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HOUSE BILL NO. 281
INTRODUCED BY MCGILLVRAY, HIMMELBERGER, LANGE, BARRETT, KOOPMAN

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING ELECTION LAWS; REVISING VOTER
REGISTRATION DEADLINES ANBRESIBENCY REQUIREMENTS REQUIRINGPROOCHFOFUNHEB STATES
CSHHZENSHIPFORNEWVYOTER REGISTRATON,; REVISING WHEN ABSENTEE BALLOTS ARE AVAILABLE

FOR VOTING; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 13-2-304

13-13-205, 13-13-213, 13-13-214, 13-21-261-13-21-262; AND 13-21-210, MCA:-ANDREPEALNG SECTHON

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
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SECTION 1. SECTION 13-2-304, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ:

"13-2-304. Late registration -- late changes -- nonapplicability for school elections. (1) Except as
provided in subsections (2) and (3), the following provisions apply:

(a) An elector may register or change the elector's voter registration information after the close of regular
registration in 13-2-301 and vote in the election if the election administrator in the county where the elector

resides receives and verifies the elector's voter registration information prierte-the-close-ofthepolisernby 5 p.m.

on the Friday before election day.

(b) Except as provided in 13-2-514(2)(a), an elector who registers or changes the elector's voter
information pursuant to this section may vote in the election only if the elector votes at the county election
administrator's office.
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(2) If an elector has already been sent an absentee ballot for the election, the elector may change the
elector's voter registration information only with respect to the next election.
(3) The provisions of subsection (1) do not apply with respect to an elector's registration to vote in a

school election held pursuant to Title 20."

Section 2. Section 13-13-205, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-13-205. When paper ballots to be available. (1) The election administrator shall ensure that papet
ballots are printed ant-avaitabte-for-absentee-voting at least:

(a) 30 days prior to an election for those elections held in compliance with 13-1-107(1);

(b) 20 days prior to an election for those elections held in compliance with 13-1-104(2) and (3) and
13-1-107(2); and

(c) 45 days prior to an election held in conjunction with a federal general election in compliance with
13-1-104(1).

(2) A ballot may not be provided to an elector for absentee voting sooner than 30 days before an

election, except that an absentee ballot requested pursuant to Title 13, chapter 21, may be sent to the elector as

soon as the absentee ballot is available.

Section 3. Section 13-13-213, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-13-213. Transmission of application to election administrator -- delivery of ballot. (1) All
absentee ballot application forms must be addressed to the appropriate election official.

(2) Except as provided in subsection (4), the elector may mail the application directly to the election
administrator or deliver the application in person to the election administrator. An agent designated pursuant to
13-1-116 or a third party may collect the elector's application and forward it to the election administrator.

(3) The election administrator shall compare the signature on the application with the applicant's
signature on the registration card. If convinced the individual making the application is the same as the one whose
name appears on the registration card, the election administrator shall deliver the ballot to the elector in person
or as otherwise provided in 13-13-214, subject to 13-13-205.
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(4) In lieu of the requirement provided in subsection (2), an elector who requests an absentee ballot
pursuant to 13-13-212(2) may return the application to the special absentee election board. Upon receipt of the
application, the special absentee election board shall examine the signatures on the application and a copy of
the voting registration card to be provided by the election administrator. If the special absentee election board
believes that the applicant is the same person as the one whose name appears on the registration card, the

special absentee election board shall provide a ballot to the elector, subject to 13-13-205."

Section 4. Section 13-13-214, MCA, is amended to read:
"13-13-214. Mailing absentee ballotto elector --delivery to person other than elector. (1) (a) Except

as provided in 13-13-213 and in subsection (1)(b) of this section, as-soon-as-the-official paper-absenteeballets
are-printed; the election administrator shall, no sooner than authorized in 13-13-205, immediatety-sendby mail;

postageprepaid; to each legally registered elector and provisionally registered elector from whom the election
administrator has received a valid absentee ballot application under 13-13-211 and 13-13-212 whatever official
ballots are necessary.

(b) The election administrator may deliver a ballot in person to an individual other than the elector if:

(i) the elector has designated the individual, either by a signed letter or by making the designation on
the application form in a manner prescribed by the secretary of state or pursuant to 13-1-116;

(ii) the individual taking delivery of the ballot on behalf of the elector verifies, by signature, receipt of the
ballot;

(iii) the election administrator believes that the individual receiving the ballot is the designated person;
and

(iv) the designated person has not previously picked up ballots for four other electors.

(2) The election administrator shall enclose with the ballots:

(a) aform prescribed by the secretary of state that allows the elector to request absentee ballots for each
subsequent federal election only or for all subsequent elections, as provided for in 13-13-212(4);

(b) a secrecy envelope, free of any marks that would identify the voter; and

(c) an envelope for the return of the ballots. The envelope must be self-addressed by the election
administrator and an affirmation in the form prescribed by the secretary of state must be printed on the back of
the envelope.

(3) The election administrator shall ensure that the ballots provided to an absentee elector are marked
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as provided in 13-13-116 and remove the stubs from the ballots, attaching the stubs to the elector's absentee
ballot application.

(4) If the ballots sent to the elector are for a primary election, the election administrator shall enclose an
extra envelope marked "For Unvoted Party Ballot(s)". This envelope may not be numbered or marked in any way
so that it can be identified as being used by any one elector.

(5) Instructions for voting must be enclosed with the ballots. Instructions for primary elections must
include use of the envelope for unvoted ballots. The instructions must include information concerning the type
or types of writing instruments that may be used to mark the absentee ballot. The instructions must include
information regarding use of the secrecy envelope and use of the return envelope. The election administrator
shall include a voter information pamphlet with the instructions if:

(a) a statewide ballot issue appears on the ballot mailed to the elector; and

(b) the elector requests a voter information pamphlet.”
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Section 5. Section 13-21-210, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-21-210. Application for absentee ballots. (1) A United States elector may apply for regular
absentee ballots as follows:

(a) by making a written request, which must include the elector's birth date and signature;

(b) by properly completing, signing, and returning to the election administrator the federal post card
application; or

(c) by properly completing, signing, and returning to the appropriate county election administrator the
federal write-in absentee ballot transmission envelope.

(2) An application for a federal write-in absentee ballot must be received by the appropriate county

election administrator rettessthan-36-daysbefore-the-date-ofan-election by the deadline prescribed in 13-2-301.
An application received tess-than-36-tdaysbefore-the-date-of-arretection after the prescribed deadline must be

processed for the next election.

(3) An application under this section is valid for all state and local elections in the calendar year in which
the application is made and the next two regularly scheduled federal general elections. The elector's county
election administrator shall provide the elector with a regular absentee ballot for the elections described in this
subsection as soon as the ballots become available.”
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