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SENATE BILL NO. 931

INTRODUCED BY G. PEASE2

3

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING A STATUTORY REQUIREMENT FOR THE4

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES TO PROVIDE FINANCIAL SUPPORT TO5

SERVICE AREA AUTHORITIES; AMENDING SECTION 53-21-1002, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE6

DATE."7

8

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:9

10

Section 1.  Section 53-21-1002, MCA, is amended to read:11

"53-21-1002.  Duties of department. The department:12

(1)  shall take cognizance of matters affecting the mental health of the citizens of the state;13

(2)  shall initiate mental health care and treatment, prevention, and research as can best be accomplished14

by community-centered services. The department shall initiate and operate services in cooperation with local15

agencies, service area authorities, mental health professionals, and other entities providing services to persons16

with mental illness.17

(3)  shall specifically address:18

(a)  provider contracting;19

(b)  service planning;20

(c)  preadmission screening and discharge planning;21

(d)  quality management;22

(e)  utilization management and review;23

(f)  consumer and family education; and24

(g)  rights protection;25

(4)  shall collect and disseminate information relating to mental health;26

(5)  shall prepare and maintain a comprehensive plan to develop public mental health services in the state27

and to establish service areas;28

(6)  must receive from agencies of the United States and other state agencies, persons or groups of29

persons, associations, firms, or corporations grants of money, receipts from fees, gifts, supplies, materials, and30
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contributions for the development of mental health services within the state;1

(7)  shall establish qualified provider certification standards by rule, which may include requirements for2

national accreditation for mental health programs that receive funds from the department;3

(8)  shall perform an annual review and evaluation of mental health needs and services within the state4

by region and evaluate the performance of programs that receive funds from the department for compliance with5

federal and state standards;6

(9)  shall coordinate state and community resources to ensure comprehensive delivery of services to7

children with emotional disturbances, as provided in Title 52, chapter 2, part 3, and submit at least a biennial8

report to the governor and the legislature concerning the activities and recommendations of the department and9

service providers; and10

(10) shall coordinate the establishment of service area authorities, as provided in 53-21-1006, to11

collaborate with the department in the planning and oversight of mental health services in a service area; and12

(11) shall provide financial support to the service area authorities based on the needs of each authority,13

taking into consideration the population served, the number of counties and local advisory councils represented,14

the area that the service area authority covers, and the mileage required for members to participate."15

16

NEW SECTION.  Section 2.  Effective date. [This act] is effective July 1, 2007.17

- END -18


