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Mr. President:
We, your committee on Public Health, Welfare and Safety recommend that Senate Joint

Resolution 30 (first reading copy -- white) do pass as amended.

s 7 &

(S’enator Brent R. Cromley, Chair

And, that such amendments read:

1. Page 1.
Following: line 11
Insert: "WHEREAS, Medicaid programs provide a very basic

component of the safety net for many Montanans; and

WHEREAS, Medicaid programs support the disabled, elderly,
children, and pregnant women and the poorest of the poor; and

WHEREAS, proposed federal Medicaid cuts could harm a great
many vulnerable Montanans who could suffer devastating health and
economic consequences as a result of federal Medicaid cuts; and

WHEREAS, per capita incomes in Montana are proportiocnally
lower than the national average, and a large number of Montanans
rely on Medicaid programs; and

WHEREAS, Montana eligibility standards for Medicaid programs
are at or near federally requlred minimum eligibility standards;
and

WHEREAS, Montana ig a rural state with a very low population
density throughout most of the state, and the public Medicaid
health system helps ensure that services are avalilable statewide
for all persons; and

WHEREAS, local governments do not have enough surplus funds
to offset Medicaid funding reductions for local nursing homes and
hogpitals; and"

2. Page 1, lines 26 through 30.

Following: "standards" on line 26

Strike: "; and" on page 1, line 26 through "cuts" on page 1, line
30

Committee Vote:
Yes 7, No 2. 630946SC.sjo
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Mr. President:
We, your committee on Public Health, Welfare and Safety recommend that House Bill 581

(third reading copy -- blue) be concurred in.

Signed:

Senator Brent R. Cromley, Chair

To be carried by Senator Lynda Moss

- END -

Committee Vote:

Yes 5, No 4. _ 630910SC.sjo % K
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