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10-85. Harassment prohibited. (1) Legislators and legislative employees have the
right to work free of harassment on account of race, color, sex, culture, social origin or condition,
or religious ideas when performing services in furtherance of legislative responsibilities, whether
the offender is an employer, employee, legislator, lobbyist, or member of the public.

(2) A violation of this policy must be reported to the party leader in the appropriate house
if the offended party is a legislator or to the presiding officer if the offended party 1s the party
leader. The presiding officer may refer the matter to the rules committee of the applicable house, -
and the offender is subject to discipline or censure, as appropriate.

(3) If the offended party is an employee of the house of representatives or the senate, the
violation must be reported to the employee's supervisor or, if the offender is the supervisor for
the house of representatives or the senate, the report should be made to the chief clerk of the
house of representatives or to the secretary of the senate, as appropriate.” If the offended party isa

permanent Iegl'slative emplovee, the report should be made to the emplovee's supervisor, or if the
offender is the supervisor, to the appropriate division director. If the offender is a division
director, the report should be made to the presiding officer of the appropriate statutory

comrmittee.

(4) If the offended party is a supervisor for the house of representatives or the senate, the
violation must be reported to the chief clerk of the house of representatives or to the secretary of
the senate, as appropriate. If the offended party is a supervisor of permanent legislative - :
emplovees. the violation must be reported to the appropriate division director. If the offenderis a
division director, the report should be made to the presiding officer of the appropriate statutory

committee.

(5)- The chief clerk or the secretary shall report the violation to the presiding officer. The
presiding officer may refer the matter to the rules committee. If the offender is an employee or
supervisor, the employee or supervisor is subject to discipline or discharge.

30-30. Conference committees. (1) If either house requests a conference and appoints a
committee for the purpose of discussing an amendment on which the two houses cannot agree,
the other house shall appoint a committee for the same purpose. The time and place of all
conference committee meetings must be agreed upon by their chairs and announced from the
- rostrum. This announcement is in order at any time. Failure to make this announcement does
not affect the validity of the legislation being considered. A conference committee meeting must
be conducted as an open meeting and minutes of the meeting must be kept. - ‘

(2) A conference committee, having conferred, shall report to the respective houses the
result of its conference. A conference committee shall confine itself to consideration of the
disputed amendment. The committee may recommend:

(a) acceptance or rejection of each disputed amendment in its entirety; or

(b) further amendment of the disputed amendment.

7 ~ (3) If either house requests a free conference committee and the other house concurs,
appointments must be made in the same manner as above. A free conference committee may
discuss a bill in-its entirety and is not confined to a particular amendment.

~ 30-70. Appointment of interim committees. As provided for in section 5-5-21 1(6),
MCA, 50% of interim committees must be selected from the following legislative standing
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committees:
(1) Economic Affairs Interim Committee:
{(a) Senate Agriculture, Livestock, and Irrigation Committee;
{b). Senate Business and Labor Committee;
{(c) Senate Energy and Telecommunications Committee;
(d) Senate Finance and Claims Committee;
(e) House Agriculture Committee;
{f) House Business and Labor Committee;
(g) House Federal Relations, Energy, and Telecommunications Committee; and -
(h) House Appropriations Committee;
{2) Education and Local Government Interim Committee:
(a) Senate Education and Cultural Resources Comimittee;
{b) Senate Local Government Committee;
{c} Senate Finance and Claims Committee;
- {d) House Education Committee;
(e) House Local Government Committee; and
(f) House Appropriations Comrmittee; :
(3) Children, Families, Health, and Human Services [nterim Comm1ttee
(a) Senate Public Health, Welfare, and Safety Committee;
(b) Senate Finance and Claims Committee;
(¢) House Human Services Committee; and
(d) House Appropriations Committee;
{4) Law and Justice Interim Committee:
{a) Senate Judiciary Committee;
(b) Senate Finance and Claims Committee;
(c) House Judiciary Committee; and
(d) House Appropriations Committee;
(5) Revenue and Transportation Interim Committee:
(a) Senate Taxation Committee;
(b) Senate Highways and Transportation Committee;
(c) Senate Finance and Claims Committee;
(d) House Taxation Committee;
(e) House Transportation Committee; and
(). House Appropriations Committee;
(6) State Administration and Veterans' Affairs Interim Committee:
(a). Senate State Administration Committee; :
(b) Senate Finance and Claims Committee;
{c) House State Administration Commtittee; and
(d) House Appropriations Committee;
(7)_Energy and Telecommunications Interim Commiittee:
(a) Senate Energy and Telecommunications Committee;
(b) House Federal Relations, Energy, and Telecommunications Comimittee;

¢) House Appropriations Committee: and
(d)_Senate Finance and Claims Committee.




40-40. Bill requests and introduction -- limits and procedures. (1) Prior to a regular
session, a person entitled to serve in that session, hereafter referred to as a "member", is entitled
to request bill drafting services from the Legislative Services Division, subject to the following
limits:

{(a) Prior to 5 p.m. on December 5 preceding a regular session of the Legislature, a
member may request an unlimited number of bills and resolutions to be prepared by the
Legislative Services Division for introduction in the regular session.

