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Custom kitchen design
and installation. -

Dricrilla Rade AQ5-0679

If you're looking for high quality
cabinetry and compstitive prices
together with personol and expert
design services - calt Prisciila for @
free in-home consultation.
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(continued from page 5)

either in higher taxes or
reduced esseiitial services. |
Smnall, private Montana busi-
nesses are put at even greatcr
competitive disadvantage
because they cannot afford to
hire a bevy of tax lawyers to;

avoid-takes.
There are two reasons a
legislator should know:. first to
develop fair tax policy, and -
second to decide how to vote
on individual tax measurés.
Last séssion, [ voted to give a
certain company a tax reduc-
tion on the metal ore'it
produced. I knew at that time
that they had previously gotten

" a $2:3-million reduction in

their property taxes. I did not
find out until recently that they
paid only $50 in income tax in
2002.This knowledge would -
have changed the way I voted. -

There is nothing sacred .
about keeping corporate

" income tax records private. In

1909, when the federal corpo-

_ rate excise tax was created, the

tax records were public. In fact,
Republican President William
yHoward Taft was adamant that

faet; each time iliegal corporate
practices have come to light—
the 1890s and 1930s—the
response from government was
to make the tax records public
documents. Following the 1999
Enron scandals, Republican
Senator Charles Grassley

. proposed making them public
.uw&n. IR

_ Corporate property tax
records have been public in
Montana for years.
Being able to see corporate
tax records will let us know

“who the good corporate citi-

zens of Montana are, just as it
will reveal the bad ones. [
believe in our Constitutional
right to know, and if the only
wiy I can see that it is upheld
for Méntana citizens is to sue,
then sue I must.’

For that reason, [ have filed a

~ lawsuit against the Montana

Deparmment of Revenue to

" require them-to release lirffited

corporate income tax informa-
tion on publicly traded corpo-
rations with more than $1
million in annual Montana -
sales.” L

I want to know, and you
need to know. .- |




