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HOUSE BILL NO. 659
INTRODUCED BY J. SINRUD

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT LIMITING CONTRIBUTIONS TO INDEPENDENT COMMITTEES

AND INCIDENTAL COMMITTEES INVOLVED IN SUPREME COURT ELECTIONS TO AGGREGATE

LIMITATIONS ON CONTRIBUTIONS; AND PROVIDING A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE AND AN

APPLICABILITY DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Short title. [Sections 1 through 4] may be cited as the "Judicial Elections

Act".

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Policy and purpose. The legislature, mindful of its authority under Article

IV, section 3, and Article V of the Montana constitution, intends by enacting [section 1 through 4] to preserve the
public trust in the integrity, objectivity, and impartiality of Montana's judiciary, which is beyond reproach, from
any appearance of impropriety and the possibility of erosion of that trust that might be caused by contributions
for expenditures of money related to campaigns for judicial offices, directly or indirectly, in excess of limitations
on contributions in 13-37-216. The legislature finds that, on occasion, such contributions have been made to
judicial campaigns. The legislature further finds that it is vital to the confidence of the public in the government
of the state that the judiciary remain beyond any question impatrtial, objective, and without even the appearance
of impropriety and that the contributions may tend to erode confidence. The legislature's policy, therefore, is to
continue to allow contributions to committees involved, directly or indirectly, in judicial campaigns. However, in
order to accomplish the legislature's purpose, it is a reasonable exercise of its authority to limit contributions to

comport with the limitations established in 13-37-216.

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Judicial campaigns -- limitations on contributions to independent

committees or incidental committees. Aggregate contributions to an independent political committee or an
incidental political committee for an expenditure directly or indirectly involved in a campaign for supreme court
justice by an individual, other than the candidate, to a candidate are as provided in 13-37-216.
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NEW SECTION. Section 4. Judicial campaigns -- limitations on expenditures of independent

committees or incidental committees. (1) An independent political committee or an incidental political
committee may not make an independent expenditure in connection with a candidate for justice of the supreme
court or a political committee that supports or opposes a candidate for justice of the supreme court in excess
of $1,300 for each election in a campaign.

(2) For purposes of [sections 1 through 4], the following definitions apply:

(8) "Incidental political committee” means a political committee that is not specifically organized or
maintained for the primary purpose of influencing elections but that may incidentally become a political
committee by making a contribution or expenditure to support or oppose a candidate or issue.

(b) "Independent expenditure" means an expenditure for communications expressly advocating the
success or defeat of a candidate that is not made with the cooperation or prior consent of or in consultation with
or at the request or suggestion of a candidate or political committee or an agent of a candidate or political

committee.

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Codification instruction. [Sections 1 through 4] are intended to be

codified as an integral part of Title 13, chapter 37, part 2, and the provisions of Title 13, chapter 37, part 2, apply

to [sections 1 through 4].

NEW SECTION. Section 6. Saving clause. [This act] does not affect rights and duties that matured,

penalties that were incurred, or proceedings that were begun before [the effective date of this act].

NEW SECTION. Section 7. Effective date. [This act] is effective January 1, 2006.

NEW SECTION. Section 8. Applicability. [This act] applies to elections for offices of supreme court

justices occurring on or after [the effective date of this act].

-END -
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