(b) After 5 p.m. on December 5, a member may request no more than seven bills or
resolutions to be prepared by the Legislative Services Division. At least five of the seven bills or
resolutions must be requested before the regular session convenes. :

{c) After December 5, a member, in the member's discretion, may grant to any other
member any of the remaining bill or resolution requests the granting member has not used. A
bill requested by an individual may not be transferred to another legislator but may be introduced
by another legislator.

{d) These limitations on bill and resolution requests do not apply to:

(i) Code Commissioner bills;

(ii) a bill or resolution requested by a standing committee; and

(iii) a bill or resolution requested by a member at the request of a newly elected state
official if so designated.

(2) The staff of the Legislative Services Division shall work on bill draft requests in-the
order received. After a member has requested the dratting of five bills, the sixth bill request and
all subsequent bill requests of that member must receive a lower drafting priority than all other
bills of members not in excess of five per member. The Speaker of the House, the minority leader
of the House, the President of the Senate, and the minority leader of the Senate may each direct
the staff of the Legislative Services Division to assign a higher priority to 10 draft requests. The
staff of the Legislative Services Division shall assign a higher priority to any bill draft request
when jointly directed by:

(a) the President of the Senate, the minority leader of the Senate, the Speaker of the
House, and the minority leader of the House; or

(b) the House and the Senate.

(3) Bills and resolutions must be reviewed by the staff of the Legislative Services
Division prior to introduction for proper format, style, and legal form. The staff of the
Legislative Services Division shall store bills on the automated bill drafting equipment and shall
print and deliver them to the requesting members. The original bill cover must be signed to
indicate review by the Legislative Services Division. A bill may not be introduced unless it is so
signed. : :
(4)(a) During a session, a bill may be introduced by endorsing it with the name of a
member and presenting it to the Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives or the Secretary of
the Senate. Bills or joint resolutions may be sponsored jointly by Senate and House members. A
jointly sponsored bill must be introduced in the house in which the member whose name appears
first on the bill is a member. The chief joint sponsor's name must appear immediately to the right
of the first sponsor's name. I Except as provided insubsection (4)(b). in each session of the
Legislature, bills, joint resolutions, and simple resolutions must be numbered consecutively in
separate series in the order of their receipt.

{b) The first 15 house bills may be reserved for preintroduced biils.



(5) (2) Any bill proposed by an interim or statutory legislative committee or introduced
by request of an administrative or executive agency or department must be so indicated by
placing after the names of the sponsors the phrase "By Request of the.......... (Name of committee
or agency)". The phrase may not be added to an introduced bill and may not be placed on a bill
whose subject matter was requested by an agency or statutory or interim committee prior to the
convening of the session. Unless requested by an individual member, a bill draft request
submitted at the request of an agency must be submitted to, reviewed by, and requested by the
appropriate interim or statutory committee. Except as provided in subsection (5)(b), an agency or
commmittee bill request must be preintroduced or the request is canceled. Preintroduction must
occur no later than 5 p.m. on the fifth working day prior to the convening of a legislative session.
Preintroduction is accomplished when the Legislative Services Division receives a s1gned
~ preintroduction form.

' (b) The preintroduction requirement does not apply to an office held byan elected
official during the official's first year in that office or to bills requested by a joint select or joint
special committee appointed prior to the convening of the legislative session to address a specific
issue.

(6) Bills may be preintroduced, numbered, and reproduced prior to a legislative session
by the staff of the Legislative Services Division. Actual signatures of persons entitled to serve as
members in the ensuing session may be obtained on a consent form from the Legislative Services
Division and the sponsor's name printed on the bill. Additional sponsors may be added on
motion of the chief sponsor at any time prior to a standing committee report on the bill. These
names will be forwarded to the Legislative Services Division to be included on the face of the
bill following standing committee approval.

40-50. Schedules for drafting requests and bill introduction. (1) The following
schedutes schedule must be followed for submission of drafting requests—md—mt-o&ut:tmn-ofbi-}}s
amdhresotutions.

Request Deadline
- 5:00 P.M.
Legislative Day
® General Bills and Resolutions 10
® Revenue Bills - 17
® Committee Bills and Resolutions ‘ 36
® Committee Revenue Bills - 62
® Committee Bills implementing provisions 75
of a general appropriation act
® Interim study resolutions 75
. Appropnatlon Bills No Deadline
eInterimrstudy resotutions 75
® Resolutions to express confirmation of No Deadline
appointments

® Bills repealing or directing the amendment No Deadline



or adoption of administrative rules and
joint resolutions advising or requesting
the repeal, amendment, or adoption of

administrative rules

{(2) Bills and Resolutions must be 1ntr0duced within 2 legislative days after delivery.

