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To: Senate Taxation Committee.

Chairman'Elliott an‘d. members o'f the ‘comniitte.e'": o
My name is Susan Kohler Executrve Dlrector of stsoula Agmg Serv1ces
the Area Agency on Agmg for Mtssoula and Ravalli Counties and I live at
2228 East Summlt Drive in Mtssoula Tam here to testlfy in support of
SB332. Iam'also here to tell you Agmg Services.is currently in a crisis and.
with out a sigiiificant iricrease in funding.services to one of our most
‘vulnerable populatlons our elders wrll begln to declme

I have had the perrleg,e of servmg Montana s semors fOr 25 years Durmg
this time, I have worked with seniors who have used their life ¢ experiences
and skills to help meet a variety of, commumty needs as volunteers. - I have
also worked with. semors who have reached a point in their lives where they
need some assistance to 1maintain their 1ndependence and di gmty Every
year the challenge of funding to meet the current demand for Serviges
becomes greater For example, in MlSSOllla County this year the Governmg
Board approved a budget for FYOS taking: $50,000 out of reserves to prevent
cutting existing, services like Meals on ‘Wheels. . In M1ssou1a County, we are.
one of the few that serve ‘meals seven days a-week. We sérve approximately
500 seniors with 68 ,000° meals per. year. In the community of Hamilton in
Ravalli County,’ they recently capped their meals due to the lack of finances
and personnel to rectuit: enough volunteers to deliver meals to the more -
remote areas of the county. What will - we doin the following years without -
additional fundmg? Further examples mclude our transportatlon system not
keeping pace. with the current’ demand, no shdlng scale respite program to
help famlhes Who are on llmlted incomes and need a break from the care of
‘an aging parent who can not be left unsuperwsed no adult day care center 50
families can continue to work dunng the' day and still keep their parents at
“home, the ombudsman pro gram.is strugghng to meet the growing number of |
assisted hvmg and niursing home beds bemg built, and we are receiving
increasing demands to help families navigate through the. eomplexlty of'the
long term care system We offer limited homemaklng services and: we, have a
volunteer. home maintenance program that needs to be: expanded We :
eurrently use over 700 senlor volunteers to help meet both eommumty and



senior service needs In Mrssoula County Desprte what most people may
think, recruiting and managing volunteers is not free yet they are
1ndrspensable in the operation of many non—proﬁts There 15 currently no
state funding provided for the three primary volunteer programs Sénior
Companions, Foster Grandparents and the Retrred and Senlor Volunteer
Programs ' - : :

In addrtron the U. S Census prOJects that by 2025 Montana wil] have the
third highest proportion of eldetly in the country. Florrda and West Virginia
will be number one and two, respectively. If we can not meet, current
demands how.do we expect to meet the demands for. the future

_' SB3 32 is. an avenue for fundlng servrces now and mto the future o

As former Senator Danlel Patrlck Moynlhan once sard the quahty ofa
civilization 18 rneasured by how it cares for 1ts elderly ” How w111 we be
measured? ‘ .

Thank you Chairman Elliott and senators for this opport'u'n'ity to comment.
"Susan Kohler

Executive Director

Missoula Aging Services

337 Stephens Avenue

Missoula MT 59801

728-7682

skohler@mlssoulaaglngservrces org o



