oppose this Bill that has been
o mtrnduaedbyMr Black, due tothe fact that EMT’s do nutposmthesamelmnwledge
base that a furse. has to properly and sgafely care for panents in an in-patient setting. A
dic, which is the highest level of an EMT, has approx 2000 hours of didactic and
axperiencs combined s compared to a Repistered Nurse, such as myself, with
: y of didactic and clinical experionce. The training that a. paramedic possesses has .
a vastly differcst fo0us ay compared to & tmrse. An EMT is trained to quickly assess for
Life Threatenms Ememenciu thet attempito correct them by a set of standardized -
‘protocols agproved by the state ofMomanl and an off line medical director, The panam
{sthen transportad to the nearest appropriate medical facility as safely as possible. A’ -
Py training is focused and protocol driven aad lacks any evidence research based
Gtic nrthsory ‘Nursing encompasses 3. holistic epproach to ¢are with its practice
 theary and research. Nursing is not limited to emergent care, but also employs 2
'-hst of medml psychalogmul as well as amnmumty and fn.m:ly heaith—

”prpfess:onﬂ huhh care provlders i our state bas deeper ami mare

found meanings. Montana has one of the lowest pay: scales for nurses in The United

tes. This Bill proposes to. correct the lack of professional health care providersby =
emplaying EMT"s that could: be supplemented at a lower pay scale, thentrainedand = . -
upervised by a Registered Nurse. This *knee-jerk” response or “band-aid appmach" to =
our fuiling heaith care does nothing to address the resl problem. In fuct, it will increase R
our alfeady burdened health cére problem by increasing Yiability and mammes B
Ws&m:wmmghwﬁ:mmmthemmx :
©7 In mmmary, Ibelieve the residents of our grest state deserve the highest quality
andthe safest delivery of | ‘in-patient health care available, Professzonai surses whoare .~
sdicated in. pmwdma hoiim mdmed based i care to aur urban and mral residents cam
.tmly momphsh ﬂns '

'I‘hankym feryommmiontothm matter

o Iommnxasnmmmp




