FISCAL NOTE

Bill #: HBO0514

Primary Sponsor: Gutsche, G

Title: Increase restitution for illegal taking of grizzly

bear

Status: As Introduced

Sponsor signature Date David Ewer, Budget Director Date
Fiscal Summary
FY 2006 FY 2007
Difference Difference
Expenditures:
General Fund $0 $0
Revenue:
General Fund $4,278 $4,278
Net Impact on General Fund Balance: $4,278 $4,278

[] Significant Local Gov. Impact
[ 1 Included in the Executive Budget
[] Dedicated Revenue Form Attached

[ ] Technical Concerns

[
[

Significant Long-Term Impacts
Needs to be included in HB 2

Fiscal Analysis

ASSUMPTIONS:

Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP)
1. InFY 2000 and FY 2001, FWP law enforcement issued an average of 4,311 citations for violations.
Many of the violations resulted in restitution assessed under MCA 87-1-111 and 87-1-115 at an average of
$117,929 per year. Of the $117,929, only 3 violations were for grizzly bear restitution. The maximum
penalty per violation for grizzly bears is $2,000. This represents 5 percent of the average restitution per
year were for grizzly bears. (3 x $2,000 = $6,000) ($6,000/$117,929 = 5%)

no

The proposed increase in restitution from $2,000 to $8,000 per violation represents a 300 percent increase.

3. Actual dollars received for restitution in a given year are much lower than the assessed restitution for that
year due to payment plans allowed by the courts and a number of violators who do not pay (“failure to
pay”). A two-year average of total restitution income for FWP is $88,522. Per MCA 87-1-114, FWP
receives a maximum of $60,000 in restitution per fiscal year, and the rest goes to the General Fund

($88,522-$60,000 = $28,522).

4. The impact to the General Fund is calculated as follows:
a. Current Restitution to General Fund $28,522
b. Assume 5% is grizzly bear restitution x__ .05

c. Average grizzly bear restitution

$ 1,426
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Fiscal Note Request HB0514, As Introduced
(continued)

d. Proposed 75% increase X 3
e. Total increase to general fund $ 4,278

FISCAL IMPACT:

FY 2006 FY 2007
Difference Difference

Revenues:
General Fund (01) $4,278 $4,278

Net Impact to Fund Balance (Revenue minus Funding of Expenditures):
General Fund (01) $4,278 $4,278
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