FISCAL NOTE

Bill #: HBO0782 Title: Require issue remarks to be resolved before
issuing final decree

Primary Sponsor: McNutt, W Status: Reference Bill as Amended

Sponsor signature Date David Ewer, Budget Director Date

Fiscal Summary

FY 2006 FY 2007
Difference Difference
Expenditures:
General Fund $0 $0
State Special Revenue $49,000 $49,000
Revenue:
General Fund $0 $0
State Special Revenue $49,000 $49,000
Net Impact on General Fund Balance: $0 $0
[] Significant Local Gov. Impact [] Technical Concerns
[1 Included in the Executive Budget [ ] Significant Long-Term Impacts
[[] Dedicated Revenue Form Attached X]  Needs to be included in HB 2

Fiscal Analysis

ASSUMPTIONS:

Department of Justice

1. The Department of Justice (DOJ) assumes it will have a limited involvement in water court claims with
participation primarily where examination indicates abandonment or non-perfection of water rights.

2. The department assumes the Montana Supreme Court adopts the Water Court Adjudication Rules.

3. The department assumes that the Department of Natural Resources claims examination is fully funded and
staffed.

4. The department assumes that claims examination proceeds in a timely manner as projected in the state-
wide water adjudication funding bill [HB 22].

5. The department assumes that the majority of the issue remarks attached to water right claims will be
resolved through contact with claimants, through objections by adverse parties and through the water
court’s own motion prior to the Attorney General’s intervention.

6. The department estimates a need for one half- time attorney (Grade 19) and one half-time paralegal staff
(Grade 12) for the office to serve as intervener. Personal services costs are estimated at $47,313 for FY
2006 and $47,192 for FY 2007.
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7. Operating costs for the addition of these two FTE are estimated at $1,687 for FY 2006 and $1,808 for FY
2007.

8. Itis assumed that the $98,000 will be absorbed by DOJ.

9. The appropriation in this bill has been removed and is now funded through HB 2.

10. Funding included in HB 2 and shown in this fiscal note comes from transferring $98,000 from the excess
balance of the RIT to a state special revenue fund.

FISCAL IMPACT:
Department of Justice

FY 2006 FY 2007
Difference Difference
FTE 1.00 1.00
Expenditures:
Personal Services 47,313 47,192
Operating Expenses 1,687 1,808
TOTAL $49,000 $49,000
Funding of Expenditures:
State Special Revenue (02) $49,000 $49,000
Revenues:
State Special Revenue (02) (from RIT) $49,000 $49,000

Net Impact to Fund Balance (Revenue minus Funding of Expenditures):
State Special Revenue (02) $0 $0
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