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Bill #:                      HB0690             Title:   Disease cluster identification and reporting 
   
Primary Sponsor:  Gutsche, G. Status: As Introduced   

  
__________________________________________ _________________________________________ 
Sponsor signature  Date David Ewer, Budget Director  Date  
    

Fiscal Summary   
 FY 2006 FY 2007 
 Difference Difference 
Expenditures:   
   General Fund $173,332 $132,380 
   
Revenue:   
   General Fund $0 $0 
   
Net Impact on General Fund Balance: ($173,332) ($132,380) 

 

      Significant Local Gov. Impact       Technical Concerns 

      Included in the Executive Budget       Significant Long-Term Impacts 

      Dedicated Revenue Form Attached       Needs to be included in HB 2 

 
Fiscal Analysis 
 
ASSUMPTIONS: 
Department of Public Health and Human Services 
1. The Department of Public Health and Human Services (DPHHS) assumes the responsibility to investigate 

disease clusters within current data sources as well as actively identifying disease clusters across geo-
political boundaries within Montana.   

2. The DPHHS assumes current data on health effects would need to be further analyzed geographically and 
temporally using Geographic Information System (GIS) technology to search for clusters that may overlap 
county, sovereign boundaries or be within boundaries. 

3. Identification of clusters that cross county or sovereign boundaries assumes health effect data is geo-coded 
and the capacity to map data by latitude and longitude exists within the department. While this is a goal of 
the department, DPHHS is only beginning to build the capacity necessary to map data utilizing GIS 
technology. To expedite this process, it is assumed that DPHHS would contract with other entities for the 
necessary additional resources needed. 

4. Accurately mapping data assumes that there is an accurate GIS data framework available statewide and 
that addresses from health records can be converted to latitude and longitude in order to map information 
to look for clusters that cross county or sovereign boundaries. The Department of Administration is 
currently updating the GIS data layers, which will allow more accurate mapping. Addresses in Montana 
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are also problematic due to the rural nature of the state where post office boxes are frequently used as 
mailing addresses. This issue adds much time to manually convert addresses into a useable format. 

5. The department has developed an internal protocol that responds to real and perceived disease clusters 
reported to the department. 

6. It is estimated that DPHHS would need an additional 2.00 FTE for epidemiologists at a grade 17 each to 
analyze and interpret the data to proactively identify disease clusters.  Total personal services costs are 
estimated to be $98,950 in FY 2006 and FY 2007 

a. 2.00 grade 17 epidemiologists x $49,475 per FTE = $98,950 
7. General operating costs associated with these FTE are estimated to be $9,006 in FY 2006 and $3,054 in 

FY 2007.  The estimated costs and calculations are as follows: 
a. FY 2006 - $5,952 + $3,054 = $9,006 

i. New employee office and computer setup of $2,976 per FTE x 2.00 FTE = $5,952  
ii. Rent, phone, long distance, and supplies are estimated to be $1,527 per FTE = $3,054 

b. FY 2007 - $3,054 
8. It is assumed that these FTE would be required to travel to investigate and substantiate any disease cluster 

claims.  It is estimated that each FTE will travel on average to 36 various sites around Montana each year.  
Each trip is estimated to require two and one-half days of travel.  In-state state rate lodging is currently 
$65 per night, per diem is $23 per day, motor pool is estimated at $0.067 per mile at 350 miles per trip.  
Travel is estimated to be $30,376 in FY 2006 and FY 2007. 

a. Meals - $23 per diem x 2.5 days x 36 trips x 2.00 FTE = $4,140. 
b. Lodging - $65 per night x 2 nights per average trip x 36 trips x 2.00 FTE = $9,360. 
c. Motor pool - $0.067 x 350 miles x 36 trips x 2.00 FTE = $1,688. 

9. The department will need to support ongoing analysis and interpretation of data, which will require 
upgrading and updating current state data systems and software.  Upgrading current state database system 
and software applications are estimated to cost $35,000 in FY 2006. 

10. The total estimated costs as a result of this bill are estimated to be $173,332 in FY 2006 and $132,380 in 
FY 2007.  It is assumed that these costs will be funded with 100 percent general fund. 

 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
                             
 FY 2006 FY 2007  
                     Difference Difference 
FTE 2.00 2.00 
 
Expenditures: 
Personal Services $98,950 $98,950  
Operating Expenses $74,382 $33,430  
     TOTAL $173,332 $132,380 
 
Funding of Expenditures: 
General Fund (01) $173,332 $132,380 
 
 
Net Impact to Fund Balance (Revenue minus Funding of Expenditures): 
General Fund (01)  ($173,332) ($132,380) 
 
 


