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Montana Legislature:

I recently moved my 85-year old father, a WWII veteran, from Wolf Point to Billings.
Other than severe short-term memory loss, my father is in good health. He is living in an
apartment in a retirement community and he seems very pleased with his surroundings. I
not only work full-time, but attend graduate school half-time in the evenings, and have a

family. My work also requires some travel. I visit my father 3-4 times a week. During

these visits I take him on rides, do some shopping, or take himn home with me for dinners.
My brother also lives in Billings and helps out as frequently as he can, but he also works
full-time and has a family. Our primary concern was having someone check on my father
and provide some nursing services with medications and personal care.

I contacted Senior Helping Hands and was immediately impressed with the cost-effective
services offered and the professionalism and dedication of the staff. Iapplied for services
for my father and have been very pleased. Their efforts have allowed my father to live in
the least restrictive environment and stiil meet his needs. It would be extremely difficult
for me to juggle all of my professional and family obligations without the assistance of
the Senior Helping Hands Program. The staff goes above and beyond in providing
quality services for my father, and in working with our family to ensure that our loved
one is provided services specific to his needs. It is reassuring to know that someone is
not only providing the care you expect, but also possess a passion for the work. -

I strongly recommend continued funding for this valuable service for the senior citizens
of our state. .Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (406) 255-
0835. Thank you. '

Respectfuily Submitted,

Mo ,g

Nell Eby
721 Cave Road
Billings, MT 59101
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Department of Public Health & Human Services
Senior Long Term Care Division
Appropriations Subcommittee

Attention: Chairperson Edith Clark

Dear Ms. Clark,

I am writing this letter out of concern for the Sentor Helping Hands program,
which receives a significant portton of their funding from the State. The continued
funding of this program at the current level is vital to the quality of life enjoyed by many
seniors in the Billings area. ' '

This program has enabled my mother-in-law to remain in her home and enjoy her
pets and familiar surroundings while receiving excellent care from the well-trained staff
at Senior Helping Hands. Without this critical service, my mother-in-law would have to
be placed in a nursing home, not because she is ili, but because there would be no

affordable service available to provide the housekeeping and monthly nursing care she

currently receives. Placement outside of her home would not only be cost prohibitive but
it would severely disrupt the quality of her remaining years.

I strongly urge vou to resist any further attempts to cut the budget for this
essential service. Qur senior citizens deserve compassion, consideration and
appropriately funded services as their lives come to a close - not budget cuts.

Sincerely,

Peggy Grainger
Billings
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January 23, 2005'_

5 Bob & Arlyne Kelly

823 Caroline Street
Billings, MT 59105

MT. St. Legislature

Dear Representatives and Senators:

Without the assistance of Helping Hands in Billings Montana we would not be able to
stay in our own home. They provide us with a cleaning lady every week. My wife has
had several strokes and is no longer able to cook or clean. I am 78 years old and suffer
with back problems. Without the assistance of Helping Hands we would not be able to
enjoy a clean house or change our bed sheets. '

Please vote to approve a tax on bottles so that the money can be used to provide social
services to the elderly. Without this assistance we would have to file for Medicaid and

live in a nursing home. The help we now receive is vital to our continued independence at

home.

Sincerely,

Robert A. Kelly

O. Arlyne Kelly _ A?.av ‘7\/4«?\



Robert ' W. Higgs
1562 Foothill Dr.
Billings, MT. 59105
January 25, 2005

To: Senior Helping Hands &
Members of the Montana State Legislature

I would (ike to thank the staff of the "Senior Helping Hands"
program for helping to make it possible for me to remain in
my home. I am a 76 year old with bad feet and a bum knee,
which limits the time I can be on my feet and my mobility in
general. My wife has advanced Alzheimers and had to be put

in a Nursing Home a year and a half ago, so I'm on my own,
and paying out twice as much as I take in each month.

The cleaning assistance I receive every other week is
invaluable to me, getting to places I have trouble reaching or
am afraid to try doing due to balance problems. The:
co-ordinated yard help program in Spring and Fall has helped
me keep the outside of my home presentable.

I realize budgets are tight all over (my own isn't very good
either) and that there are many programs seeking move
money. With the senior population growing at such a fast
_pace, straining the available resourses, I believe that funding
for these programs needs to be increased to try to meet the
need for senior services. I fully support a bill that would place
a five-cent per can tax on soft drinks across the State. It would
botfi raise a large amount of money and el to fight the
growing obesity problem our country faces. ‘Zﬁts would be the
same tax amount per unit as just went into effect on a pack of
cigarettes, so it's hardly unfair. (I'm not a smoker)

Thanks again to all the staff at Senior Helping Hands.

Sincerely,

Qo rgse
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