40-100. Fiscal notes. (1) As provided in Title 5, chapter 4, part 2, MCA, all bills
reported out of a committee of the Legislature having a potential effect on the revenues,
expenditures, or fiscal liability of the state, local governments, or public schools, except
appropriation measures carrying specific dollar amounts, must include a fiscal note incorporating
an-estimate of the fiscal effect. The Legislative Services Division staff shall indicate at the top
of each bill prepared for introduction that a fiscal note may be necessary under this rule. Fiscal
notes must be requested by the presiding officer of either house, who, at the time of introduction
or after adoption of substantive amendments to an introduced bill, shall determine the need for
the note, based on the Legislative Services Division staff recommendation.

(2) ©ntess-thechiefsponsordirectsotherwise;the The Legislative Services Division
shall make available an electronic copy of any bill for which it has been determined a fiscal note
may be necessary to the Budget Director immediately after the bill has been prepared for
introduction and delivered to the requesting member. The Budget Director may proceed with the
preparation of a fiscal note in anticipation of a subsequent formal request. A bill with financial
implications for a local government or school district must comply with subsection (4).

(3) The Budget Director, in cooperation with the governmental entity or entities affected
by the bill, is responsible for the preparation of the fiscal note. Except as provided in subsection
(4), the Budget Director shall return the fiscal note within 6 days unless further time is granted by
the presiding officer or committee making the request, based upon a written statement from the
Budget Director that additional time is necessary to properly prepare the note. '

{4) (a) A bill that may require a local government or school district to perform an activity
or provide a service or facility that requires the direct expenditure of additional funds without a
specific means to finance the activity, service, or facility in violation of section 1-2-112 or 1-2-
113, MCA, must be accompanied, at the time that the bill is presented for introduction, by an
estimate of all direct and indirect fiscal impacts on the local government or school district. The
estimate of the fiscal impacts must be prepared by the Budget Director in cooperation with a
local government or school district affected by the bill.

(b) The Budget Director has 10 days to prepare the estimate. Upon completion of the
estimate, the Budget Director shall submit it to the presiding officer and the chief sponsor of the
bill. : .
(5) A completed fiscal note must be submitted by the Budget Director to the presiding
officer who requested it. The presiding officer shall notify the bill's chief sponsor of the
completed fiscal note and request the chief sponsor’s signature. The chief sponsor has 1
legislative day after delivery to review the fiscal note and to discuss the findings with the Budget
Director, if necessary. After the legislative day has elapsed, all fiscal notes must be reproduced
and placed on the members' desks, either with or without the chief sponsor's sxgnature

(6) A fiscal note must, if possible, show in dollar amounts: '

(a) the estimated increase or decrease in revenues or expenditures;

(b) costs that may be absorbed without additional funds; and



(c) long-range financial implications.
(7) The fiscal note may not include any comment or opinion relative to merits of the bill.
However, technical or mechanical defects in the bill may be noted.
(8) A fiscal note also may be requested, through the presiding officer, on a bill and on an
a:mended bill by:
"~ (a) acommittee considering the bill;
(b) amajority of the members of the house in which the bill is to be considered, at the
time of second reading; or
(c) the chief sponsor.
(9) The Budget Director shall make avallable on request to any member of the
Legislature all background information used in developing a fiscal note.
~ (10) Ifabill requires a fiscal note, the bill may not be reported from a committee for
second reading unless the bill is accompanied by the fiscal note.

40-200. Transmittal deadlines. (1) (a) A bill or amendment transmitted after the
deadline established in this subsection (1) may be considered by the receiving house only upon
approval of two-thirds of its members present and voting, If the receiving house does not so
vote, the bill or amendment must be held pending in the house to which it was transmitted.

(b) (i) A bill, except for an appropriation bill, a revenue bill, an interim study resolution,
or amendments considered by joint committee, must be transmitted from one house to the other
on or before the 45th legislative day. |

(i1} Amendments, except to appropriation bills, bills implementing the general
appropriation bill, the revenue estimating resolution, interim study resolutions, and revenue bills,

must be transmitted from one house to the other on or before the 73rd legislative day.

(c) (i) Revenue bills-origimatimginthe-Semate-must be transmitted to the House other
house on or before the 71st legislative day.

(i1) House-amendments Amendments to Senate revenue bills received from the other
~ house must be transmitted by the House-to-the-Semate house of origin on or before the 82nd

leglslatwe day

¢ (iii) A revenue bill is one that either increases or decreases revenue.

(d) (i) Appropriation bills and any bill implementing provisions of a general
appropriation bill must be transmitted to the Senate on or before the 67th legislative day.

- (ii) Senate amendments to appropriation bills must be transmitted by the Senate to the
House on or before the 80th legislative day.

(2) (a) A joint resolution introduced for the purpose of estimating revenue available for -
appropriation by the Legislature must be transmitted to the Senate no later than the 60th
legislative day.

: (b) Amendments to the resoluttons revenue esumatmg resolution must be transmitted to
the house of origin no later than the 82nd legislative day.

(3) Bills repealing or directing the amendment or adoption of administrative rules and



joint resolutions advising or requesting the repeal, amendment, or adoption of administrative
rules may be transmitted at any time during a session.

(4) Interim study resolutions must be transmitted from one house to the other on or
before the 85th legislative day.



