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HOUSE BILL NO. 452
INTRODUCED BY D. KOTTEL

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE AWARDB ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF

EDUCATIONAL AND EMPLOYMENT ACHIEVEMENT €REBHFS CREDIT BY THE DEPARTMENT OF
CORRECTIONS TO A PAROLEE THAT MAY REDUCE SUPERVISED TIME SPENT ON PAROLE; AND
AMENDING SECHONS46-23-216-AND SECTION 46-23-1021, MCA-ANBPROVIBINGAN-APPHCABHATY

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Parole achievement credit. (1) The department shall award—atr

achievement—credit-ofa—specifiedhumber—of-days—to ACKNOWLEDGE ACHIEVEMENTS BY a parolee who, by

completion of an activity described in subsection (2), has shown a willingness to reenter society as a productive

and responsible member.

(2) The department shall aws
reasonsprovidedbelow ACKNOWLEDGE ACHIEVEMENTS, SUCH AS:

(a) fer obtaining a high school diploma or general equivalency diploma;186-tays;

(b) fer obtaining a degree from an accredited postsecondary educational institution; 365-¢ays;

(c) fer completion of an approved apprenticeship program;-365-days;

(d) fer completion of an accredited vocational certification program;-365-days;

(e) fereach-month—of employment of at least 20 scheduled hours a week, 4+5-¢ays FOR 6 OR MORE

MONTHS; anet

FAITH-BASED, SOCIAL SERVICE, OR REHABILITATION ACTIVITY FOR 6 OR MORE MONTHS; OR

(G) ANY OTHER ACHIEVEMENT DESIGNATED BY A DEPARTMENT RULE.

Legislative
Services -1- Authorized Print Version - HB 452
Division




60th Legislature HB0452.03

© 0 N oo o B~ w N

W N DN N DN N NN N DN DN P PP PR, R, R
o © 00 N o 0o A~ WN B O ©o 00N o o0k~ N -+ o

Section 2. Section 46-23-1021, MCA, is amended to read:

"46-23-1021. Supervision on parole. (1) The department shall retain custody of all persons placed on
parole and shall supervise the persons during their parole periods in accordance with the conditions set by the
board.

(2) The department shall assign personnel to assist a person who is eligible for parole in preparing a
parole plan. Department personnel shall make a report of their efforts and findings to the board prior to its
consideration of the case of the eligible person.

(3) A copy of the conditions of parole must be signed by the parolee and given to the parolee and to the
parolee's probation and parole officer, who shall report on the parolee's progress under the rules of the board.

(4) The probation and parole officer shall regularly advise and consult with the parolee, assist the parolee
in adjusting to community life, and inform the parolee of the restoration of rights on successful completion of the
sentence.

(5) The probation and parole officer shall keep records as the board or department may require. All
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records must be entered in the master file of the individual.

(6) (a) Upon recommendation of the probation and parole officer, the board may conditionally discharge
a parolee from supervision before expiration of the parolee's sentence if the board determines that a conditional
discharge from supervision is in the best interests of the parolee and society and will not present unreasonable
risk of danger to the victim of the offense.

(B) _ANY OF THE ACHIEVEMENTS LISTED IN [SECTION 1(2)] MUST BE CONSIDERED A SIGNIFICANT ACHIEVEMENT

BY-APARSHEEAND-MUSTBE-WHGHTEDHEAVHEY BY THE BOARD IN DECIDING WHETHER TO GRANT A CONDITIONAL

DISCHARGE FROM SUPERVISION TO A PAROLEE.

(C) IF THE BOARD DISCHARGES A PAROLEE FROM SUPERVISION BECAUSE-OF-CONSIDERAHON-GIVEN-TO-AN

ACHEVEMENTPURSBANTTOHHS-SEECHON, THE DEPARTMENT IS RELIEVED OF THE OBLIGATION OF SUPERVISING THE

PAROLEE.

(D) FOR GOOD CAUSE, THE BEPARFMENT BOARD MAY RETURN A PAROLEE WHO WAS CONDITIONALLY

DISCHARGED B NTO THE STATUS OF

A REGULAR PAROLEE.

B)(E) Subsection (6)(a) does not prohibit the board from revoking the parole, as provided in 46-23-1025,
of a parolee who has been conditionally discharged from supervision.

te)(F) If the department certifies to the board that the workload of a district probation and parole office
has exceeded the optimum workload for the district over the preceding 60 days, the board may not parole a
prisoner to that district office unless it grants a conditional discharge to a parolee being supervised by that district
office. The department may recommend parolees to the board for conditional discharge. The board may accept

or reject the recommendations of the department. The department shall determine the optimum workload for each

district probation and parole office.

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Codification instruction. [Section 1] is intended to be codified as an

integral part of Title 46, chapter 23, part 10, and the provisions of Title 46, chapter 23, part 10, apply to [section
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